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 ABSTRACT |

. The purpose of this research was to Atudy the effects of

symbolic play onvconservatigh’cbncepts’of length; mess and 1iqﬁid ,'
:qﬁantity. The hypotheéis/was that symbolic play would increase
{conservation concepts; Seventy children from Sangarun kindergarten
v’were individually tested for three conservation tests. All of
 £hem were found to be the nonconservers.“Forty ghiidren :vtwenty
boys and twenty girls were randomly drawn from all the nonconservers
‘and randomly assigned into experimeatal and controlled groups.

Each group consisted of twenty subjects : ten boys and ten girls,
The twobgroups were not different in their conservation test

scorés. The two groups were given five playvsessions. lésting

15 minutes each, extending over 5 days. The experimental group

was given the'symbolic play and the coﬁtrolled group was given

the play sessions with puzzles, sketchy drawing tasks, drawing
tasks, paper folding tasks and block designs. Two days after the

play sessions, each subject in both experimental and controlled

-

groups was given three conservation tests again by using



the conservation problems parallelled to the problems in the
ﬁpretest.- The results showed that
1. The exparimental group's conservation concepts after

ithé'symbolic'play were found to be better than before the

ydﬁdlic play. {




