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YUWADEE SOMSRI : THE DEVELOPMENT OF CRITICAL THINKING ABILITY

OF THE NINTH GRADE STUDENTS TAUGHT BY SIX THINKING HATS TECHNIQUE.
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The purposes of this research were to : 1) compare the ninth grade students’ critical thinking
ability before and after being taught by six thinking hats technique and 2) study the students’ opinions
towards six thinking hats technique. The sample consisted of 42 ninth grade students of Saithammachan
school for the second semester of the academic year 2008. The research instruments were lesson plans, a
critical thinking ability test and the questionnaire of the students’ opinions toward six thinking hats

technique. The obtained data were analyzed by mean (X ), standard deviation (S.D.) and t-test dependent.

The findings were as follow :

1. The ninth grade students’ critical thinking ability before and after being taught by six
thinking hats technique were found statistically significant different at the level of . 01; whereas the
critical thinking ability of the ninth grade students after being taught by six thinking hats technique were
higher than before the instruction but at the moderate level.

2. The students revealed their positive opinions toward the six thinking hats technique at a
high level of agreement . On the aspect of learning environments, they were able to express opinions and
respond to their friends and teacher. On the aspect of learning activities they could discuss with their
friends on the topics that they read and listened to. And on the aspect of leaming usefulness they

perceived that six thinking hats technique could improve fast and reasonable group decision making.
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