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The objectives of this research are to study the student opinion
of causes, patterns and methods that result in the library book loss, and
to prevent the loss. The hypotheses aré as follows : 1) The library book
loss results from the enviromment, the teaching methods and the students'
“-attitude to the library. 2) The patterns and methods that cause most of
the book loss are that the books are taken out from the library without
being borrowed. 3) In the students' opinion the careful checking at the
entrance of the library is th4 best way to prevent book loss. Structured
questionnaires were distributed to 884 students who were using the central -
" libraries of eight governmental:universities in Bangkok. The returning
rate was 100.0 percent.

The results of the research show the three main causes of book
loss : inadequacy of books (60.7 %), inconvenience of photocopying (53.8 %)
and research for term papers (48.8 %). The results partly agree with the
hypothesis, for instance - the book loss results from the environment and
students' attitude to the library whereas the cause from the teaching
methods does not agree with the hypothesis.

The pattern of library book loss is defacement (X4.2), while the
method of book loss is the underlining of the interesting or wanted item
(%4.3), which do not agree with the hypothesis.

The first three ways to prevent library book loss are as follows :
1) surveying need for book use and supplying books adequately (X4.7);
2) carrying out a campaign against book defacement and encouraging students
to take care of library materials (X4.5); and 3) reconsidering the number
of book loans (X4.5). Those three ways do not agree with the hypothesis.



