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Abstract

The seasonal reproductions and populations of nudibranch, Jorunna fenebris
Kelaart, 1857 at Mu Ko Samae San, Sattahip, Chon Buri Province were investigated.
There were four study sites, i.e. the coast of Ko Khram, Laem Pu Chao, Had Yao, and
Khao Maa Choa in this study. In each site, the surveys were conducted 5 times: in
January, March, May, July, and September 2012. The results showed that Jorunna’s
population was found only at Laem Pu Chao at the depth between 2 m and 4 m
during March and September 2012. All specimens were smaller than 40 mm, and
approximately 80% of the specimens were in the small size class (less than 30 mm).
The specimens were found associated with food sources, i,e. hydroid and blue sponge
Xestospongia sp. In the experiment of reproduction behaviors by rearing 80 mm in
length Jorunna collected from Ko Ran Daomai, Chon Buri Province, we found that all
of them mated and laid eggs 1 — 3 times during 7-week period. However, in the
laboratory, the development of Jorunna eggs stopped at the veliger stage because
they could not settle and metamorphose. More studies are needed to investigate the

development of the Jorunna larvae in the laboratory.

Keywords:  nudibranch, Jorunna funebris, seasonal reproduction, population
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