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INSTRUMENTAL SOLO OF PIPE, THE THAI QUARDUPLE-READ IN PHRA APAI MANEE
PERFORM, THE THAI LITERATURE: A CASE STUDY OF MASTER PEEB
KHONGLAITHONG’S PERFORMANCE

DARARAHT HUTAWATTANA 5337011 MSMS/M

M.A. (MUSIC)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: NARONGCHAI PIDOKRAJT, Ph.D., ANAK
CHARANYANANDA, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

Quialitative methodology was applied for the research of this thesis, with its objective the
study of Master Peep Khonglaithong's biography and musical works. This includes analyzing the
instrumental solo of pipe in Phra Aphai Mani performance by studying from the interviews and
relevant documents. The findings of this research revealed the following.

Master Peeb Khonglaithong has been an expert for main melody of his performances due
to his musical family since his grandfather's period. He started studying Thai traditional music from
gong playing and then started practicing pipe from Master Thiap. While attending his class at the
College of Dramatic of Arts, Master Boonchuay Sowatr was one of his teaching assistants.

According to the study of Master Peep's sound recording of instrumental solo of pipe in
PHRA APHAI MANI for all nine songs, it indicated that Master Peep's performance style was distinct
in emotional conveyance and pipe melody conduct in each lyrical movement to the same direction with
the singer. Most of the note movement nature was not overly disjunct , except for some uttering
intervals of the singer that had disjunction progression of pipe; the performance was then conducted in
the same direction. In addition, different techniques signifying the proficiency and experience of the
performer were also well applied.

The role of each song in Phra Aphai Mani performance played in communicating
the play plot to the audiences and each music studied used pipe as the main melody matching

with the singer.

KEY WORDS: MASTER PEEB KHONGLAITHONG/ INSTRUMENTAL SOLO OF PIPE/
PHRA APHAI MANI
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THE INSTRUMENTAL SOLO OF THE PI, A THAI WOODWIND INSTRUMENT, AS
COMPOSED IN PHRA APAI MANEE, A THAI LITERATURE: A CASE STUDY OF
PEEB KHONGLAITHONG’S PERFORMANCES

DARARAT HUTAWATTANA 5337011 MSMS/M

M.A. (MUSIC)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITEE: NARONGCHAI PIDOKRAT, PhD., ANAK
CHARANYANANDA, PhD.

EXTENDED SUMMARY

Introduction

Thai music, which has been present since the earliest Thai civilizations, is
a major defining component of Thai culture and identity. Thai music plays several
roles in society, with functions in many occasions ranging from rituals to
entertainment. Thai music also consists of several components, such as the Thai
instruments, that are made by man. Two other essential components are the musicians
who play the music, and the songs that are to be played by the musicians. Such
components were composed to become melodious Thai music that has been inherited
for generations to the present; a valuable cultural heritage accepted by the masses.
Even in Thai architecture and literature, mentions about or related to Thai music are
evident to be seen up to the modern day.

Few authentic Thai musical instruments, which were invented by Thais
during the course of history, exist. One of these is the Pi (pronounced Bhee), which is
a woodwind instrument with holes and mechanisms of function unlike other countries’
woodwind instruments, and was invented by genuine Thai wisdom. Authentic Thai Pi,
which can produce sounds that imitate singing and speech, can be divided into 3 main
types: Outer, Middle, and Inner Pi (Tanit Yupodht, 1987: 76). Apart from playing in a
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variety of occassions, the signature sounds of Pi can also solo musical pieces through
which musicians can display their talent. When in the hands of experienced and
talented musicians, Pi produce a beautiful, alluring sound. As such, Pi may be thought
of as a symbolic instrument of Thai music, which is unique in its invention and
powerful but sweet-sounding tunes, no less than other countries on Earth.

