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The study was made for the following three objectives : 1) to ascertain the attitude of
certificated nurses toward the use of health masks, 2) to identify the relationship between the
background variables, namely, age, marital status, work section, experience from being trained on
infection prevention and the attitude toward the use of health masks, and 3) to find out the
relationship between the attitude toward the use of health masks and the psychdlogical and
behavioral factors, i.e., future — oriented and self — control, attitude toward social responsibility,
being encouraged to use a"health mask and behavior of using health masks before and after the
outbreak of the new HIN1 flu (June, 2009). The data were coilected from 292 certificated nurses
working in the out — patient and the in — patient sections at public hospitals in Bangkok and

“provinces. Percentage, mean, and standard deviation were used to describe the data, and t — test,
One — Way Analysis of Variance or F — test, and Pearson’ s Product — Moment Correlation were
employed to test the hypotheses.

The findings were summarized below.

1. Background variables. Most of the respondents were 41-60 years of age (38.0%) and
the average age was 36.83. They worked for the government for 19-42 years (39.0%) and the
average number of working years was 14.67. Slightly more than half of them were single (51.7%)
and worked in the in — patient section (57.2%). The majority were trained on infection prevention
in the past three years (72.9%). -

2. The certificated nurses in the study were found to have a very good attitude toward the

use of health masks.
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3. The factors significantly related to their attitude toward the use of health masks were
experience gained from being trained on infection prevention, future — oriented and self — control,
attitude toward social responsibility, perceived support to use health masks correctly through the
organization’s campaign, and behavior of using health masks before and after the outbreak of the
new HIN1 flu (2009 flu). That is, the certificated nurses who underwent training on infection
prevention had a better attitude toward the use of health masks than those who had not been
trained on infection prevention. Those with higher future — oriented and self — control, a better
attitude toward social responsibility, more perceived support to use health masks correctly

“ through the organization’s campaign, and more often use of health masks before and after the
outbreak of the new H1N1 flu (2009 flu) had a better attitude toward the use of health masks than
their counterparts.

It was recommended that the organizations and all the parties concerned should build a
good attitude of certificated nurses toward the use of health masks as follows : 1) training and
campaign on the correct use of health masks should be regularly arranged for certificated nurses
so that they would know how to prevent them from the virus when they looked after the patients
or when they caught a cold. 2) certiﬁj:ated nurses should be instilled with the social responsibility
value and future-oriented and self-control. and 3) the rule enforcement for nurses’ wearing health
masks properly should be made so that the use of health masks for prevention from respiratory

diseases would be more widespread.





