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THE ANALYSIS OF SINGING FORM AND METHODS OF PHLENG PROB KAI : A CASE STUDY
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THE ANALYSIS OF SINGING FORM AND METHODS OF PHLENG PROB KAI :
A CASE STUDY IN BAAN DON KHOI, PHETCHABURI PROVINCE

ANON KANJANAPHO 5237710 LCCU/M

M.A. (CULTURE AND DEVELOPMENT)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: SOROS SIRISAI, Ph.D., VEERANAN DAMRONGSAKUL,
Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

Phleng Prob Kai is an old folk plays culture in the central part of Thailand. It has
been played since the Ayudhya period. It an antiphonal singing between male and female with
the utterance relating to sexuality discourse and its rhythm was unique. At present, it is found
only in one band of Phleng Prob Kai left in the local community namely Baan Don Khoi. This
community is located in Pethchaburi, the province in central part of Thailand where the field
study was conducted during 2008-2010. As for the study on the analysis of singing form and
methods of Phleng Prob Kai, the researcher applied methods, concepts, and theories of Thai
music in order to be a guideline for studying. The process, form, and methods, including
rhythm and lyrics were studied in order to show the singing methods of folk songs and
background systematically. The study aimed to understand structural elements and forms of
playing Phleng Prob Kai in Baan Don Khoi community. It also aimed to analyze the forms and
methods of singing of Phleng Prob Kai.

The results of this study indicate that Phleng Prob Kai at Baan Don Khoi was
shown in two different occasions: first occasion was an annual show in front of ‘Phaw Poo’
the community shrine where spirits of ancestor are living and another occasion was for local
entertainment. There are in total 15 steps, 2 types and 4 rhythms of singing forms of Phleng
Prob Kai. As for the song, Phleng Prob Kai has 4 singing melodies and total 12 songs. As for
the lyrics, it is very popular to use the old-fashioned expression for singing. The new lyrics are
not popularly created. The singing methods are the prototype of folk singing style in the
central part of Thailand.

KEY WORDS: PHLENG PROB KAI/ FOLK SINGING/ FOLK PLAY/ ETHNOMUSICOLOGY

224 pages
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THE ANALYSIS OF SINGING FORM AND METHODS OF PHLENG PROB KAl :
A CASE STUDY IN BAAN DON KHOI, PHETCHABURI PROVINCE

ANON KANJANAPHO 5237710 LCCU/M

M.A. (CULTURE AND DEVELOPMENT)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: SOROS SIRISAI, Ph.D., VEERANAN
DAMRONGSAKUL, Ph.D.

EXTENDED SUMMARY

Introduction

To sing Phleng Prob Kai at Baan Don Khoi, Phetchaburi Province was an
annual festival in order to worship to Porpoo Shrine within Don Khoi village. It was
sung once a year which was on the 15" day of 6" lunar month of every year. The
singing objective was related to the belief of villagers which was believed that it was
worship to Porpoo for prosperity in their occupation and peacefulness of people in the
village. If there was no singing of Phleng Prob Kai in order to worship to Porpoo
Shrine in each year or singing other songs instead of Phleng Prob Kai, it was believed
that there would be a disaster in the village. Therefore, every villager in Baan Don
Khoi had highly paid attention in the establishment of this annual festival at Porpoo
Shrine.

At present, it was rarely to find Phleng Prob Kai because the popularity of
the listeners was dramatically decreased and the song guru who had the expertise in
singing this song was a few. During the period that the researcher was in the field
study (2008-2011), it could summarize that Phleng Prob Kai in Thailand currently was
remained at only one place that the song guru could gather in order to sing this song in
one team completely according to the step and form of Baan Don Khoi. From the

interview with Anek Navikamul, a song guru of Thai folk songs, he said that Phleng




o

UNAINGIEY WMIINGIAINHAD AR, (FAUBITULASMTNAIUT) / 209

Pob Kai at Baan Don Khoi used the oldest lyrics. The singing form was rather fixed,
the band can accept the invitation for cultural diffusion because people still paid
respect to Porpoo of the village. This research therefore focused on studying and
maintaining Phleng Pob Kai that was used to have a great value in the past before it
was totally lost.

