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This thesis studies the role of markets in the city of Ayutthaya,
both in domestic and external trade. Markets were vital in affirming

Ayutthaya's status as an important centre of international trade in Asia.

.During the mid-Ayutthaya period (1629-1688); many foreign tradersi
came to‘Ayutthaya, especielly %uropean,'Chinese, and "Moor" traders. This
phenomenon led"to the flourishing of trade in forest produce, and of entrepot
trade. The crown's tradlng organization increased its role in the control

and'implementation of royal trade both inside and outside the kingdom.

During the late Ayuttheya.peiiod (1688-1767), trade in the markets
of Ayutthaya switched its emphasis from contact with European ﬁraders to
increased dealings with Chinese merchants. At the same time some of the
'city's markets developed into manufecturing areas, producing goods answering
to the needs.'of local consumers. The royal monopoly system also became less

stringent durlng this last stage of Ayutthaya's history.