Among Thai musicians who are experts in playing Pi, one must consider
Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong, who is a major figure in the field of Thai Pi, having
produced multiple pieces of work of exceptional quality. Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong is a
descendant of Mr. Teab Khonglaithong, a famous Pi musician. Mr. Peeb
Khonglaithong’s family largely consists of musicians since the generation of his
grandfather, Mr. Plaek Khonglaithong, who was close to Mr. Neaw Duriyapant, a
singer from the Fine Arts Department. Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong began studying Thai
music from his elder brother, Mr. Rasami Khonglaithong, by starting with the gong.
Later at ages 14-15, he began practicing playing Pi from his father, Mr. Teab, at home,
and earnestly continuing his studies at The College of Dramatic Arts. Mr. Peeb
Khonglaithong has a range of interesting works, such as the records of the Pi
performance used in the opening of the Krung Sri Chronicles television show (on
Channel 7), performances with the Duriyapraneet band at the National Theater, and
audio disc records of the Fine Arts Department. Currently, Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong is
an official in the Office of Music and Drama, at The Fine Arts Department.

One of Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong’s valuable and interesting pieces of work
is the record of his performances of the Pi musical pieces in Phra Apai Manee, which
is a famous piece of classic Thai literature that is well known by many people. Phra
Apai Manee was composed by Sunthornphu during his ordination as a monk, when he
was around 47 years of age at the time, during the reign of King Rama IlI.
Sunthornphu also added elements of his own life and other real life individuals.
Furthermore, this composition included philosophies from a range of foreign tales,
some elements of Thai history, imagination incorporating the nonexistent, and the use
of simple language for easy understanding. This story contains a multitude of
interesting components, although a major interest with respects to music is Phra Apai
Manee, the main protagonist, who holds a Pi as a musical instrument. Throughout the

story, Phra Apai Manee played a total of 11 songs, 9 of which Mr. Peeb
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Khonglaithong played, consisting of the following parts of the storyline. The first
performance was the Pad Cha song, played for the 3 Brahmins. The second
performance was the Brahmin Geb Hua Whaen song, played to kill Nang Phiseua
Samut. The third performance was the Khmer Pi Kaew song, played to call Sinsamut.
The fourth performance was the Ga Rean Thong song, played to catch Jao Laman. The
fifth performance was the Nok Jaak song, played to prevent troops from attacking the
town of Lang Ga. The sixth performance was the Glom Naree song, played to summon
Nang Laweng. The seventh performance was the Lom Pad Chai Kao song, played to
call Nang Laweng and the troops. The eighth performance was the Hayra Len Nam
song, played to capture Walayuda, Wayupak (for Srisuwan, Sinsamut, and Sudsakorn
to catch all three of them) and Hassakan. The ninth performance was the Khaek Mon
Bang Chang song, played to catch Walayuda and Wayupak, and Hassakan (after their
capture and to agitate the foreign army). It can be said that the recording of the Pi
performances in Phra Apai Manee is a piece of work that relates to Thai literature,
preserving Thai identity to the extent of two fields. Performing also requires that the
tune of the music represent moods of the particular parts of story, as well as helping

the singer’s voice sounds more melodic and graceful.

Research Aims
1. To study the history and musical works of Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong
2. To analyze the overall image of the Pi performances in the role of Phra

Apai Manee

Personal Information
1. Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong
2. Mr. Anan Sabaruek
3. Mr. Thapanat Thamtheang
4. Thai music students and scholars in Bunditpatanasilpa Institute
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Research Methodology

This research’s purposes are to study about the history and musical works
of Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong, and to analyze the overall image of Pi performances in the
role of Phra Apai Manee. The researcher proceeded with the research with the

according methods.

Information Collection Methods

1. Compilation of information from documents, treatises, and other
research related to the research that the researcher has explored from libraries,
websites, and advisory professors.

2. Information from data collection from fieldwork, through direct

interviews, video recordings, and audio recordings.

Information Organization Methods

The researcher organized the obtained information from treatises,
educational documents, related research, and interviews of qualified individuals
through the following methods:

1. Separating the obtained information into separate categories, mainly of those
associated with Phra Apai Manee, those associated with Pi performances, and those
associated with Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong.

2. Analyzing, comparing, and organizing the obtained information from
documents and related research.

3. Writing information collected from interview tapes in a document
format.

4. Compiling and separating all information according to their aims.
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Information Analysis

The researcher compiled all information in a document format, by
classifying them according to their aims for analysis as follows.

The first aim details the study of the history and musical works of Mr.
Peeb Khonglaithong. The researcher utilized historical concepts and theories as a lead
in studying Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong’s past history by analyzing information from
related documents and interviews with him. The information can be categorized in the
following sections.

