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In the situation of high dispute among stakeholders at different levels over
resources management, local culture is one among other important mechanism used
for a conflict resolution to restore ecology and local economy. Based on the study, it is
not only the cultural essentialism but also the culture that indicates local authority,
identity, negotiation, local knowledge, customary right to resources and social values
related to usufruct rights of common resources. Such cultural beliefs implied
systematical common property management.  In addition, according to local beliefs,
state development projects such as the construction of Pak Mun dam had become a
crucial factor of cultural restrictions in access to the Mun river resources. Under such
views, debates and questions were raised regarding the merit of the Pak Mun dam by
both anti-dam and the dam supporters in various issues, one of which was how the
dam could stabilize community economy. The villagers who opposed to the dam have
turned the old traditions and applied some new tools to the form of resistance while the
dam supporters took bureaucratic culture as a tool to work against the anti-dam groups.
The anti-dam group based their resolution on cultural ecology framework by requesting
the permanent opening of the dam's gates in order to restore livelihood and ecology

whereas the other group used utilitarianism and compromise which are in accordance

with a government's policy. This indicates. different viewpoints concerning man and -

nature, understanding of socio-culture of resources use and knowledge of resources
management. It is also found that there is a politic of knowledge in the process of

decision making concerning the Pak Mun Dam management.



