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There are many approaches theories, and 1deas inbstudying'
i‘Political ﬁciencee4 Studying ;bout power is one of.tne most im
i’portant approehes 1n Political Science because power is very :
'finportant thing for all the systems of soeieties.' Power has much
reSponsibility in doing the laws of societies and the way of
‘human life. Studying about the ideas of power has been very long
time ago among many other apporaches in social sciences.,'
ThlS the81s is to study the 1deas in the a.ncient time of

-IsanISOciety, expecially from Isan legend u51ng power approach
- for analySis. The 1mportance of studying ancient Isan 1dean of
power is to understand the root of political 1deas of Isan people.
;WhLCh bring us to understand the. 1deas of the present, because
the ancient ideas represent the evolution of present 1deas.
Using legends to be odels in studying because ‘the legends |
. reflect the thought of the people in society mnd the legends play
. a decisiye role in socialization of the society.

| The aim 6f this thesis is to'study,about the ideas of
power in'Isanllegendpsuch as the properties5 characters, resources

and using of power, and will make a compnretiye.analysis of the



East and West ideas of power to understand 1ts s1m11ar1ty and
dlfference.p Besides this work will express the effect of these
'1deas in present Thai politics.

™ ‘
The methodology of studyxng is to select some 1mportant

~

Isan legends dependlng on the opinlons of the most important
'tprofessors of Isan litefatures to decmde whlch Isan 1egends are
‘more 1nportant and welléxnown.k Thxs thesxs is a documentary

research by studying the contents of the themes. :

The hypotheses of tﬁis research ore
1. Power is the capacity which one can do somethxng and control
Y or order the others as the first wishes.
l 2.\The belxef systems of societxes 1dentify properties, char&cters

and resources of power in: socleties.

3. The propertles of power are not have value meaning (good'or .
bad) but the using and the result of using power will make and -
evalutlon of power . .

The conclusions of this research are as hypotheses are, the

epropertles of power are the capacltles of someone to do something

which they want and can,make the. others done as they want. The
propertles of power in. Eastern and Western aspects are the same
in some issues, they are someone who- have much power and someone

. haven't butethe 1mportaneed1fference about these are the beliefs

about superstitlous power, Isan people believe in'this-yery.much

but theé Polxtlcal Sclentist of the West aren't emphasmze in thls
issue. The ancient 1deas of western political phz[oSophers
concerned'reeson; logic or fact inlsocieties for snswering their

questions. About the characters and the resources of power, the



Isan ideas involve in religion and.the’Superstitious thought very

| Some of chese'ideas-are tne same as the West and some are
dlfferent. The same are the beliefs of the elite. class in govern
_1ng and the dlfference aSpects are, the West aren't empha51ze in.
vfrellgxon in researching qhe1r theorles, etcept the middle age of
»VLurope whicn the same as Iaan, because in the middle age the re
ligion had much 1§fluence in secular governments.

The 1deas of Isan and the West are the same about evalua

’.tion of the value Jngement ogipower.’ 1he power hadn't value
' meanxng in itself but the using and results of using power ‘make
value judgement of that powver, Anyone can have power if he has
: the resources -of power use thems - —-- co .
’ ) The 1deas of power in ancient Isan society are represene'
;Hted to the present.. The most important thing is the belief in
‘e‘elite clnsses, influcence of rellblon, and Superstitious belief.
Nevertheless present -Isan soczety is developxng in economic, |
social and polltxcal activities very much, The ideas of Democracy
and science sprea& all over the society, so the new thoughts are
nore acceptabie but the'traditionai ideas‘aren;t destroyed;.These
‘are two currents in the society.“ The result of the two are,
"both p051tive and negative way for Democracy. The ;031tlee are
: about the moderate way of 11v1ng, the generosity and compromise;
the negat;ves are that the tradltlonal thought not to encourage

populer participation. These make Democtatlc regime in Thai

society has many problems.,