1.1 Musical history of Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong

1.2 Academic and educational history of Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong

1.3 Works of Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong

The second aim leads to the analysis of Pi performances in the story of
Phra Apai Manee. The researcher utilized concepts of Human Musicology in order to
analyze the music in recorded notes, and the analysis of the overall image of the
musical pieces in ways such as the following through concepts in analyzing Thai
music.

2.1 Brief histories of the music pieces

2.2 Types of music

2.3 Characteristics of the lyrics

2.4 Tempo and beat

2.5 Melodic progression

2.6 Pi styles of Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong

2.7 Moods of the music

2.8 Relationships between the Pi melodies and poetic verses or lyrics

2.9 Roles of the Pi and music pieces

Based on the principle of analyzing Thai music, information that can be
used for analysis were collected from fieldwork and audio recordings of the Pi
performances of Phra Apai Manee, in which Mr. Jaeng Klaiseethong sang the verses

and Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong played the Pi.
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Research Conclusions

According to his birth certificate and civil registration, Mr. Peeb
Khonglaithong was born on September 24", 1953. However, his actual birth date is on
July 3, 1953. He is the 11" child out of 12 children of Teab, his father, and Sawang,
his mother. Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong is married to Mrs. Tanthip Khonglaithong.

Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong’s family is a family of musicians since the
generation of his grandfather Plaek. Continuing on in the next generation are his father
Teab Khonglaithong, and his mother Sawang Khonglaithong (Maiden name:
Vicheanpanya). Mrs. Sawang was in the Bang Khun Phrom palace as a singer in a
band of string instruments. Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong’s maternal grandfather was Pew
Vicheanpanya, a warden of the power lines of Bang Khun Phrom palace. His maternal
grandmother, Arun Vicheanpanya, was a courtier within Bang Khun Phrom palace as
well.

Mr. Peeb began his education in Thai music from playing the gong, which
he studied with Mr. Rasami Khonglaithong, his elder brother. He also studied Pi from
Mr. Teab, his father, and continued to earnestly practice at The College of Dramatic
Arts, where he was also taught by Mr. Bunchuay Sowat. During his studies, Mr. Peeb
Khonglaithong received the Narisara Nuvadtivongs scholarship. When he finished his
education at The College of Dramatic Arts, he passed the required examination and
immediately worked as an official in the Office of Music and Drama, at the Fine Arts
Department. He continued his studies at the Kru Baan Somdej Jao Phraya College and
completed his studies with a Bachelor of Education degree in musical studies major.
After completing his studies, Mr. Peeb was invited to be a special instructor at various
institutions. He later continued his Master’s Degree studies at Mahidol University’s
Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia. He completed his studies and
earned a Master of Arts degree in cultural studies, particularly in the music culture
major.

Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong passed the required examination and worked as
an official in the Office of Music and Drama, at the Fine Arts Department. Moreover,
in the same year, Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong received the Phra Pirane Award in the Thai
music championship, among with other skilled Thai music teachers, through

competing with Mr. Somneuk Soraprapan’s band with songs including Jeen Lo
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Prelude, Tayoi Khmer song, and Diaew Khaek Morn song at Wat Phra Pirane. He also
produced a multitude of audio recordings and performances, such as performing for
Somdej Phra Theppharatratsuda on Sundays, and had opportunities to follow Her
Royal Highness to perform Thai music pieces at the Cultural Center for many times.

One of Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong’s valuable and interesting pieces of work
is the record of his performances of the Pi musical pieces in Phra Apai Manee. Overall
studies indicated that each song utilizes similar techniques, such as moaning, blow
control, finger bolting, hoarse sounds, and air release. These are also important in
mood transmission and clarity of details. However, mood differences of each song
require different tunes in performing. For example, the Brahmin Geb Hua Whaen song
played during the killing of the Phisuea Samut is commonly used as a song in funerals,
in which Mr. Peeb’s musical style is characterized by using high-pitched sounds that
are sharp, steadfast, and clear, in techniques utilizing moaning and hoarse, high-
pitched sounds. As for the Glom Naree song played to summon Nang Laweng,
however, is done so for purposes of flirting and seduction. Here, Mr. Peeb uses similar
techniques to create hoarse, high-pitched sounds, although the methodology is
different, with the resulting sound being more soft and alluring. Mr. Peeb
Khonglaithong’s 9 Pi performances may be summarized as follows.

