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ABSTRACT

This study was purposed to clarify the relation of sin ta-mee to the Tai Dam’s
ethnic cultural heritage and also explain the reanimation process by the concepts of cultural
heritage, nostalgia, semiology and ethnic identity. These concepts were taken as a guideline for
the study analysis. This study was processed under the methods of qualitative research,
documentary research as well as direct experience from the Tai Dam ethnic group in western
Thailand, whose life has been involved with sin ta-mee fabric; for instance, manufacturers,
weavers, consumers and fabric collectors. The information was gathered though interview and
observation.

The researcher has found that sin ta-mee is the ikat woven dress of Tai Dam, which
their elders brought in while immigrating from Sip Song Chau Tai to Thailand in the Thonburi
period about 200 years ago. The importance of the fabric could be assumed in 4 categories: 1)
sin ta-mee might be the favorite and special dress of Tai Dam women, 2) it might refer to Tai
Dam’s social classes, 3) it might be typical fabric worn by Tai Dam people on special occasions,
and 4) the fabric weaving might not be inherited in Thailand. There has been found evidence of
sin ta-mee scattered in western Thailand which has the same form and pattern, but difference in
design. These are the forms of historical evidence that could assume sin ta-mee as a cultural
heritage with the worth of the original belief in ‘Tan’ and spirits of the ancestors. The
reanimation process found that Tai Dam were the main people who were motivated though the
re-contexture of sin ta-mee by weaving, usage, knowledge exchange and expansion as well as
fabric collecting. The main factors of the reconstruction process include ethnic realization and

nostalgia which could lead to a show of identity through sin ta-mee.
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