Although the study of types of Thai folk plays was plenty, the study of
singing form for the folk plays which was a heart of learning music culture in the
society was few because there were some conceptual limitations. The study only
focused on how to play Thai folk plays and what context was related. The study on
singing form of folk songs could make people understand the musical culture deeply.
Therefore, only studying Thai folk musical culture by focusing on playing method and
contexts without any analysis of lyrics and melody would be insufficient since it could
not assess the value of lyrics and aesthetics.

From the above reasons, the researchers anticipated the benefits from the
study and analysis of singing forms and methods of Phleng Pob Kai at Baan Don
Khoi, Petchaburi Province. The research was conducted under the conceptual
framework and theory of ethnomusicology. The study was a part of Pethchaburi’s
culture by gathering and analyzing Phleng Pob Kai as musical culture. The research
result could make people understand the context and structure on singing Phleng Pob
Kai clearly, systematically, and concretely. In addition, it could preserve singing

culture of Phleng Pob Kai to continuously be with Thai society.

Objectives of Research

1. To study structural element and form of singing Phleng Prob Kai at
Baan Don Khoi, Phetchaburi Province

2. To analyze forms and methods of singing Phleng Prob Kai at at Baan

Don Khoi, Phetchaburi Province
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Research Methodology

The concept used in this research was Ethnomusicology by studying the
music of ethnic group as a part of overall culture of the society and by applying the
methodology of ethnography on the process of cultural data analysis. The research
result was presented by participating observation.

The approach to analyze lyrics which was written literary culture blended
with oral tradition was to apply Thai music and Thai vocal music theory as an
analyzing tool since studying subject and theory are related in the same direction. In
addition, Thai classical singing and Thai classical song had special identity in both
practice and specific terms, as well as, it had delicacy in itself. It could not be recorded
in the form under international theory because it was afraid that the specific singing
aesthetics would be lost. The researcher hoped that to use Thai music and Thai vocal
music theory for explanation of being Thai folk would help.

To analyzed the content relating to singing form and method of Phleng
Prob Kai at Baan Don Khoi, Phetchaburi Province, the researcher had interviewed the
song guru about the process of playing Phleng Prob Kai in order to worship Porpoo
Shrine at Baan Don Khoi on the 15" day of 6" lunar month in 2008 and from the voice
record of the 20" show at the Musical Art Center, Bangkok Bank Public Company
Limited, dated 16™ August 1983 in order to support the consistency of data which was
a key factor for analysis only. Since the researcher was advised by the culture owners
who were a guru of Phleng Prob Kai. Singing Phleng Prob Kai in order to worship
Porpoo Shrine at Baan Don Khoi on the 15™ day of 6™ lunar month in 2008 and the
voice record at the Musical Art Center, Bangkok Bank Public Company Limited,

dated 16™ August 1983, were very perfect and clear in old lyrics and melody.

Summary Result of Research

Phleng Prob Kai was a dialogue song with antiphonal singing between
male and female. The content of the song aimed to reflect lifestyle and vision of Baan
Don Khoi’s villagers. The singing accent was in line with Baan Lad villagers, and the
singing form showed clear culture of Phleng Prob Kai. Sometime the song was sung
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by impromptu poet. Thai orchestra with five kinds of musical instruments was played
for Phleng Prob Kai. Phleng Prob Kai at Baan Don Khoi, Phetchaburi Province played
a role on lifestyle of villagers at Baan Don Khoi and it was a part responding to the
belief in sacred thing. As for the social change effecting to Phleng Prob Kai culture at
Baan Don Kai, the change of society, economy, education, technology and external
culture flew into the village. This caused the self-reliance community gradually
changed to the growth, especially in youth education in the village. The youth
popularly moved to live in other areas for their education and working life. The next
generation villagers had their lifestyle in modern society. The importance of tradition
and custom was decreased. The singing form of Phleng Prob Kai at present could be
divided into 2 kinds which were singing in the annual festival for worshiping Porpoo
Shrine in Baan Don Khoi village, and demonstrative singing in the cultural events of
the province. Both kinds of Phleng Prob Kai were clearly different. To sing in the
annual festival for worshiping Porpoo Shrine was completely played according to the
successive procedures every time, while the demonstrative singing was limited by
different time, audience, and objectives. Therefore, it was adjusted and cut some
procedures. In this regard, both kinds of Phleng Prob Kai were not consistent in
procedures and singing style.

