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(Abstract

W;fhe study wilf\examine énd conslder various factors
pertaining to.the existence of states during the period of the
-6th - 12th centuries A.D. in mainland sSiam. Chenla in the
No;theast and Sri’Dvaravati‘in the Central are considered to
‘have played an important pé}; in the historical development
of early Siam and Southeast Asia. Much light is shed on facts
and dimensions concerning early Thai history which are more
concisad than the vague ths2ory of mijration from Southern China
which has previcusly often been pkoposed. AS a result, this
study helps‘to crovide new' perspectives on the historical

davelopment of early Southeast Asia which, up until now, has

suffered from a lack of documsntation and systematic research.

Sri Dvaravati, a state in the Chao Phraya River Basin,
" was one among a number of indigencus political entities which
was abls to zbsorb foraign culiurzl influences, and yat at

the same time, forge its own distinct culEural identity.

The origin of Sri Dvaravati state was due to her economic and
cultural intercourses with se2afarers from the South China sea
the Gulf of Thailand. They tr;nspo:ted toth new techniques

and artifacts. Thus they wers the influencing force for



the later devélopmept of populated centers in to states, The
state of Sri Dvarévati in particular gr;w out of the various
early coastal centers. Its growth helped to bridge{the gaps
thét existed between the Indianizing influences aﬁd the loéal
or indigenous cuitures.w Through selective acceptance‘and
assimiléﬁion there gradua11j c#me into existence a clearly
Buddﬁistic qulture. S%i’Dvaravati greQ as a result of the
procesgf;?ﬁdeveloping aﬁq unifying the variety found in

coastal centers.

Since'the 7th century A.D., inhabltants of ancient

" communities iﬁ the Northeast:hgd comnunication with the
canters of political power géth in the Chao Phraya River area
and Mekhong River area. This resulted in their adoption of
cultures relating to Buddhism and Hinduism. Chenla state
developed form the prehistorié settleménts in the low-lying
areas of the lower Mun and Chi Rivers in the ﬁortheast.

The state of Chenla existed fr;; 7th to ch centuries A.B.

The history of Chenla involved the conquest of local peopile
called Kamphu (the Khmer-Cham people) in small political
entities which scaétered over a wide area, This ar=a extesnded
' from the Northeast down to the south of the great Dong Rek
mountain, the great inland lake of Cambodia toward the Zastern
region of Thailand.

From about the llth century new towns emerged along

the land routes and new water routes., Some replacad Fformer
cities near the rivers i.e. muang Suphanzhum or Suphanburi

on the Suphanburi River, Ratchaburi  near the Meklong Rivear.



. r
More hinterland centers appeared at this time. Some new states

emerged from the old centers. The Sukhothai state developed
in the 12tb centuryﬁand Chiangmai in the North developea later.

Indeed the devélopmant of Buddhism in the Dvaravati period

LAl

formed the basis for a Buddhist society and state in mainland

Siam represented by Ayutthaya State from the 14th century

onward. .- .
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