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Research irfo the infiuence of the political leaders on the Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration’s policies on street venders and hawkers from 1985 - 2001.

This Thesis is a comparative study processing primarily on the BMA Governor's influence on
the form and content of the policies during the period from the terms of Major General Chamlong
Srimuong 1o that of Mr.Smak Suntoravej. The research method used are historical, documentary and
impirical, using questionnaires as main source.

The result agreed with the hypothesis, that the policies were based on law and order or the
verders' interests, on the political leaders’ wishes, as well as on the politizal, economic and social
environments.

Nevertheless, the systems of government and policies played an important role in determining
the extent of the influence of the political leaders. If the governmental system did not allow for public
participation, the wishes of the national political leaders would have much influence on the from and
content of the policies. As for the local political leaders, they would have major influence on the
policies only when the country's ieéders paid little attention to the policies.

The personality and the extent of irterest of the local political leaders were also importan.t. On
the contrary, if the system was opened to public participation in politics, the wishes of the local and

national political leaders would have initial influence on the policies.