1. The Pad Cha song is played in Phra Apai Manee during the
confrontation with the 3 Brahmins, in which they asked Phra Apai Manee to
demonstrate his Pi skills. This song’s rhythm is in accordance with the double beats of
the “Na Tub Porb Kai”, consisting of 2 sections, each of which contains 4 beats. The
lyrics contain external rhymes as well as between verses according to the structure of
Glaun Pad (A special form of Thai Octameter poems).

Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong’s performance progresses in the same direction as
the singing component, despite a few mismatching notes. A slight mismatch in rhythm
also exists, with lyrics usually proceeding before the melody, and intervening with
music notes while drawing out the lyrics. Here, the Pi styles and techniques can be
displayed. Some examples are changes in volume, moaning, and the drawing out of
lyrics to complement Mr. Jaeng Klaiseethong’s singing performance. Moreover, Mr.
Peeb also uses the technique of trilling fingers during the period where the singer
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draws out their voices, in order to brighten up the song, adding a dreamy mellowness,
which is in line with the music piece’s meaning and the singer’s performance.

The social roles of the Pad Cha song are to accompany singing
performances and encouragement ceremonies, and also as a practice song used by the
Pi Phaat Chatri band. Apart from this, the Pad Cha song is also used for other purposes
such as the teacher worship ceremony of Dr. Chang and his associates, as well as to
accompany dances fittingly called the Pad Cha dance, which is performed during the
final parts of the royal ceremony of tossing and uniting of ropes.

The role of the Pi in the Pad Cha song aids and supports the meaning of
the song, creating a dreamy mildness, fitting with when Phra Apai Manee plays his Pi
to lull the 3 Brahmins to sleep. It is the musician’s duty to interpret and convey the
piece’s emotions for audience to feel while also listening to the singer and the story.

2. The Brahmin Geb Hua Whaen song is a song used in the Nang Hong
musical piece, which is used during the prelude to funerals. This song’s rhythm is in
accordance with the double beats of the “Na Tub Porb Kai”, consisting of 2 sections,
each of which contains 4 beats. The Brahmin Geb Hua Whaen song is performed in
Phra Apai Manee during the vanquishing of Nang Phiseua Samut. The lyrics’ structure
is that of Glaun Pad. The Brahmin Geb Hua Whaen song begins with a single Pi
performance, which is then accompanied by a Thai xylophone before proceeding to
the lyrical section. The instrumental melody progresses accordingly with that of the
singer.

Mr. Peeb’s performance of this song contains clarity, steadiness, and a
piercing sharpness due to the skipping of notes up to pitches higher than normal
sounds, which is then followed by the lengthy, continuous blowing of notes through
air release, combined with scattering and moaning. At the introduction of the lyrics, air
usage is controlled to create an intriguing, shaking sound. The section in which the
singer drags out his voice creates movement of the Pi while the singer stops at single
note. Apart from that, while the singer drags out his voice, the sounds in the Pi build
up with several notes oscillating as a group in the same direction with the singer,
interpolating in several sections, which is in according to part of the lyrics, “insertion
of the accented finger is sweet silence”. These characteristics of Mr. Peeb’s Pi

performance display the skills gained from the accumulation of experiences, in
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interpreting and conveying emotions of the musical piece by using several techniques
that remain true to the story, the lyrics, and the singer very well.

A social role of the Brahmin Geb Hua Whaen song is commonly known as
that as a prelude to a funeral, as a component of the Nang Hong song, which is
performed first before other songs. This displays a particular accordance with the story
when Phra Apai Manee mourns the fate of the dying Nang Phiseua.

Musicians must use the Pi in this song to convey emotions and feelings as
if the Pi’s sound was that of a shrilling executioner, but steady and sharp enough to
strike into the hearts to vanquish Nang Phiseua Samut. This should also be felt by the
audience while they follow the sound of the Pi, the actors, and the drama.

3. The Ga Rean Thong song is performed in Phra Apai Manee to call
Sinsamut. This song’s rhythm is in accordance with the double beats of the “Na Tub
Porb Kai”, along with a single section containing 4 beats.