The procedure for singing Phleng Prob Kai for worshipping Porpoo Shrine
at Baan Don Khoi was strict. Thai orchestra was played for overture, guru worship,
reading sacred words, introductory singing, singing for inviting deity, singing for guru
worship, singing for inviting good spirits, singing for transferring to the band,
introductory song, additional song, Phleng Kled, Jab Rueng (telling the story) and
taking a break, and then the show started with Phleng Kled and Jab Rueng, Phleng
Muay, Phleng Kled, Jab Rueng, Phleng Kled, and closing song.

As for the analysis on the singing form of Phleng Prob Kai at Baan Don
Khoi, the researcher selected the case of singing Phleng Prob Kai for worshiping
Propoo Shrine at Baan Don Khoi on the 15" day of 6" lunar month in 2008. The

followings were the summary.
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1. Lyrics — The significant content of Phleng Prob Kai was its lyrics. It
found that there were 4 composition styles being used in Phleng Prob Kai at Baan Don
Khoi, Phetchaburi Province.

1.1 The composition in type of “verse” was used in the
introductory singing. As Phleng Prob Khai at Baan Don Khoi, Phetchaburi Province
was a folk play in the ritual and it was a tool for communicating with the sacred thing
(Porpoo) which was a belief from the ancient time. It could be said that the sacred
thing was not a human; therefore, the melody was especially composed in order to
communicate with supernatural thing. Like a prayer, the verse contained 4 — 6 words
in one canto, including both external and internal rhyme. However, there were no strict
criteria for the composition.

1.2 The composition in type of “Phleng Prob Kai” which was
specially composed verse. The composed words were placed as identified in the
criteria created in the past with the exact external and internal rhyme.

1.3 The composition in type of “Klon Hua Diew” which was
mostly found in folk songs of the central part with inter-canto rhyme. The word in the
last canto or the last word of the sentence would be in the same vowel of every canto.

1.4 The composition in type of “Klon Bodlakorn” (drama
verse) which its unique was a beautiful content showing straight emotion such as if it
was funny, it was very funny or if it was sad, it was very sad. Most of them were
found in the form of Thai octameter poem. It was convenient to insert that poem in the
lyrics. The number of words was suitable.

Phleng Prob Kai was a song focusing on the lyrics because language can
better communicate the content than music. In addition, the lyrics of Phleng Prob Kai
at Baan Don Khoi could reflect the cultures in the society, including oral tradition,
composition, structure of poem, literature, chorus of Phleng Prob Kai at Baan Don
Khoi and Nha-Tub Rhythm. The song in Phleng Prob Kai had shown the reflection of
cultural society.

The nature of lyrics of Phleng Prob Kai at Baan Don Khoi, Phetchaburi
Province was a lyrics sung from the past. Each singer could remember the content by
his/her heart and sing Phleng Prob Kai according to the structure of specified lyrics.

Then, it was continuously a criterion of singing this Phleng Prob Kai. However, such
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criterion still had a room opening for the singer to add, insert, or adjust the lyrics. This
could happen when the singer could not remember the lyrics or when the singer waited
for rhythm. It was a nature of human beings that have different ability in memorizing.
However, such addition or adjustment was still under the same structure of lyrics.

Although the lyrics of Phleng Prob Kai at Baan Don Khoi, Phetchaburi
Province, had brought the content from the past, it didn’t mean that the present lyrics
were a traditional one. It could be undergone the process of cultural society for a long
time. With the nature of the succession of oral tradition, it could be different from the
past version more or less. The researcher could not decide arbitrarily because it could
be easily incorrect. Such matter could be happened in the anthropological research that
used the current familiarity for deciding the past. Since Phleng Prob Kai at Baan Don
Khoi, Phetchaburi Province was sung in the ritual, its function was to be a medium
between villagers and supernatural things (Porpoo). The awareness in the change or
revision of the lyrics could rarely happen because of respectfulness of singers to
Porpoo, the original lyrics of Phleng Prob Kai still remained.

In addition, it found that in some verses, the lyrics were more outstanding
than melody. This meant that the rhythm in some parts had word stress which
followed the emotion of poem at that moment. In this style, the singer would be free to
fully express his ability and the singer would use the words that the villager could

understand easily.

