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The influences of seed maturity and overcoming methods on seed germination of Asiatic
Pennyworth (Centella asiatatica (L.) Urb.) were investigated at Faculty of Agriculture, Ubon
Ratchathani University during December 2006 to November 2007. Seed started to germinate at 20
days after anthesis and reached physiological maturity at 48 days after anthesis. The highest seed
germination percentages (61.2%) were obtained at 56 days after anthesis. Thus, the optimum time to
harvest was 8 days after seed physiological maturity, when seed color turn to red-brown and seed not
yet shattering. However, development of fresh-ungerminated seed was observed during seed
development, suggesting that centella exhibited forms of seed dormancy. When newly harvested
seeds were treated with various methods for breaking dormancy, it was found that dormancy could be
overcome by the following treatments: 0.3% Kno3, 0.01% gibberellin and 3 days soaking in tap

water.