Mr. Peeb’s performance utilizes blowing techniques as well as moaning
similar to the Pad Cha song and the Brahmin Geb Hua Whaen song, but give off a
different feeling due to the different accentuation and intensity used, which conveys
emotions of loneliness and sadness. There are 2 types of blowing technigues involving
gurgling (to cause a turbulence of voices in the throat), which includes rapid gurgling
during long periods of drawing out sounds, and distanced gurgling similar to one’s
sobbing. These convey the emotions in the play, as Phra Apai Manee summons
Sinsamut (his son) as he misses and is concerned about his son and lover.

The social roles of the Ga Rean Thong song depend on the time period. It
was widely popular during 1926, in which its composition was edited and expanded
upon by Mr. Montri Tramot and Luang Pradit Phairoh (Sorn Silapabanleng). In the
present, the Ga Rean Thong song continues to be performed and sung, and is also used
in Khon performances accompanied by musical bands.

With the role of the Ga Rean Thong song, musicians must convey the
emotions of loneliness, desolation, remembrance, and concern, in according to those
conveyed by the singer and the drama’s meaning, to the audience and actors at that
moment.

4. The Khmer Pi Kaew song is performed in Phra Apai Manee to summon

Sinsamut. This song’s rhythm is in accordance with the triple beats of the “Na Tub
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Porb Kai”. Despite the fact that the other songs’ rhythms are in double beats, this song
is in triple beats because this particular part of the story contains a sleep-inducing
lullaby. Thus, the Khmer Pi Kaew song has such a structure to convey mellow
emotions, creating visible dreamy feelings with a tempo slower than that of the double
beats.

Mr. Peeb’s performance is characterized by gradual relaxations in air and
voice in according to a slower tempo, gradually conveying lulling emotions along with
the singer. The gradual progression of the performance’s notes interpolate within the
singer’s dragged out voice. Oscillation of notes in groups, and hoarse sounds are used
during some parts to brighten up the song, as well as the soft moaning of notes. Other
than that, some parts of the piece are particularly interesting due to solo Pi sections,
where the singer pauses voluntarily for a solo Pi instrumental, before continuing on
singing.

The social role of the Khmer Pi Kaew song is to accompany vocals of
diverse Thai dramas such as E-Nhao, royal writings of King Rama Il, the 4 verse poem
about birds, and royal writings of King Rama V. Furthermore, Mr. Montri Tramot and
Luang Sanoh Duriyang (Thongdee) have edited the piece and accentuated the manner
of singing into the Sakwa verse form. This is an example that the Khmer Pi Kaew song
continues to be used in performances from such a time in society to the present.

With the role of the Khmer Pi Kaew song in the story of Phra Apai Manee
during the capture of Jao Laman, musicians must convey mellow, dreamy, and sleepy
emotions accordingly to the lyrics and drama, in order to give acknowledge and move
the audience when watching the performance.

5. The Lom Pad Chai Khao song was performed in the story of Phra Apai
Manee to prevent armies from attacking Lang Ga city. This song’s rhythm is in
accordance with the double beats of the “Na Tub Porb Kai”, along with 2 sections,
each of which contains 4 beats. The content induces nostalgia of one’s motherland, as
well as other people back at home who await one’s return.

Mr. Peeb’s performance progresses in the same manner as that of the
singer, a parallel movement of melodies with some skipping of notes in close
proximity. The Pi sounds played by Mr. Peeb convey mourning emotions through

gradual air relaxation whilst concentrating on moaning, which appears intermittently.
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This relates to the content which describes Phra Apai Manee’s rather lonely Pi
performances, where moaning also appears to be used.

The Lom Pad Chai Khao song also possesses social roles. In the past, the
only form of rhythm seen with it is that of double beats. Eventually, it was edited and
expanded upon to create Thao songs used in various performances. The song remains
popular in the present, being used to accompany vocals in other dramas such as E-
Nhao.

With the role of the Lom Pad Chai Khao song in the story of Phra Apai
Manee, musicians must convey emotions of separation and mourning accordingly to
the singer and the song, as well as enchanting the audience with the mood of the story
at that moment.