2. Singing melody — In each part of Phleng Prob Kai, it was a song of
“hundred lyrics with one melody” that meant in each part there was only one melody,
but the lyrics could be changed. This style could be found in general dialogue songs
that focused on communication, beauty of language, and aesthetics of songs with
beautiful words of folk songs. Phleng Prob Kai then focused on applauding rhythm
only. In addition, the singing melody was also different in each step. It was found that
there were 4 types of melodies in Phleng Prob Kai, including melody for long poem,
1% applauding melody, 2" applauding melody, and Phleng Kled melody.

Thai orchestra with five kinds of musical instruments was played, while

the melody of Phleng Prob Kai was decorated with the sound of “drawing out the
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note” that each song guru had his/her own style under the same song structure. The
sound of drawing out the note was usually found in folk songs.

However, to explain for understanding every type of pronunciation in
singing, especially singing in folk songs was a sensitive and complicated issue because
the voice was from a talent and the singer understood himself. It was an abstract
without any equipment like other field of arts. Unlike musical instrument, it is
intangible. Both singers and audiences could not see how the sound of the wind
worked, but they knew the starting point of the wind which was where the beginning
sound had started. The consciousness of learning was used; therefore, it could not
explain to any person outside Thai’s culture to clearly understand. This was only the
additional part for better understanding of people in the singing culture.

At present, the status of Phleng Prob Kai at Baan Don Khoi, Phetchaburi
Province, still played a role in the cultural society. It could respond to the demand of
Baan Don Khoi’s villagers. Currently, Phleng Prob Kai was still important and it
stayed with the village of Baan Don Khoi, Phetchaburi Province as long as the

worship tradition remained in the community.

Discussion of Research Result

In the part of belief, it could say that villager living at Baan Don Khoi was
mostly related to belief. This could be known from the respectfulness and worshipping
to the family Shrine that every family would have their own Shrine for worship
making near Porpoo Shrine. On the 6™ month of every year, the villagers would sing
Phleng Prob Kai together in order to make worship. It was believed that happiness and
safety would happen in the village and rain would seasonally fall. To sing Phleng Prob
Kai as a gift to Porpoo fo the village was considered as symbolic need which was a
duty of Phleng Prob Kai in the society. This could relate to the role and duty of song
guru towards society. The singer of Phleng Prob Kai in the past would really
specialize in singing. They were trained by frequently singing in the event because of

the past popularity. At present, the frequency for singing Phleng Prob Kai was a few
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times in one year. In addition, the singers had their own occupation; therefore, they
had less time to practice.

The status of Phleng Prob Kai at Baan Don Khoi, Phetchaburi Province,
had been developed from folk plays to semi-performance. As a result, its value of arts
was evaluated in the way of demonstration or performance which could accept the
invitation for cultural diffusion at learning centers in Phetchaburi Province. In this
regard, the problem on status of singing Phleng Prob Kai of Baan Don Khoi had
become an example. Under the tradition of singing Phleng Prob Kai in order to
worship Porpoo of Baan Don Khoi’s villagers, the singing procedure was more
detailed than the performance for cultural demonstration. The procedure of the
performance was adjusted in order to be in line with current status. If the researcher
only conducted surfaced field research, it could damage the culture of Phleng Prob
Kai.

In the relationship of Prob Kai Band at Baan Don Khoi, Phetchaburi
Province, and Prob Kai Band from other areas, it was a normal thing of cultures that
was unavoidable to accept some cultures from each other. Sometime, it could not
segregate who had borrowed. However, from the analysis of evidence, all studied data
in this research could be summarized that it was the same fundamental relation of the
root of Phleng Prob Kai’s culture. It was a cultural meeting under the framework of
cultural interaction theory which was the normality of humankind that exchange and
mix the culture of Phleng Prob Kai with vicinity areas. It was developed until it was a
specific identity of the culture and the previous structure telling the same origin.

