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The three objectives of; the study were

1) To ej(énﬁne the agricultural extension process for growing energy — substituting
crops in the area under ﬁle operation of the Bank for Agriculture and Agri.cultural
Cooperatives (BAAC), i.c., the oil palms cultivation in Su-ngaipadi district, Narathiwat province ;

2) To identify the factors related to the BAAC aériculture extension process ;

3) To find out problems and suggestions from the parties concerned.

Apart from the data from related documents, in-depth interview was conducted to
collect the qualitative data from 15 key - informants : related bank officers, the bank’s credit
customers, and farmers in the project area who had not received any credit extension.

The findings were summarized below.

1) Public relations. The bank publicized its project to ﬁersuade farmers to
grow oil palms and closely followed up the results.

2) Occupational need. The farmers who participated in the oil palm — growing
project wanted to progress in their occupation, to have well —being, stable income, and
occupational development opportunities,

3) Farmer learning. The farmers who participates in the oil palm - growing

project had some expectations from the bank offices and government officials’, and trusted
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them. The farmers behaved that these people had a good knowledge and understanding
about oil palm - growing and could train them on how to doit.

4) Finance. The farmers inthe project were satisfied with the bank service.
They considered the service procedures were not overlapped. The amount of loan
followed the criteria set by the bank. They thought that the prices of oil palm yields was
consistently good.

5) Decision making process. The farmers in the project had decided to
participate in the project becaﬁse their land was suitable for growing oil palms, and
because the government officials were reedy to give them advice and knowledge in
growing oil palms in the long run.

.Suggestions

1) The loan section of the bank should give advice to farmers participatiné in
the project. It should, for example, give them knowledge about the advantages and the
disadvantage of making a loan so that they would realize the value of the borrowed
money.

2) The govemnment agency concerning agriculture should approach the farmers
to give advice on oil palm - growing and held meetings to learn about their problems so
that_ these problems could be solved immediately.

Recommendations for further research

1) Future research should compare the network building of the oil palm -
growing farmers in this area with those in other or nearby areas.

2) Studies should be made on the patterns and processes of arranging related

activities, such as tours to successful communities.