6. The Glom Naree song was played in Phra Apai Manee to summon
Nang Laweng. This song’s rhythm is in accordance with the double beats of the “Na
Tub Porb Kai”, along with a single section containing 4 beats. The content describes
Phra Apai Manee’s flirting of Nang Laweng, his lover, to stay with him and not leave
him, which is achieved by a mellow Pi performance in such a manner to court a loved
one.

In Mr. Peeb’s performance, the directions of the notes are usually sorted
together, but there are some skipping of notes and hoarse sounds with exceptionally
high pitches. Since the content of the song is mainly flirting and seduction, therefore
this piece has a soft and alluring tune unlike the other musical pieces.

As for the social role of the Glom Naree song, it is used in several other
dramas outside of Phra Apai Manee such as E-Nhao during sections presenting a
female affection due to its soft and mellow melody. The song was also adapted for
other uses in singing and solo instrumental performances.

With the role of the Glom Naree song in the story of Phra Apai Manee,
musicians must convey soft, mellow emotions to represent the courting towards Nang
Laweng in that particular part of the story.

7. The Nok Jaak song was played in Phra Apai Manee to call Nang
Laweng and the troops. This song’s rhythm is in accordance with the double beats of
the “Na Tub Porb Kai”, along with a single section containing 4 beats. The content
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details Phra Apai Manee’s continuous attempts to reach out to his lover, calling and
inviting her to come to him.

Mr. Peeb’s performance here progresses in the same manner as with the

singer, with notes often sorted in adjacent groups overall. There is also a usage of
high-pitched notes that are higher than normal, as well as moaning. Also, due to the
fact that a single note was often played in the song, finger spinning was also used to
create diversity to make the sounds more interesting. The interesting part of this piece
however, is the clarity of the sounds of high-pitched notes played by Mr. Peeb, as well
as the use of air and style to match the mood of the music, such as using moaning in
moments of begging and desperation.
A past social role of the double beat Nok Jaak song was its usage in Khon
performances. Some content that details the separation of characters were edited,
turning it into a Thao song. There were also changes in the way the lyrics were sung.
The song is then used in Khon performances up to the present.

In the Nok Jaak song, the Pi’s role is as an instrument that drives the
progression of the story, as well as conveying emotions of begging in line with the
singer and the story with techniques and styles of the musician, so as to reach the
actors and audience.

8. The Khaek Mon Bang Chang song was played in Phra Apai Manee to
capture Walayuda, Wayupak, and Hassakan.This song’s actual rhythm is in
accordance with the triple beats of the “Na Tub Porb Kai”.The content details Phra
Apai Manee’s Pi performance, which lulls the soldiers to sleep in order to capture
Walayuda, Wayupak, and Hassakan.

Mr. Peeb’s Pi performance in ) the Khaek Mon Bang Chang song in Phra
Apai Manee progresses with pitches ranging from medium to high pitches, which
relates to the lyrics at that moment in the story. There are also usages of moaning and
gradual air relaxation as with the past songs, in order to convey soft, mellow, and
dreamy emotions.

Social roles of the Khaek Mon Bang Chang song began in ancient times.
Originally the song’s rhythm had double beats, but was later modified by Phra Pradit
Pairoh (Kru Mee Khaek) into a triple beats piece, and by an unknown musician into a

single round beat piece. One of the most popular and celebrated edits in Thai music
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was by Mr. Montri Tramot. The Khaek Mon Bang Chang song was also used in other
dramas such as Khun Chang Khun Pan, when Khun Pan entered Khun Chang’s home
and took Nang Gaew Giriya as his wife, which contains content about warm feelings
towards a loved one. It was also used in E-Nhao, a royal writing during the time of
King Rama Il, as well as in other performances.

With the role of the Pi the Khaek Mon Bang Chang song, Pi must be a
major instrument to induce into emotions of the singer, the actors, and the audience,
into the dreamy and sleepy states, true to the part of the story the song accompanies.

9. The Hayra Len Nam song was performed in Phra Apai Manee to agitate
the foreign army after having captured Walayuda, Wayupak, and Hassakan. This
song’s rhythm is in accordance with the double beats of the “Na Tub Porb Kai”, along
with a single section containing 4 beats., although the performance in Phra Apai
Manee utilizes the double beats.

The song details Phra Apai Manee’s performance to wake the foreign
army. The lyrics describe the freshness of the morning, as well as one’s love towards
home, friends, and parted company.

