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COMMUNITY ECONOMY AND PREPARATION STRATEGIES FOR ENTERING
ASEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY: CASE STUDY ON KLONG LAD MAYOM
FLOATING MARKET

DUONGRAT SUKHANIL 5436979 SHPP/M
M.P.A. (PUBLIC POLICY AND PUBLIC MANAGEMENT)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: NOPRAENUE S. DHIRATHITI, Ph.D.,
PHUT PLOYWAN, Ph.D., GAMOLPORN SORNSRI, D.P.A.

ABSTRACT

The purposes of research on “Community Economy and Preparation
Strategies for Entering the ASEAN Economic Community: case study on Klong Lad
Mayom Floating Market” are 1) to study the characteristic and community economy of
Klong Lad Mayom Floating Market community 2) to study the preparation strategies
for entering the ASEAN economic community by Klong Lad Mayom Floating Market
community 3) to study adjustment approaches and preparation for entering the
ASEAN economic community of Klong Lad Mayom Floating Market community by
using qualitative research methodology , group in-depth interviews and observation;
without participation by 18 samples.

The researcher found that the characteristic and community economy of
Klong Lad Mayom Floating Market community is a “sufficient economy community”.
The research show that the samples consider ASEAN economic community as “the
high competing capability region” and “the equal economic growth region”, which, in
terms of the ASEAN economic community, are correlated with the economic
community in the aspects of “strength distribution system and sustainability building”
and “conservation of local knowledge”. In conclusion, the ASEAN economic
community establishment scheme is correlated with the community by 2 points, which
are the high competing capability region and the equal economic growth region that
citizens in Klong Lad Mayom community and others have to realize, are interested in
and are seriously informed more. Citizens need to adapt themselves as well. The
samples rank the preparation strategies for entering the ASEAN economic community;
which are no.1 “Language”, no.2 “Bureaucratic Responsibility”, no.3 “Education” and
“Supportive Information” and no.4 “Focusing on security and contagious diseases”

KEY WORDS: COMMUNITY ECONOMY / ASEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY
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COMMUNITY ECONOMY AND PREPARATION STRATEGIES FOR
ENTERING ASEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY: CASE STUDY ON KLONG
LAD MAYOM FLOATING MARKET

DUONGRAT SUKHANIL 5436979 SHPP/M

M.P.A. (PUBLIC POLICY AND PUBLIC MANAGEMENT)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: NOPRAENUE S. DHIRATHITI, Ph.D.,
PHUT PLOYWAN, Ph.D., GAMOLPORN SORNSRI, D.P.A.

EXTENDED SUMMARY

1. Introduction

With the advent of ASEAN Community, especially ASEAN Economic
Community (AEC) in 2015, all member countries must be ready to cope with the
upcoming AEC. As for Thailand, it is quite a challenge to make the Thais thoroughly
understand AEC. Only small numbers of people are fully aware and prepared to enter
AEC. Those ready for AEC are a group of well-educated people such as the
University professor, the researcher, the politician and social leader. Meantime,
Thailand has not given up hope to build awareness and readiness among the Thais.

Klong Lad Mayom Floating Market is located at 30 Moo 15, Bang Ramad
Road, Kwaeng Bang Ramad, Khet Taing Chan, and Bangkok. It had won the award as
the best community tour destination in Bangkok for Thailand Tourism Authority in
2007 as a result from community management by the locals. Importantly, the main
objective for establishing Klong Lad Mayom Floating Market is to maintain the
community natural surroundings for preserving community well-beings in its natural
state as the best economic community. This community is considered as an example

for community planning and managing as well as having an excellent community
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leader. With this reason, the researcher is interested in studying the economic
community of Klong Lad Mayom Floating Market to find out how well it prepared for
AEC. Therefore, the study focused mainly on community specific nature and
economic conditions at Klong Lad Mayom Floating Market, leading toward
preparation and readiness for AEC as the useful example of other economic

community.

2. Research objectives

2.1 To study specific characteristic and community economy of Klong
Lad Mayom Floating Market

2.2 To study Preparation Strategies for entering ASEANS Economic
Community of Klong Lad Mayom Floating Market

3. Research Scope
This study was done as the qualitative research on the following aspects:

1. Academic content such as community concept, ASEAN
Community, AEC, including the study on the background and physical nature of
Klong Lad Mayom Floating Market

2. Research Methodology such as In-depth Interview and
Focus Group Interview involved interviewing samples, namely, the governmental
officers, business entrepreneurs and the locals, including the use of Non-participation
observation to study the current nature of Klong Lad Mayom Floating Market

