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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate students’ motivation and
attitude towards the Thai subject. The population in this study consisted of 816
students from 14 rooms in Matthayom Suksa 3 of Prapathom Witthayalai school in
Nakorn Pathom. The sampling of this study was conducted by using a sample of 274
students. Questionnaires and interviews regarding the motivation and attitude toward
the Thai subject were used as research tools. SPSS was used for analyzing the data.
The questionnaires consist of 3 parts: (1) General information. (2) Attitude towards the
Thai subject, which was divided into 6 issues: Thai teachers; media/ teaching
techniques; the content; the role of the Thai subject; the significance of the Thai
subject; and the benefits of the Thai subject. (3) Motivation toward the Thai subject
which was divided into 2 issues: extrinsic motivation and intrinsic motivation. The
data was statistically analyzed using descriptive statistics (mean scores and standard
deviations), t-tests, and F-tests by ANOVA methods. To compare the differences
between groups of students, Scheffé was used.

The results of this study indicated the following: (1) male students have
positively higher motivation and attitude than females; (2) the students who have
received high grades have positively higher motivation and attitude than the students
who have received lower ones; (3) male students showed positively high attitudes
toward teachers, media/teaching techniques, content of the Thai subject, and benefits
of the Thai subject; (4) female students showed positively high attitudes towards the
role of the Thai subject and the significance of the Thai subject; and (5) teachers and
media/teaching techniques were the key factors influencing students’ motivation and
attitude.
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