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Abstract
TE 152857

The present study aims at investigating folktales in Phu Thai, a major language used
by an ethnic group living in Kalasin, the northeastern province of Thailand. The data for this
study are 102 folktales, which were told by 31 narrators. They were collected, classified, and

anal){zed by using a descriptive method to discover the relationship among folktales, society,
and lifestyles of Phu Thais.

Results obtained from this research suggest 7 categories of folktales: 37 jets, 24
novellas, 20 fables, 9 ghost stories, 7 explanatory tales, 3 animal tales and 2 sages.

On the structure level, the analysis reveals different sub-categories of the Epic Laws
of Folk Narrative (Olrik, 1908) as applied to Phu Thai folktales. They are Law of Opening
and Closing, Law of Repetition of Two Main Characters in 1 Scene, Law of Contrast, Single-
Stranded, Tableaux Scene, Logic, Unity of Plot, and Concentration on a Main Character.
These classifications also include a non-strict law: Law of Twins and Law of Initial and Final
Position. However, the Law of Patterning was not discovered in Phu Thai folktales.

The results also show that folktales in Phu Thai do reflect various aspects of its
peoplfa's ways of life. Examples are Phu Thais' living conditions, family life, occupations,
traditions, attitudes and values, and the expected role of people in society.



