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ABSTRACT

The aims of the research are 1) to study the availability of the SMEs in the food
industry for entering the AEC. 2) to compare the availability of the SMEs in the food
industry for entering into the AEC. 3) to study problems and barriers of the SMESs in the
food industry for entering into the AEC and 4) to present guidelines for the promotion of the
SMEs in the food industry for entering into the AEC to Bureau of Agro-industry
development.

The results showed that 1) a level of the availability of the SMEs in the food
industry for into the AEC areas of labor, technology, logistic, market, rule, management,
and research and development is moderate and the availability of network is low. 2) To
compare the availability of the SMEs in the food industry for entering the AEC found that
the business models that are different and can affect the availability of labor, technology,
logistic, market, network, rule, management, and research and development of the Asean
Economic Community as well. The difference of business sizes affects the availability of
labor, technology, logistic, market, network, rule, management, and research and
development of the AEC as well. And, the difference in customer groups affects the
availability of labor, technology, logistic, market, network, rule, management, and research
and development of AEC as well. 3) Problems and barriers of the SMEs in the food industry
for entering the AEC; most of SMEs have problems with funding, languages, transportation,
laws, production process, public relations, finding a suitable market amongst the AEC, and
creating a new product or finding products that meet international standards and are inline
with trade barriers between countries. The market is not strong enough, and knowledge of
regulation, laws of the AEC is weak. And 4) guidelines for the promotion of SMEs in the
food industry for entering the AEC to Bureau of Agro-industry development found that
Bureau of Agro-industry development must act more as a coordinator in an affect to
combine SMEs and manage funding development projects required to develop the aspects
of SMEs organizations and the management of foreign language training (ASEAN) needed
to strengthen the language skills of SMEs.
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