It was noticeable that the present Phleng Prob Kai was for fulfilling one’s
vow to spirits that was considered as good spirits and were mostly benefit to us. For
example, Phleng Prob Kai at Baan Don Khoi was popularly sung for worshipping
Porpoo in the village, while Phleng Prob Kai at Baan Viengtun was popularly sung for
worshipping Porkokkratai. It could imply that to talk about the rude thing relating to
intercourse in the past could be for exorcising. Conversely, it was for worshiping the

sacred things in Vajrayana sect.
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Research Approach for Folk Songs

The researcher foresaw that although the current technology was
developed and it could facilitate the study and research collection, it could not good
enough for collecting singing culture. If the researcher had no knowledge, experience,
or was not in the singing culture directly, it would be disadvantage on data collection
since in the past we usually collected data on the culture of folk songs from related
documentation, its history, singing methods, procedures, lyrics, and method of
dissemination. In musical culture, this documentation could not carry on melody and
singing style. Most of melodies were overlooked in that culture such as several styles
of singing methods, idea of singers who was a culture owner, breathing method,
difference of melodies, lyrics for each singing time, limitation of melody, lyrics, and
rhyme in different melodies. These things was a heart of conservation that could help
people understand the aesthetics when playing, performing, and singing in the culture

of folk songs completely and deeply.

Problems on Researching Singing Form of Phleng Prob Kai at Baan
Don Khoi, Phetchaburi Province

According to the field study in the research and analysis of singing form of
Phleng Prob Kai at Baan Don Khoi, Phetchaburi Province, although there was a plan
under the Ethnomusicology theory in type of ethnographic research, including
technique on data collection. However, some problems on research making were

found which its origin could be analyzed as follow:

1. Problem on data stability — The nature of Phleng Prob Kai was an oral
tradition. There was no written record about singing like literature. The song was sung
from idea and impromptu poet at that moment under the structure of such context. As
a result, it would be different every time that the singer sang with the same lyrics.
With this condition, the researcher must work hard by conducting the in-depth
interview into each word of lyrics with the singer. The result showed that there was a
deviation in the previous lyrics. The researcher had sampled by random sampling the
similar lyrics that the singer frequently sung and presented the result in the research.
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2. Problem on searching melody in the past — With antiquity of the
culture of playing Phleng Prob Kai which it related to the singing melody, the problem
on searching a stability of singing melody had occurred. However, with the nature of
cultures that was never stable, the researcher tried to search the method that could
obtain the data for the completeness of such culture. The singing culture was very
difficult for searching the data since the art of singing had no concrete equipment like
musical instrument. In addition, the singing culture was abstract, intangible, and it was
only sound wave that once was pronounced and gone. For the method for searching
the old melody of Phleng Prob Kai, besides the sound later recorded, there was no
chance to hear the previous singing sound of Phleng Prob Kai that the electronic tool
was available.

One thing that could use for analyzing the singing melody of Phleng Prob
Kai in the past was to present the overview of Phleng Prob Kai singing from different
areas which was limited by duration of research. The researcher therefore only
presented the research concept with the expectation in the future that the completeness
on studying singing melody in the academics cycle would be happened, especially in

ethnomusicology.

3. Problem on understanding in transcription — In the research on folk
songs it was inevitable to present the data of melodies found in the research such as
feature, form, and melody of pray sound, singing sound, and voice, including the sound
that was not in the performance such as audience sound, and sound from the environment
at that moment. In order to understand the principle of aesthetics of musical arts and
dancing arts, the researcher needed to translate the transcription or interpret the collected
singing sound by changing from abstract to concrete data. In addition, the attempt on
showing singing melody by interpreting into the picture of notes with the completed and
correct details of singing was very difficult because both international and Thai classical
notes had no enough efficiency to explain culture creation and culture used in the song.
Moreover, it found the flexibility of oral tradition culture and details of style with singing
methods that were different in each singer. In this regard, the summary on singing melody
could not be found and the analysis on singing melody could only conducted by

presenting the structural overview of each melody only.
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However, in the research making, the researcher tried to solve those
problems in order to obtain the concrete conclusion and correct understanding in both
overview and details of the research. The researcher had presented the data from text,
research documentation, academic articles, evidences that the researcher had explained
in the background, including field data of the researcher. The approach to analyze the
data on ethnomusicology and theory of Thai musical arts were used in order to get the
research result completely, correctly, and reliably in order to maintain the culture of
Phleng Prob Kai.

Suggestions

This research was a study of the singing culture of Phleng Prob Kai at
Baan Don Khoi, Phetchaburi Province only. Therefore, the obtained data was limited
by the duration of research. If the research area was expanded into other areas such as
Baan Viengtun, Ratchaburi Province, Baan Srakratiem, Nakhonprathom Province, and
Baan Huayrong, Phetchaburi Province. The obtained data on singing culture and
contexts should be compared in order to get more benefit and acknowledge more
details of Phleng Prob Kai.
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