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This research was conducted to study the thinking process of the Thai authorities
during the reign of King Rama V to King Rama VII. in order to determine the degree of
correlation between Bangkok Thai dialect study and the idea of being Thai. and the impact
of Bangkok Thai dialect study on different croups of population raled by That authorities

The following two rescarch objectives were set with regard to the assumption that
language at that time was one of the important characteristics indicating an identity of the

population.

1. To study the concept of the Thai authorities’ policy-making on
Bangkok That dialect study.

2. To study the impact of such policies on different groups of population.

The documents used 1n this study were drawn mainly from the National archives
of Thailand, as well as the research and articles on the relevant research topics. The goal
was to reveal the concept of Thai authorities’ policy-making during the reign of King
Rama V to King Rama VIl on Bangkok Thai dialect study and its impact on different
aroups of population.

The studv showed that the importance of Bangkok Thai dialect study was
originated at the same tme as the advent of the modem Thai state with centralized
government. The central government and the authorities needed those who were literate to
serve as civil servants. because the operations of different governmental units at that time
were run via document svstem. Being lettered was therefore vital. And when the leader at
that pertod emploved Bangkok That dialect as a mode of communication, 1t was without o
doubt mwecessary for civil servants to learn Bangkok Thai dialect, for effective

communication,
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Studying Bangkok Thai dialect was mandatory for the public because the
government had the policy to cultivate the idea of ‘being Thai’ to the citizen by means of
education and centralized curriculum. The government required all citizens to enter an
educational system and learn such an ideology and awareness through lessons utilizing
Bangkok Thai dialect. The Bangkok Thai dialect, therefore, was the first to leam in
school. before moving on to other subjects. Also, the government expected that extensive
use of Bangkok Thai dialect would contribute to the national identity, because every group
ol people throughout the kingdom could communicate.

Initially, the policy was poorly received. People in some areas did not perceive it
as bemg important. for it was not the language used in their daily life. and obviously not in
religious study. Therefore, the government legislate a compulsory primary education law
in 1921 requiring all boys and girls to attend formal school for three years. As a result, the
literacy rate on Bangkok Thai dialect was proliferated, people from all across the country
could communicate. and the awareness of being That was ultimately formed.

However. this policy had an indirect impact on regional dialects and the dialects of

minorities. For it led to an eventual vanishing of some of the dialects of minorities.





