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RATCHABURI. INDEPENDENT STUDY ADVISOR: NATTIYA KAPOL, PhD. 82 pp.

The objective of this research was to study the relationship between hygiene
behaviors and helminth infection of the students at the Border Patrol Police School, Suan
Phueng Ratchaburi. The study design was analytical and a cross-sectional study. The study
population were 198 primary school students of the Border Patrol Police School in Amphur
Suan Phueng, Ratchaburi in the academic year 2008. The behavior observation form was
used as an instrument to collect the data from the students. In addition, the results of
helminths infection, screening by Kato's thick smear method, from the report of the Public
Health Suan Phueng Office were included.

The findings revealed that 21.7% of students were infected with the helminthes.
The hygiene behavior factors significantly related to helminths infection were from food
consumption with high risks to helminths infection and bath towel washing at p-value < 0.001
and 0.004, respectively. Students who sometimes consumed food that gave risks to
helminthes infection have a chance to be infected with helminthes at 11.275 times rather than
students who has never been consuming food with risks to helminths infection. Students who
wash their bath towels also have a chance to be infected with helminths at 3.111 times more
than students who sometimes wash their bath towels. Other hygiene behavior factors were
not significantly related to helminths infection (p-value > 0.05).

From these findings, healthcare officers should realize the importance of behavior
changes especially the hygiene behaviors that are related to helminths infection. Therefore,
helminths infection problems in these students will be effectively solved.
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