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This study aimed at investigating psychological and situational antecedents, and, their effects
on smart political involvement of undergraduate students, and why. The conceptual framework of this
study was based on ihtéracﬁonism model, as well as variqus important theories and concepts in
psychology field from Thailand (e,g, the Thai psychological theory of moral and work behavior) and
from abroad (e.g., need for achievement, social support, and nationalism). Samples in this study were
474 undergraduate students in junior level from universities in central and northem regions. There were
172 male students (36.3%) and 302 females (63.7%), with the average age of 21 years.

Five groups of variables were employed in this study. First group was pessimistic view of
poliical activities, morally voting behavior, and peerinducing behavior for having optimistic view of
palitics. The second group was psychological states consisting of perceived information on politics,
attitudinal gratefulness to society and nation, and nationalism. The third group was psychological traits
consisting of future orientation, self control, need for achievement, mental health, collectivism, and
materiaism. The fourth group was situational factors consisting of magnitude of social science leaming
experience, good role model from family, and perceived social nom. The last group was biosocial
background of the students. Most of questionnaires were in the form of summated rating scale with
reliability ranging from 63 to .92. Data were analyzed in total and 24 subsamples in order to test 6
hypotheses. '
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Results from this study revealed important findings as followed. First, all predictors could
predict 1) pessimistic view of political activities in total sample with 104%. The
imporlan{ predictors were self control, nationalism and mental health. The highest predictive percentage
was found in science major students with 17.4%. 2) morally voting behavior in total sample of 38.1%
The important predictors were nationalism,  attifudinal gratefulness to society and nation, good role
model from family, self control, perceived social nom, and future orientation. The highest predictive
percentage was found in male students with 48.5%. and 3) peer-inducing behavior for having optimistic
view of politics with 57.8% in total ssmple. The important predictors were perceived information on
poliics, nee for achievement, nationalism, meaterialism, and collectivism. The highest predictive
percentage was found in students with low-educated father with 64.2%.

Secondly, results from path analysis indicated that 1) pessimistic view of polfical activities was
directly influenced by self control, mental health, nationalism, future orientation, perceived social nom,
and attitudinal gratefulness to society and nation (path coefficient of .13,.13,10,07,.06, and .06
consecutively) which explained 9% of variance of this variable. 2) morally voting behavior was directly
influenced by nationalism, good role model from family, attitudinal gratefulness to society and nation,
perceived social nom, self control, future orientation and need for achievement (path coefficient of
.18,16,.16,.14,.12,.11 and .06 consecutively) which explained variance of this variable for 37%. and 3)
peerinducing behavior for having optimistic view of poliics was directly influenced by perceived
information on poﬁtics, need for achievement, collectivism, nationalism, future orientation, attitudinal
gratefuiness to society and nation, and self control (path coefficient of .69, .12, .08, .08, .08, -.06,.06 and
.05 consecutively) which explained variance of this variable for 57/%

The last important finding was at-risk groups, they were, students with less income mother, low
GPA students, female students, science major students, social science major students with secured
income mother, students with high-educated mother and secured income famerandsmemsmm
low-educated mother and non-secured income father. These students should be heightened on the
following psychological and situational arrteoe_dents, i.e., nationalism, self control, perceived information
on poliics, and attitudinal gratefulness to society and nation. Future research studies should include
other important antecedents, such as ego identity, and belief in intemal locus of control of reinforcernent
on palitics.