Mr. Peeb’s performance in the Hayra Len Nam song progresses in the
same direction as with the singer, with air relaxation in order to befit the mood of the
music. Repetitive finger spinning was also used for notes that are played frequently
and repetitively. Air gurgling is also used during moments when voices are dragged, in
order to interpolate with the voices dragged out by the singers as with the other songs,
supporting the mood of the music to follow the story at that moment.

With respects to a past historical social role, the Hayra Len Nam song has
been expanded upon to create a Tub song called Tub Lom Pad Chai Khao. It was also
edited entirely to create a Thao song. The song was used in the past and the present to
accompany Sepa readings and other performances.

As with the other musical pieces, the Pi’s role in the Hayra Len Nam song
is as a major instrument that causes the progression of the melody along with the
singer, and one that supports the singer in conveying emotions to the actors and

audience.
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Research Results Discussion
From the study of the Pi musical pieces from Phra Apai Manee, Mr. Peeb
Khonglaithong’s performances can be divided into the following points in order to

discuss the results.

1. Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong’s musical abilities

Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong is a professional with respects to Pi performance
skills, with a range of academically valuable musical works, as well as a favorite of
Somdej Phra Theppharatratsuda Siam Borommaratchakumari. From interviews with
knowledgeable individuals in Thai music, one elementary school Thai music teacher
once said “When | heard Mr. Peeb’s Pi performance, | could immediately tell that it
was him without checking for the name of the musician”. This statement displays the
identity established by Mr. Peeb’s unique Pi sounds unlike that of any other musicians,
which he learned from his teacher Mr. Teab Khonglaithong, a talented Pi musician.
Mr. Peeb’s Pi sounds are clear, steady in sound, whether they are songs from Phra
Apai Manee or other musical pieces; Mr. Peeb is able to use several techniques to
convey emotions outstandingly. Panisara Puekhaew’s article (2003, pg. 13) once said
“When talking about Mr. Peeb’s Pi skills, Mr. Peeb is an exceptional musician in
conveying emotions of musical pieces; a musician who is able to use musical melody,

detail, as well as soft and heavy air control accordingly with the song’s mood”.

2. Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong’s Pi performances of Phra Apai Manee

Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong’s Pi performances according to the story of Phra
Apai Manee utilize sounds and techniques fitting the meaning and mood in each part
of the story. For example, the Pad Cha song performed in Phra Apai Manee when
meeting the 3 Brahmins had a sleep-inducing mood, in order to make the 3 Brahmins
fall asleep. The techniques used in the several musical pieces are similar, but are
different in the emotions conveyed by Mr. Peeb’s performances. For example, the
moaning in the Pad Cha song gives off soft, sleepy feelings, whereas the moaning in
the Brahmin Geb Hua Whaen song, however, conveys emotions of sadness. All of this
depends on the sound-altering techniques through Mr. Peeb’s air relaxation, which

arise from experience and the ability to interpret each musical piece, thus he can
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convey the emotions of the pieces in individual issues. Mr. Thapanat Thumtheang, a Pi
musician in the Thai orchestra of the Fine Arts Department once said, “Each song
requires different blowing techniques and contain different verses and melodies, as
such air release is also different...Within each song blowing techniques are similar,
and the moods of the musicians are different, so their understanding of the song’s
mood is an important factor in determining the emotions conveyed by the song... In
the piece in which Phra Apai Manee plays the Pi to vanquish Nang Phiseua, the high-
pitched moaning is an example of conveying emotions from Mr. Peeb”.

