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This research combined the usage of both qualitative and quantitative methods.
It aimed to study the level of participation in the sufficiency economy conceptual
framework project which affecting the conscious level and behavioral level of
upstream forest conservation and restoration, as well as to study the conscious level of
upstream forest conservation and restoration which affecting the behavioral level. And
also studied the personal factors of the Karen Hill Tribe who had participated on the
sufficiency economy conceptual framework project which affected to the level of
participation in the project and the conscious level and behavioral level of upstream
forest conservation and restoration. The data were collected from semi — interview
questionnaire, in — depth interview questionnaire, the behavioral and environmental
observation issues, including with documents from the relevant authorities and
Geographic Information System (GIS) data. The statistical analysis for description were

frequency, percentage, arithmetic mean and standard deviation, and used the Statistical
Package for the Social Science (SPSS) for the Windows to analyze the statistical
significance at 0.05, while the inferential statistics to test the hypotheses were
independent samples compare means (t — test) and one — way analysis of variance (F -
test) and if found differences statistically significant, analyzed pairs of means by Least
— Significant Different test. The summary was as follows:

The mean score level of total samples for participation in the project was in
good level, for conscious level and behavioral level of upstream forest conservation
and restoration was in medium and high levels, respectively. The hypothesis testing
concluded that the levels of participation in the project affected both conscious levels
.' and behavioral levels. As well as the conscious levels affected to behavioral levels. In
addition, the study found that the samples who were classified as good and very good
levels of participation in the project were having high level of consciousness on
upstream forest conservation and restoration, while who were classified as medium and
bad levels of participation were having medium level of consciousness, and all of them
having high level of behavior on upstream forest conservation and restoration. The
samples who were classified as medium and high levels of consciousness were having
high level of behavior. At the same time the samples who were classified as low level
of consciousness were having medium level of behavior. Moreover, the study found
that personal income affected the levels of participation in the project and the
conscious levels of upstream forest conservation and restoration, while number of land
for livelihood affected levels of participation in the project and behavioral levels and
the rights on land for livelihood affected the levels of participation. The results of
qualitative data study on upstream forest in target area changes, since 1998 — 2006
comparison, concluded that the upstream forests were less destroyed and the
deteriorated forest areas were rehabilitated and most of the upstream forests were more
fertile. ¢

In conclusion, the participation in the sufficiency economy conceptual
framework project caused the consciousness and behavior on upstream forest
conservation and restoration, as a result, the upstream forest areas had changed into a
better condition.





