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ABSTRACT

This study aims to compare the tourism structure and activities of wetland
tourism (Riverine area) by selecting Talingchan and Thakha floating markets in Central
Thailand as case studies. Qualitative and quantitative research methods were used to ensure
reliable results. 800 questionnaires distributed in two target sites as well as in-depth interview
and focus group discussion was conducted among key informants on each specific issue.

The results of the study show that the pattern of land usage and quality of water
in the two sample areas has changed during the last ten years. Precautionary measures to
protect the river environment are necessary due to the close proximity of risk factors for
increasing levels of pollution in the selected areas; for instance community expansion, changes
to the pattern of land use, and the operation of floating markets. The majority of stakeholders
recommend the continuance of the floating market due to the beneficial effects its operations
hold for communities and tourism. Focus group discussions and EPES analysis indicate that
the two markets are adequate for analysis of their strength and weakness, and have applied
proper integrating floating market management to balance lives in terms of the environmental,
community participation, economic, and social dimensions.

This research recommends conducting a trend study at Thaka, due to the high
average age of operators at present. While in Talingchan market, a more conscientious water
quality control strategy should be enforced due to many risk factors found.

KEY WORDS: WETLAND TOURISM/WETLAND MANAGEMENT /FLOATING
MARKET / THAI CULTURAL TOURISM
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