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This research aims to investigate the important causes of maﬁgrove crab population decreasing, the
impacts of this on the’ lifestyle of communities, including the participatory community-based
management of mangrove crab population using Bangtabéon Esturary area as the area study. The
sampling group ébﬁsisted of ﬂie' heads of each family or representations, the community’s leaders
and elders who eamn a living by c'étching mangro{fe crabs. The experimental methods used were
interviews, focus groups, direct and indirect observaﬁon and questionnaires, reliability measured at

0.95. Data analyzed by using descriptive statistics which were frequency, pcréentage, mean and

standard deviation.

The results found that there was a lack of knowledge and ﬁnderstanding of the life crab’s span and
unsuitable catching methods were used, for example,. trapping by using cans and catching in the
spawning season, including the changing of mangrove areas to shrimp farms were the main causes
of mangrove crab population decreasing. The impacts of this decrease to cohlmunities in term of
economic, socio-éultural and environmental aspects wére medium, The participatory community-
based in mangrove crab management approach were the implementation for increasing
communities’ understanding of this management, applying knowledge from other experiences to
work with the community’s traditional practices, relevant and practical to mangrove crab
management in this area, such as rehabilitating the environmental conditions for mangrove crabs,

increasing the number of offspring, restricting some mangrove areas for breeding, using the

community’s standard for not catching on religious holidays and releasing pregnant crabs. The key
people who needed to comply with the rules were the catchers. Furthermore, the participation and
cooperation of all parties, such as the mangrove crab traders who refuse to buy mangrove crabs in
small sizes and/public agencies help to provide knowledge and build up networks at a local level on

mangrove crab management would be a key mechanism to achieve sustainable mangrove crab

management.





