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The main purposes of this study were to: 1) study communities’ opinions, requirement,
knowledge and understanding about cultural tourism at Pratuchai and Partong; 2) investigate the
situation and potential of the cultural tourist sites in the communities; 3) inquire for tourists’
opinions towards the cultural tourist sites; and 4) search for guidelines on cultural tourism
promotion and development. The populations were: 1) two hundred and sixty-nine heads of the
families at Pratuchai and Partong in Pratuchai sub-district, Phranakhon Si Ayutthaya, and 2) two
hundred and two tourists in Phranakhon Si Ayutthaya. Research instruments were employed
using a questionnaire and observable interviews. Data analysis was employed using fundamental
statistics.

The findings are indicated as follows:
1. Regarding communities’ opinions, requirement, knowledge and understanding
about cultural tourism:

- Pratuchai indicated the prominent points in the community which were
named respectively on rotee saimai production and the old and religious
ruins. Opinions towards sustainable tourism were stated on eliminating
garbage and pollution and appointing administering committee. They
required their community to be a tourist site and intended to sell food and
drinks. An important facility in the community was on taking care of
security. Moderate levels were found on their knowledge and
understanding about cultural tourism.

= Partong also indicated the prominent points in the community
that were named respectively on rotee saimai production and
the old and religious ruins. They required their community to be a
tourist site and intended to sell souvenirs. Important facilities in

the community were on taking care of security and parking areas.
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Moderate levels were found on their knowledge and

understanding about cultural tourism.

In terms of situation and potential of the cultural tourist sites, it revealed that moderate
levels of opinions were found at Pratuchai in all aspects: potential and environment, fundamental
structure, activities at the tourist site, security, and management; while diminutive levels were
found at Partong in all aspects.

With respect to the results on participation in arranging cultural tourism, responses
indicated that moderate levels were found on Pratuchai participation in all aspects; for example
planning, proceeding activities, investment, and following the feedback.

In light of the tourists’ opinions towards cultural tourism management in the
communities, it showed that the tourists took the trips to the ancient and historic ruins by
themselves in groups, and high levels of their requirement were found on the tourist sites and
security.

Results of analysis in guidelines on cultural tourism promotion and development could
be concluded into five plans, namely promoting the community participation in cultural tourism,
developing facilities and environment, tourism marketing development, taking care of security
and cultural tourism development in the communities.

Practical suggestions were proposed to some sectors involving in tourism; for example
Phranakhon Si Ayutthaya Municipality and Phranakhon Si Ayutthaya Province that the
communities should be promoted to develop as Thai-Muslim cultural tourist sites. Arrangement
of identical or cultural activities should be supported. Muslim community’s old way of life should
be supplemented and demonstrated for popularity. As a result, the communities could become
well-known cultural tourist sites.

Suggestions for other research were that the communities’ readiness and competence in
welcoming tourists should be studied at Pratuchai, Partong, and the communities around; tourism
markets in the communities ought to be investigated and developed; tourism by land and water
routes should be examined; and participated studies between the communities and other sectors

involved should be implemented for suitable format of cultural tourism management.





