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The main objective of this study is to propose a guideline on sustainable
ecotourism development of Uthaithani Province. Documentary review was used for
secondary data collection. Primary data on tourism resources and opinions on the
prevailing tourism resources and the provincial reports on SWOT and tourism
development strategy was gathered by field survey, tourism resource inspection form,
questionnaires and in-depth interview. The questionnaires were collected from 100
local people and 82 local tourism entrepreneurs whereas 6 officials participated in in-
depth interview. The descriptive statistics for data analysis included frequency,
percentage, mean and standard deviation. Collected from tourism resource inspection
forms, the data was analyzed and summarized by tourism resource issues and
categories. The data collected from in-depth interview was analyzed, arranged and
connected in order to cover all studied topics; the data was therefore presented by
description and used together with the questionnaire resuits.

“The result of this study reveals that the province should define a guideline on
sustainable ecotourism development by employing a short-term, middleterm and long-
term tourism development plans as follows

1. Short-term development plan (1-3 years) include Tourist attraction
development plan, Preservation and promoting art, culture and local costom plan and
Knowledge distribution and tourism public relation plan.

2. Middle-term development plan (5 years) is that establish a consistent tourism
strategy and the implementation within timeframe should be focused. Additional
strategies should be set to cover ail ecotourism components. The Province should
support tourism entrepreneurs in terms of product and service development. With
diversified media, tourist information should cover all resources; tourism routes between
provinces should be developed as well.

3. Long-term development plan (10 years) is that public bus services to major
tourist places should be provided. Local wisdom should be covered in learning

curriculums for youths at different levels.