3. Pisongs in the story of Phra Apai Manee

From studies of Pi songs in Phra Apai Manee, all 9 songs consist of the
following pieces. The first song is the Pad Cha song, played for the 3 Brahmins. The
second song is the Brahmin Geb Hua Whaen song, played to kill Nang Phiseua Samut.
The third song is the Ga Rean Thong song, played to summon Sinsamut. The fourth
song is the Khmer Pi Kaew song, played to catch Jao Laman. The fifth song is the Nok
Jaak song, played to stop an army from attacking the town of Lang Ga. The sixth song
is the Glom Naree song, played to call Nang Laweng. The seventh song is the Lom
Pad Chai Kao song, played to call Nang Laweng and her troops. The eighth song is the
Hayra Len Nam song, played to catch Walayuda, Wayupak (for Srisuwan, Sinsamut,
and Sudsakorn to catch all three of them) and Hassakan. The ninth song is the Khaek
Mon Bang Chang song, played to catch Walayuda, Wayupak, and Hassakan (played
after catching them and to wake the foreign army). The different songs are all songs
that possess diverse social roles, including uses in entertainment, rituals, ceremonies,
and education. For example, apart from being used outside of Phra Apai Manee and
other performances, the Pad Cha song is also used in encouragement ceremonies,
present in Tub Nang Nak and Tub Mahoree, and used as a practice song by the Pi
Phaat Chatri band. Other than that, the Pad Cha song is also used in ceremonies such
as Dr. Chang’s teacher worship ceremony. The Brahmin Geb Hua Whaen song is a
song used in funeral preludes, within the Nang Hong musical piece. The Khmer Pi
Kaew song is used in performances accompanying vocals in several dramas such as E-
Nhao, royal writings in the time of King Rama Il, the 4-verse poem about birds, and
royal writings in the time of King Rama V.
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In the present, some of the aforementioned songs were used in
performances in the Music and Drama Concert of 2013, which is a stage performance
of Phra Apai Manee, of the Pi Pisawaas song and Pi Pi Kaat song. The episodes were
written by Mr. Seri Wangnaitham, a national artist, on April 7", May 12", and June
9™ 2013 at the National Theatre in Bangkok, on April 20" and June 15", 2013 in the
National Theatre at Supanburi, and on June 23", 2013 at the National Theatre at
Nakhon Ratchasima. Some of the different musical pieces used in the performance
were the Pad Cha, Nok Jaak, and Brahmin Geb Hua Whaen songs.

4. Role and emotional transmission of the songs in Phra Apai Manee

Each song performed in Phra Apai Manee is important in conveying
various emotions, as the main protagonist is Phra Apai Manee, a skilled Pi musician
whose abilities can cause listeners to fall asleep or even death. For example, the Pad
Cha song has a mood that induces sleepiness in order to lull the 3 Brahmins to sleep,
and was played during Phra Apai Manee’s first meeting with the 3 Brahmins. The
Brahmin Geb Hua Whaen song however, conveys feelings akin to an executioner
ready to strike deep into one’s hearts, to vanquish Nang Phiseua Samut’s life, which is
played when Phra Apai Manee kills Nang Phiseua Samut. Certainly, the songs are an
important component in communicating the story to the audience, and these
transmission of emotions is an important duty of the Pi musician, which is true to the
words of Sathean Duangjanthip (1990, pg. 128), who said “When viewing dramas or
puppet shows of Phra Apai Maee to now (when meeting the 3 Brahmins and when
vanquishing Nang Phiseua Samut), one would hear the sound of Phra Apai Manee’s Pi
echoing and grasping your mind, although the Pi sounds actually came from real

people who are playing on the side or behind the stage”.

Suggestions

This research allowed the researcher to learn about the musical history as
well as the performing styles of Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong, which may be adapted for
use such as in the following suggestions.
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Suggestions from Research

1. In the analyses of the Pi song performances in Phra Apai Manee, the
researcher investigated the song history, song type, song characteristics, tempo and
beat, melodic progression, Pi styles, song moods, relationships between the Pi melody
and the poetic verses or lyrics, as well as social and cultural roles of each musical
piece in Phra Apai Manee played by Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong. Interested individuals
may utilize these Pi skills to further their own practices and studies in deeper levels, to
preserve and pass on this art to future generations.

2. It is possible to use the songs in Phra Apai Manee as teaching materials

concerning the Thai language studies in Phra Apai Manee, the Thai literature.

General Suggestions

1. In this research, the researcher analyzed specifically the songs present
in the story of Phra Apai Manee that were performed by Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong. Mr.
Peeb’s work contains numerous other musical pieces, which are valuable materials
that are worth studying. Those interested may seek to learn about them more.

2. In this research, the researcher studied only the songs present in the
story of Phra Apai Manee that were performed by Mr. Peeb Khonglaithong.
Performances of these songs by other musicians, as well as other interesting pieces of

music other than those analyzed, are also worthy of further education.
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