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ABSTRACT

The purposes of tﬁ;é research were to study and compare
health beliefs of the Thai muslims rendering health services in -
hospitals in four southern bordering provinces. Two hundred and
" ninety samples were seletted by the purposive sampling technique.
Thai muslims who have been using the health service provided by
four hospitals. The instrument questionnair used for data collec-
~tion was developed by the researcher to measure heaith beliefs of
the Thai muslims in sii dimensions of Health Beliefs; perceived
sugceptibility, perceived seriousness, pe;ceived benefits, perceived
barriers, general health motivation and modifying factors related
to religous belief concerning health. The instrument had been
tested for content validity and its‘reliability was .76. Statistic
procedﬁres used to analyze data were percentages, arithmatic mean,
standard deviation, t-test and ANOVA. The .05 level of statistical
significant was considered in this study.

The conclusion drown frén data gnalysis were as follow:

1+« The mean of total score of health beliefs and the means



of perceived susceptibility;.percoivea seriousness, perceived bene-
fits, perceived financial barrier, general health motivation and
religious belief indicated the high 1eve1.o£ the health beliefs.
Perceived physical and psychological bérriers were at the moderate
level.

2. The means of total health beliefs and perceived barriers
of female Thai muslims were significant higher'than male.

3. There was ;; statistically significant difference between
the mean of the total health belicfﬁ of out-patient and in- patient.
Hover, the results were revealed that heaith beliefs of out-patient
concérning percelved sqsqeptibility and general health motivation |
were significant higher tgan of in patient and perceived barriers
w#s ;ig;ificant lower'§h§n in-patient.

4. There was no statistically significant difference bet-
ween the means of the total health beliefS'éf Thai muslims who
were classified by‘age groups. Categorically analyzed was reveal
thgt the Thﬁi muslims in age range of 20 - 30 perceived benefits
and general health -otiyation were significant higher than.those
in age range of 31 - 45 and 46 = 60 years, and perceived barriers
’Sigﬂificant‘lower than the groups of 31 — 45 and 46 -~ 60 years.

Thei muslims in age range of 31 -~ 45 perceived seriocusness,
benefits and general health motivation were significant higher.than
those in age range of 46 ~ 60 years. |

| 5. There was no statistically sigpificant difference bet—
ween the means of the total heélth beliefs of the Thai muslims who
were classified by educational levels. Categorically analyzed was
revealed that the respondents who had no education perceived sus~

ceptibility, benefits and general health motivation were significant



lower than those who completed thq.elementary. secondary, higher
"education and non-formal education,-and no education group perceived
barrier significant higher than those who completed highér educat-
ion.n The fespondents who completed elementary edﬁcation perceived
'bﬁrriérs aignificant higher than those who had the secondary, hige
“’ﬁer,edﬁcation and non-formal education.

'?r - —-The respondent§ who completed elementary education and non
‘—fornal education perceived barriers significant higher than those
i:vho completed secondary and higher educat;on,,and perceived general
‘h;alth motivation significant lower than ihose~'ho completed secon-

dary and higher.educationn
6. There was no statiéticallf significant difference bet~
ween the means of health beliefs_of Thai muslims who wereAclaasified
bj family income groups. Categorically ana;yzed was revealed that
the respondehxs wh6 had monthly family income higher than 2,500
" baht perceived susceptibility significant higher than thgse who
" earned monthly income 1,001 ~ 2,500 baht and lower than 1,000 baht,
énd perceiveé psyéhological barrier significant léwer than thé,
grbups of income lower than 1,000 baht. |
thai muslims who earned nopthiy family income 1,001 -~ 2,500
baht perceiied financial barrier significant higher than those who
| yad monthly family income higher than 2,500 baht and they also per-
‘ceived general health motivafion significant lower than those who

earned monthly family income higher thanmn 2,500 baht.