3. As for the demographic information in this study, data were
collected from the local stakeholder in Klong Lad Mayom Floating Market, Taling
Chan, and Bangkok, comprised of the government officers at Taling Chan District

Office, Bangkok, Local entrepreneur and local at klong Lad Mayom Floating Market.
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4. Research Methodology

In this research, the researcher had chosen to conduct the Qualitative
Research using two approaches to derive at the accurate and sufficient information for
data analysis, namely, data from the relevant documents on the current economic
conditions of Klong Lad Mayom Floating Market community, including its readiness
to enter ASEAN Economic Community and data from the In-depth Interview and
Focus Group Interview with those stakeholders in the preparation strategies. This also
included Non-participation observation to acquire data and recommend other
communities to prepare for AEC more effectively which coincided with all 3 set
objectives. The researcher classified data based on the acquired sources as follows:

Samples in Group 1 comprised of 7 people from Klong Lad Mayom
Floating Market whereas Group 2 contained 10 business entrepreneurs in Klong Lad
Mayom Floating Market and Group 3 has only one officer from Taling Chan District
Office. Research data and methodology were verified for accuracy and reliability,
validity and Methodological Triangulation, starting from initial gathering of
documents. This study also engaged the In-depth Interview, Focus Group Interview
and Non-participation observation as compare with similar data collected from
different people in the same community. In the case of unmatched data, the researcher
would recollect data to ensure data similarity and reliability. If data are proven to be
identical and reliable, then the researcher would repeat asking the same questions with
the informants, reflecting the most accurate data. Once the acquired data matched
with the given topic the researcher would conduct the analysis and synthesize data so
that the findings could be presented to the thesis advisory committee. Then, the

complete findings would be expressed further as the content analysis.

5. Data Analysis

The researcher conducted the Content Analysis after all acquired data had
been passed the initial verification for reliability and accuracy. Since the Content
Analysis was focused on the analysis, synthesis and edit for content coordination,

concurrence and relevant context, the comment referred mainly on the relationships
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and various contexts to explain true phenomenon under the research conceptual
framework as presented in chapter 1 and related documents and theories in chapter 2.
To conclude, after verifying the accuracy of results from the in-depth
interview, focused group, non-participative observational analysis, the findings were
subjected to analysis, synthesis and compile systematically to match the research

objectives before making the descriptive presentation.

6. Research Results and Discussion

6.1 Specific Characteristic and Community Economy of Klong Lad
Mayom Floating Market

All 3 sample groups agreed to the specific characteristics of Community
of Klong Lad Mayom Floating Market as the semi-agricultural community with
natural lifestyle, but incline toward the non-participative observation. It was found
that most family members such as maternal and paternal grandparents grew
vegetables and fishing for household consumption and sold the excess for profit. As
for members in other families, such as, father, mothers, children would go out to work
and study as the urban residents. As soon as they returning home, their lifestyles
would be much simpler.

The specific characteristic of community at Klong Lad Mayom Floating
Market is the generosity, helping and uniting with each other. The community leader
with extremely well-educated and extended vision in the community management
could make the community strong.

The research findings indicate that Klong Lad Mayom community is the
self-sufficient community which coincided with the theory of “sufficient economy”.
According to Dr. Pravet Vasee, sufficient has 7 meanings. The details in the table
displayed the concurrence between “sufficient economy” and specific community
characteristic and economic conditions of Klong Lad Mayom community

3

The above mentioned statement suggested the “ sufficient economy” is
being practiced at Klong Lad Mayom community and the award for the best tour
destination in Bangkok from the Tourism Authority of Thailand in 2007 guaranteed

that the community managing by the community locals. Moreover, the main objects
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for establishing Klong Lad Mayom community involved the preservation of

community natural surroundings for sustainable community benefit.

6.2 Preparation Strategies for Entering ASEAN Economic
Community: Case Study on Klong Lad Mayom Floating Market

The research findings and discussions on “Community Economy and
Preparation Strategies for Entering ASEAN Economic Community of Klong Lad
Mayom Floating Market” are being presented in 20 topics as follows:

1. The findings on the topic “Tax Reduction /Waived Tax”
indicated that all 3 groups had, perceived and interested in this topic, but group 2 or
the business entrepreneurs had misunderstood and not knowing true meanings. The
researcher noticed that the primary target to educate on this issue is a group of
entrepreneurs because their direct correlations to trade, especially understanding in
corporate taxes. Perhaps, the misunderstanding resulted from the time of day which
most entrepreneurs working for the government or private companies and some may
be working on their gardens at homes. Therefore, they had no time to study or
following news as those locals who had received AEC news regularly from various
media or the government trainings.

