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ABSTRACT

Coastal erosionis one of the important problems that has been
increasing and is adversely affecting coastal ecosystems, socio-economic systems
and overall quality of life. This study aims to (1) study the conditions and previous
management of coastal erosion in Chao Lao and Laem Sadet Beaches, Chanthaburi
Province, Thailand (2) study problems, obstacles, considerations and suggestions of
stakeholders on coastal erosion problems and (3) propose management guidelines
for coastal erosion problems.

This study is divided into two parts; quantitative and qualitative
analysis. There were 400 suggestions made by tourists used for the quantitative
analysis, while 25 in-depth interviews and 95 focus groups were used for the
qualitative analysis. In addition, SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and

Threats) analysis was another tool used for developing management guidelines for

coastal erosion in this study.

The results illustrated the lack of a coastal and marine resources
database, poor knowledge and ignorance of stakeholders on coastal erosions, low
participation of stakeholders in conservation projects, weaknesses of community
leaders, and lastly non - continuation of government and local authorities’ work
plans were the main constraints to the management of coastal erosion. Therefore, the
management guidelines for coastal erosion in this study are proposed as follows:
supporting coastal and marine resources database, building knowledge and awareness
for better understanding of coastal erosion, promoting increased stakeholder
participation, increasing effectiveness on law enforcement, and providing appropriate
funding.
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