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47101203 : MAJOR : HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY

KEY WORD : ANCIENT SETTLEMENTS/CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT/PHATTHALUNG
AMORNRAT PIYAKUL : DEVELOPMENT OF ANCIENT SETTLEMENTS IN

PHATTHALUNG PROVINCE PRIOR TO THE MID 18TH CENTURY BASED ON

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE. THESIS ADVISORS : ASST.PROF. MAYUREE

VEERAPRASERT AND AMARA SRISUCHAT, Ph.D. 464 pp.

The purpose of this research is to study the cultural development and the
important roles of ancient communities in Phatthalung Province prior to the mid 18" Century
A.D. from archaeological evidence found in the area of Phatthalung Province.

Result of the research indicates that there are traces of ancient communities in
Phatthalung Province which can be divided into 3 periods as follows:

1. The Prehistoric period (4,000-2,000 years ago). The communities during this period
had the characteristic of a hunting-gathering society.

2. The Early historic period (8™-13" Century A.D.). There was evidence of cultural
relation with the contemporary communities such as the Srivijaya and the Dvaravati.

3. The Historic period (14™- 18" Century A.D.). communities during this period went
under the political control of the Ayutthaya kingdom.

Regarding the role of these ancient communities, it is likely that before the 14" Centur¥
A.D., they became vassal of Satingpra and provide natural resources to Satingpra. From the 14'
Century A.D., these communities in Phatthalung Province had taken more important role in many
aspects such as economic, politic, and religion.

Department of Archaeology Graduate School, Silpakorn University Academic Year 2008
Student's SIgNAature .......ccccceeeeeeviivcvveveeeeeeeeenn.
Thesis Advisors' signature 1. ........ccocccveeeeennnen 2. e
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