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The objectives of this research are: 1) To study the elder’s potential in taking
health knowledge for proper usage; 2) to study the elder’s transmission of health
knowledge; 3) to study trends in the elder’s health knowledge for proper usage.

It is qualitative research using the in-depth interview as a major tool for data
collection of which 21 key-informants have been interviewed in-depth. Among 21
key-informants, 15 of them are Thai traditional massage practitioners; 6 being thcrc_
receiving service in traditional Thai massage and herbal ingredients as part of the practice.
Data analysis has been aone with logical context description and descriptive statistics.

Findings of the study can be summarized as follows: |

1. One-half of the senile people interviewed leam their health knowledge along
the community’s way, i .e. , learning by trial and error method, from observation and from
the demonstration from knowledgeable persons.

2. As for potential of taking knowledge for proper usage, the massage practitioner
including these using herbal ingredients have potential in this area with the following
reasons: 1) the practice is conformed with Thai’s way of life; 2) can move along
conveniently and thrifty; 3) giving more alternatives to modern medicine in case of
incurable causes such as paralysis; 4) being expertise in the field because of long-time
experiences; 5) having ethics in curing; 6) corresponding to the government policy in
promoting Thai traditional medicine.

3. Knowledge transmission methods are: 1) following the practical model; 2) emphasis on

trial before real practice. The knowledge transmission steps are: 1) the decision step;

2) observation of the learners” behavior; 3) transmit the knowledge in details.

4. Trends in using the knowledge seem to be continuous usage because of its benefit in

the area whose modern health practice is incapable of effective curing particularly among old

people.

Among recommendations emerged are the government sector in Udom Thani should

organized these practices of health knowledge more systematically for the more effective use of

the health knowledge.





