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The objectives of this study were to investigate the social changes which
effected the condition of biodiversity resources and the use of local wisdom in managing
local biodiversity resources of Pa Sak Ngam community, Ampher Doi Saket, Changwat
Chiangmai. Pattern, degree of local participation and factors affected to local
participation in biodiversity management were also investigated. The study was
conducted on the basis of qualitative and quantitative research. Secondary data from
various documents, field observation and in-depth interview were used for qualitative
analysis. For quantitative study, one hundred households were random sampling
interviewed regarding local participation in biodiversity management. Percentage and
means were used for data analysis and Chi Square was used for hypotheses testing.

Based on the result of the study, it was found that exposure and trading with
outsider, fluctuation of the gdvernment forestry policy and the socio-economic
development had effected the community's social change. The study investigated the
social change in 3 periods as followed; 1) settlement period: they were agricultural
community using Lawa’s local wisdom to manage their natural resources. 2) resource
scarcity period: they had increasingly depleted. their natural resources by over
exploitation their forest resulted in the scarcity of natural resources and negative
impact on the way of life. 3) rehabilitation and conservation period: they had learned to
conserve and rehabilitate their natural resources followed H.M. The King's forest
conservation initiative. With the support of government agencies, the knowledge gained
has been integrated with the local wisdom to conserve and rehabilitate their forest
resources and biodiversity of the community.

The degree of local participation in biodiversity resources management was low
resulting from low level of understanding in biodiversity management as well as
inaccessibility to information due to lacking of information dissemination in community.

The degree of people expectation toward the leader's and change agent’s role was high
because they play the important role in setting up the direction and activities of
biodiversity resources management. For hypotheses testing, it was found that
accéssibility t(; inforfnatjon of biodiversity management and the role expectation of the
people toward the change agent have the relationship with local participation in
biodiversity resource management at 0.05 level of significance. This study has
recommended that Pa Sak Ngam community should encourage the people to conserve
their local wisdom and knowledge and transfer them to next generation for sustainable
resource management. In addition, the government should strengthen the community

through educating people in biodiversity and natural resource conservation.





