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The study is meant tc find out the time when length distinction of
mid vowels e 0o and low vowels ¢ p emerge in Thai as well as the factors for

such emergence.

It is found that the length distinction of vowel o emerged in the
beginning of the Ratanakosin period, and the length distinction of vowels

e ¢ and 3 emerged in the Middle of the Ratanakosin period.

As for the factors of the length distinction emergence, it is found
that borrowing, especially from Pali and Sanskrit, was the important factor.
for the emergence of length distinction of e and o. As for the low vowels

£ 0, new formations were the factor.



