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This study of the potential of rice paper development for SMEs took place in 5 Provinces
in Thailand, Nongkhai, Udonthani, Sakonnakhon, Mukdahan and Ubonratchathani. It identified
the impertant rice paper producers as house industries in Ban Samakki and Ban Srichiangmai,
Amphur Srichiangmai, and Ban Tabo, Amphur Tabo, Nongkhai. The number of rice paper
producers had declined, and the mostly Vietnamese producers had been replaced by Thai ones. A
number of problems were identified in the manufacturing process, the main one being the quality
of raw materials for rice paper production. The Khao Dang variety, wild Thai rice, was found to
have good potential for rice paper production but low yield. Also, the producers lacked expertise
n marketing, possessed no awareness of community product standards, and the wholesalers were
reluctant 1o expand the marketing. As a result, the production declined.

Suggestions for further investigation include the improvement of raw materials, such as
the quality of the rice used in manuvfacturing the rice paper, and the production efficiency. Also,
tuture research is required in the development of marketing strategies and the creation of brand

names.





