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Abstract 2 3 0 9 9 4 _

Thailand is one of the countries attempting to aspire to be a knowledge-based society. The government has tried to promote
modern education and scientific thinking among youth as well as the general public through educational system and public

media. However, the attempt is launched amidst the traditional belief of supernatural forces and superstition, which are still
pervasive among the rural people and, to a lesser degree, urban dwellers. The traditional cognitive context is a major barrier

blocking the road to ‘modernizing’ Thai thoughts.-

This paper investigates the case of four issues that hit Thai newspapers’ front page: an unidentified gel fallen from the sky, an
“announcement of 13 herbs enlisted as dangerous chemicals, the Influenza A2009 HIN1 epidemic and GT200. An analysis of
media text reveals an attempt of media practitioners to ‘popularize’ an intrinsically scientific content for the Thai public.
Using Critical Discourse Studies framework, it is argued that the media discourse practice in Thailand is conditioned
primarily by the socio-economic conditions of media industry. The media often set agenda by presenting the controversial
aspect of the news. Some arguments propagate superstitious side of the news piece and sensationalize the information therein.
Such presentation satisfies th® media’s marketing purpose in boosting the sale. It also has public appeal because it
corresponds better with background knowledge of the Thai public. Information is, at best, oversimplified or unclear, There are
also evidences of scientific facts being compromised or played down to maintain the sense of mystery or to pacify the public.
As the news agencies with such practices monopolize the channel of public communication, the scientific community loses its

authoritative voice in educating the society in the process.





