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 The main purposes of this research are to study the kinship relation through the 
analysis of a symbolic ritual, ‘Ngan Pee Phi Mod,’ and to study the collaboration of community 
in the practice this ritual, changes in its forms, contexts, and the conditions for its transmission 
and continuity in the changing economic, social, and political contexts of different time 
periods.   
 This thesis applied the anthropological methods of field research in the collecting of 
data in Baan Bor Bhram-Bor Mon over a period of 3 years from 2007 to 2009, and observant 
participation in the community’s rituals and traditional ceremonies, particularly during March-
June of every year when Ngan Pee Phi Mod are predominantly held. This ritual is a form of 
spirit worship that extends from the worship to ancestors to house, village, lineage, and town 
spirits. During observant participation, informal interviews were conducted to apprehend 
social and ritual structure and the meaning of the ritual. In addition, formal interviews were 
conducted with both community and ritual leaders as well as hosts of Ngan Pee Phi Mod 
ritual.                      
 This study found that Ngan Pee Phi Mod ritual clearly mirrors the community’s 
kinship relation. There are five major findings in this study: 1) The existing kinship relation 
contributes to individual’s emotional security; 2) The ritual helps to establish the group 
identity; 3) The ritual acts as a social control mechanism; 4) The ritual contributes to close 
group collaboration; and 5) The ritual enhances social networks among the community’s 
neighborhood. Three main factors were found to influence the transmission and continuity of 
Ngan Pee Phi Mod ritual in times of change: social, economic, and political conditions in the 
local community and the overallThai society.  
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