2. The findings on the topic “Non-Tariff Barriers” indicated
that both sample groups (locals and Government officers) perceived, but the
entrepreneurs understood and interested, but misunderstood as a result “Non-Tariff
Barriers”. This is the difficult issue to understand and required the in-depth study
which involved the policies that rather unfamiliar for some people.

3. The findings on the topic “Rules of Origin” indicated that
both locals and entrepreneurs groups had perceived and interested highly in this issue
because it was the familiar topic and involved in their daily livings whereas the
government group had not perceived on this issue and it was not involved in their
daily lives.

4. The findings on the topic “Priority Integration Sector and
Non-priority Services Sector” indicated that both groups (locals and entrepreneurs)
had not perceived on this issue and the government officers had perceived and

interested, but misunderstood on this issue because “Priority Integration Sector and
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Non-priority Services Sector” was rather difficult to understand and require the in-
depth study as well as being the unfamiliar policy for some people to understand.

5. The findings on the topic “Capital Markets” indicated that
locals had not perceived on this issue, but the entrepreneurs and the government
officials had perceived and interested, but misunderstood on the true meaning. This
resulted from the locals were unfamiliar with the issue and not involved in their daily
lives, whereas it was a good start for the entrepreneurs and the government officials to
express their interests even though capital markets were directly involved with large
enterprises.

6. The findings on the topic “The Capital Flows” indicated that
locals and government officials had perceived and interested on this issue whereas the
entrepreneurs had not perceived and had misunderstood on true meanings. The
researcher noticed that they should learn more about the issue than other groups
because it was directly involved with the trade. However, the entrepreneurs
understood more on closely related issue such as SME and Circulated Funds. The
reason for entrepreneurs not understanding true meanings may result from majority of
them working during weekday for the government, private companies or in the garden
at home, so they have no time to learn or received trade news from various media as
compared to the locals watching news from various media. Moreover, the government
officials had received initial trainings on AEC.

7. The findings on the topic “Increasing and maintaining
proficiency level in the Foreign Direct Investment and Regional Investment”
indicated that the entrepreneurs and government officials had perceived and interested
on this issue because they listened to the news. The entrepreneurs perceived and
understood primarily about investment whereas the government officials had received
some training on AEC. The locals perceived and interested on the issue, but lacked
understanding on true meaning. Since this issue was not related to the locals’ daily
livings, they had not truly learnt and understood this issue.

8. The findings on the topic “The Avoidance of Bilateral
Double Taxation” indicated that all 3 sample groups had not perceived in this issue.

The researcher mentioned the difficulty in understanding the Bilateral Double
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Taxation because it was the new issue and required time to study in details so none of
samples understood this issue.

9. The findings on the topic “Commercial Electronics”
indicated that the entrepreneurs and government officials had perceived and interested
on this issue because it was the familiar issue. The government officials frequently
used the computers and involved technology in their daily tasks, so they understood
this issue clearly. As for the locals, most of them perceived and interested in this
issue, but all samples were middle-aged group to elderly group who had not known
how to use advance media and technology.

10. The findings on the topic “Transportation Coordination”
indicated that all 3 groups had thoroughly understood, perceived and interested in this
topic because transportation is the basic knowledge and closely related to daily living
of all people.

11. The findings on the topic “ASEAN Logistics” indicated
that a group of locals and a group of government officials perceived and interested in
this issue, but a group of entrepreneurs had not perceived, understood and known true
meanings. The researcher noticed that a group of entrepreneurs should learn more
about the issue than other groups because it was directly involved with the trade.
However, the reason for entrepreneurs not understanding true meanings may result
from majority of them working during weekday for the government, private
companies or in the garden at home, so they have no time to learn or received trade
news from various media as compared to the locals watching news from various
media. Moreover, the government officials had received initial trainings on AEC.

12. The findings on the topic “Logistic Coordination”
indicated that all 3 sample groups had thoroughly understood, perceived and
interested in this issue because it was the fundamental knowledge and most locals
understood how logistics function and transportation was involved in their daily
livings. The campaign for energy conservation was conducted through printed media,
radio and television and throughout local areas.

13. The findings on the topic “Financial support for numerous
infrastructures” indicated that all sample groups had less interest and perception, but

all 3 samples groups thoroughly understood and focused on the financial support even
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though they needed to gain more understanding on the infrastructures. The researcher
mentioned that ‘“Numerous Infrastructures” involved the nation policies which
required the government assistance to make the general public understood the issue
more thoroughly.

14. The findings on the topic “Consumer Protection” indicated
that all 3 sample groups were thoroughly understood, perceived and interested in this
topic because it is the basic knowledge and closely related to daily consumption of all
people. As stated in the law, all people are entitled to the consumer’s protection.

