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The purpose of the study was twofold ; 1) to examine the people's awareness of
their community problems; and 2) to find out their attitude toward the pfobiem— solving of
the community leaders. The data were collected from 243 household heads living in
Ramun district, Yala province. Frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation
were used to describe the data, and ttest and F-test (One-Way ANOVA) to test the
hypotheses. ' ' -

It was found that most of the respondents were men, aged 40-45, and were
married. The majority were engaged in general employment and had a monthly income
of 5,000-7,000 baht. They primary occupation of the family was small trading. They had
no social position,

As alwhole, the respondents were moderately aware of all aspects of the
community 'ﬁrdblems. They were most aware of problems conceming local beliefs and
culture, followed by economy, resources and the environment, society, politics, and
education, respectivel.y. o

When the hypotheses were tested, no significant difference was found
between/among people of different sexes, ages, educaticnal levels, occupations, marital

statuses, monthly incomes , and attitudes toward the problem-solving of the community

leader. So the research hypotheses were not accepted.
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Recommendations

1. Policy implications The findings revealed that the government must increase
the quality of life of community people by solving problems such as health, narcotics,
family economic problem and education. Emphasis should be put on needs of people
in the community, taking into account the way of life and local wisdom in the community.

2. The government must set a policy to alleviate, the conflicts resulting from
differences in beliefs and culture, so that it will get cooperation from local people in
community development. People should be made to accept differences in beliefs and
culture through local me‘cﬁanism. For example, cooperation should be sought from the
Provincial Islamic Committee or I-mam in changing local people's attitudes so that they
could join to solve local problems.

3. Government agencies in the local area, especially the Ministry of Interior
should cooperate with local organizations like the provincial Islamic Committee in
educating people to elect good representatives who have a strong determination to
develop the community and have vision that can make people accepts differences and
that can help solve diversified problems.

3. Government agencies should cooperate with local organization to make local
people realize the importance of the natural resources and environment which is now
being destroyed so that people will use their rights as stipulated in the Constitution to

protect the resources in the community and to use them sustainable.





