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ABSTRACT

Entrepreneurs who want to produce a drinking water packed in a closed container for
selling is necessary to conform to Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP) specified by Food and
Drug Administration. Permission to produce such drinking water requires that entrepreneurs must
perform to gain a minimum GMP score of 60%. This study aimed at determining readiness of
entrepreneurs to follow GMP in producing such drinking water. This cross-sectional study on
community entrepreneurs who are responsible for all production places (n=125) located in
Lampoon Province was carried out using a 60-item questionnaire developed from GMP.
Readiness to follow GMP within a specific time was classified as 5 periods, i. e., promptly or
within a month (prompt readiness), within 6 months, within 1 year, within 2 years, and more than
2 years. A score of readiness ranging from 5 to 1 was assigned to the most to the least readiness,
respectively. There were two parts of data of readiness to follow GMP. The first data determined
by entrepreneurs (n=85) was obtained from mailed questionnaire. The second data examined by
an official inspector was received from the actual inspections at production places (n=54). Results
revealed that percentages of respondents reporting their readiness as follows: promptly, within 6
months, within 1 year, and within 2 years were 82.4%, 12.9%, 3.5% and 1.2% respectively. The

respondents with prompt readiness had an average GMP score of 76.8%. From the actual



inspections, there were 23 entrepreneurs who were considered as prompt readiness and were
obtained the average GMP score of 58% which was significantly lower than that determined by
themselves, and lower than that of the minimum requirement. In conclusion, differences in
readiness examined by entrepreneurs and by official inspector have suggested that the majority of
entrepreneurs have inadequate readiness to follow GMP and have some misunderstanding about
it. However, almost entrepreneurs have demonstrated their readiness within a short time. It is
necessary that the government offices associating with this issue have to encourage these
entrepreneurs to increase their readiness to conform to GMP and to make them correctly

understand it as soon as possible in order that they could gain a permission of production