15. The findings on the topic “Intellectual Property Rights
“indicated that all 3 sample groups had true understanding, perception, and interest in
this issue because the general public had basic understanding on the protection of new
inventions and products. Moreover, this issue is quite familiar to the general public
who received the related news. The campaign for “No copyright infringement” is to
inform the general public about the illegal activity.

16. The findings on the topic “Competitive Policies” indicated
that a local group had not perceived, whereas a group of entrepreneurs perceived and
interested but misunderstood the true meanings. As for a group of government
officials, they were not sure if they had perceived the competitive policies accurately,
but they expressed their interests on the issue because it concerned the nation well-
beings. The researcher noticed a group of locals and a group of entrepreneurs
perceived “Competition” as the trade competition and wanted to win. However, it was
found that only the community leader knew about this issue accurately because he had
studied this subject on the regular basis. Therefore, informing the general public on
accurate information is extremely important.

17. The findings on the topic “Guidelines for building unity
toward external economic interaction” indicated that a local and a group of
entrepreneurs perceived and interested but misunderstood the true meanings because
it related to the national policies which were unfamiliar and not directly involved with
their daily livings. Meantime, a group of government officials perceived and
expressed their interests in this issue because they had received primarily training in

AEC.
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18. The findings on the topic “Promoting Global Supply
Chain” indicated that a group of locals and a group of entrepreneurs had not perceived
this issue because it was directly related to International business and economy which
was rather difficult for the vendors and the locals to perceive and understand. As for a
group of government officials, they had learnt and taken interest in this issue from
observing the educated government officials, including knowledge in economy and
AEC.
19. The findings on the topic “Medium-sized Enterprise
Development” indicated that indicated that a group of locals and a group of
government officials had perceived and interested highly because most of them were
quite familiar with this subject, especially among entrepreneurs who directly related
to the Medium-sized Enterprise.
20. The findings on the topic “Initiatives for ASEAN
Integration” indicated that all 3 groups had perceived and interested in this issue
because the media arranged the broadcast and prepared the public on entering AEC in
2015.
The discussions topics 1-20 on the Community Economy and Preparation
Strategies for Entering ASEAN Economic Community of Klong Lad Mayom revealed
that samples perceived and interested in 2 main topics under community economy
concept of “Building a strong and sustainable distribution system” and “Conserving
Indigenous Knowledge”. Both main topics related to AEC conceptual framework in 2
topics as follows “High Competitive Edge Region” and “Being the region with equal
economic development”. The researcher noticed that samples understood, perceived
and interested in the topic “High Competitive Edge Region” and “Being the region
with equal economic development” because these topics were familiar and directly or
indirectly affected samples either positive or negative. Therefore, it is extremely
important for the locals at Klong Lad Mayom to focus their understanding, perception
and interest in AEC in the following 2 main topics “High Competitive Edge Region”
and “Being the region with equal economic development”. These 2 main topics are
related to the Community Conceptual Framework in  “Building a strong and
sustainable distribution system” and “Conserving Indigenous Knowledge” as being

presented in the following table:
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Research Conclusion on Community Economy and Preparation Strategies for

Entering ASEAN Economic Community: Case Study on Klong Lad Mayom

Floating Market
Community Indicator (Developed
Conceptual from ASEAN
Framework Economic Blueprint) Indicator

1.Building a strong and
sustainable distribution

system

2. High Competitive
Edge Region

4.2.10 Transportation

Coordination

4.2.11 ASEAN Transportation
plan

4.2.12 Transportation

coordination

4.2.13 Financial support for

numerous infrastructures

4.2.14 Consumer Protection

4.2.15 Intellectual Property
Rights

3. Conserving

Indigenous Knowledge

4. Being the region
with equal economic

development

4.2.19 Medium-sized

Enterprise Development

4.2.20 Initiatives for ASEAN

Integration

To conclude, the plan to establish AEC is related to the community in 2
main topics, namely High Competitive Edge Region and Being the region with equal
economic development. Therefore, the locals at Klong Lad Mayom Floating Market

and other communities must be seriously aware and interested in these issues.
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6.3 Guidelines to prepare strategies for entering ASEAN Economic

Community of Klong Lad Mayom Floating

Group 1: A Public Community Klong Lad Mayom Floating

The general public has focused on “language” as being the guidelines to
prepare strategies which is quite importance for selling products that demanded by
customers. Moreover, the ability to understand and communicate with different
languages could facilitate trading with ASEAN member countries as well as learning
about arts and cultures or other AEC related business that concerned directly with
Klong Lad Mayom Floating Market community, namely, trading, agriculture and
customer demand.

Another suggestion on the guideline and readiness involved “learning”
since learning is the lifetime process. Moreover, daily livings, fair thinking and
knowledge in all aspects focused on the approach and changing approach must be
embedded because good thinking and listening to other opinions without concerning
on own benefits. These aspects should help the public understanding AEC thoroughly.
In addition, good quality people would help develop better Thailand. Furthermore,

the government must be ready to broadcast all AEC information to the general public.

Group 2: Entrepreneurs of Klong Lad Mayom Floating

The community entrepreneurs had focused on “Language” as the
guideline to prepare significant strategies for trading. The non-participative
observation indicated that many foreigners visited Klong Lad Mayom Floating
Market regularly and quite often, the entrepreneurs could converse with foreigner
with good hospitality and no embarrassment even though they had difficulty speaking
English. The entrepreneurs focused heavily on language and suggested learning
ASEAN countries languages besides English as well as hiring the interpreter to help
communicate and put up the community sign in English.

Regarding “Promoting Knowledge in Promoting AEC”, the entrepreneurs
agreed that all Thais, especially the children should be trained to prepare strategies for
entering AEC. At the moment, the Thais has perceived more on AEC, but most locals
paid less attention to this issue. It is quite unfamiliar issue and indirectly related to the

locals’ lifestyles. Then, the youth must be embedded with knowledge on preparation
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strategies as being indicated “....it is the duties of the government to promote and set
up the guideline for preparation strategies....” Then, the politician must set good
example as for the general public, including improving qualities of Thai products to
meet the standard level and ready for the national competition. The promotional
guidelines and preparation of people and products for AEC should be included in the
government policies, enabled to put in actual practice. Then, educating the
agriculturists with knowledge on AEC is a must for preparation strategies so they
could understand and improve their agricultural products.

The entrepreneurs has recognized the significant value of “Learning
various information of AEC” as being the guidelines to prepare strategies for AEC
which became prominent in people’s daily live as being seen in the news.

Furthermore, the entrepreneurs had focused on the topic of “Safety and
Contagious diseases” because the opening of AEC at the end of 2015 would allow
Asian people traveling freely among Asian countries. This may because the spread of
diseases from the numbers of travelers as well as different plant species that the
travelers brought in may carry some plant diseases; therefore it requires certain

measures to manage safety systematically.

Group 3: Taling Chan District Officers

Taling Chan District Officers had expressed their opinions on:

The Taling Chan District Officers expressed their opinions on the
preparation strategies for entering ASEANS economic community at Klong Lad
Mayom Floating Market regarding 2 main important issues, ‘“Language” and
“learning cultures, traditions and religious of ASEAN countries”. To date, various
media have raised their concerns on languages regularly which should not affect the
locals that much, especially in Klong Lad Mayom Floating Market where the vendors
have used different languages to trade with foreign customers on the regular basis,
either communicates through verbal or body languages. Furthermore, the Thais need
to learn about cultures, traditions and religious of ASEAN countries.

If all members are able to understand the cultures, and traditions of

member countries, then, all of them could understand each other better, leading to
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good relationships, business interactions and promoting tourism, including better
transportation for expanding ASEAN economy.

As being seen, the locals, entrepreneurs and the government officials at
Klong Lad Mayom Floating Market all agreed with the guidelines and preparation
strategies for entering AEC that coincided with the research findings arranged in
priority. They are, first “language”, second “governmental duties”, third “learning to
educate” and “educational promotion”, and fourth “focused on safety and Contagious

diseases”

7. Research Conclusion

7.1 The specific community characteristic of Klong Lad Mayom Floating
Market is “Sufficient Economy”

7.2 Community at Klong Lad Mayom Floating Market established by the
community leader who had received widely support from the locals, for true
community benefits which highly success in promoting harmony among the locals,

7.3 Samples had perceived, understood, and interested in the operational
plan for establishing AEC as follows, “Being the region with equal economic
development” and “High Competitive Edge Region”. Both main topics under AEC
concept related to the Community Conceptual Framework on “Building a strong and
sustainable distribution system” and “Conserving Indigenous Knowledge”

7.4 In conclusion, the AEC established plan which related to the
community in 2 aspects, mainly, High Competitive Edge Region and Being the region
with equal economic required true awareness and interest of the locals at Klong Lad
Mayom Floating Market.

7.5 The significant aspects in the preparation strategies for entering AEC
are as follows: first “Languages”, second “Governmental roles”, third “Learning and

Educating “and fourth “Focus on safety and contagious diseases”.
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