M3 wdDuraIneIalsts daniaunsigy

=
uInA Insas

a a d: < \ d! = Y]
IneninusHiuauniavesmsanmunangns
Saandalmansumiiama Gausssunaznisiam)
UaNaINgnas NvInenaaniina

N.A. 2556

AVANTUBINKIINEANTIAA



a a o
INPIUNUD
A
139

M3 wdVuraIneIalsts daniaunsigy

UNANUING INTes

ya o
WYY

9 L4 Aan 4
Aremdns1913d Tava &5 ed,
Ph.D.

s (= a a J W
219159NUTNBIIMUNUTHED

UNANMVUUNT ’Nﬁ’ﬂWWﬁu‘ﬁ:,
Ph.D.

s (= a a 7
210159NYTNEIINNUNUTT IV

MANI136U5599 W lnaTes, 91159FABA SN,

WA, 2.0, 905 151And 15.9.

AUVA Usemunangasaallmansumiiaig
JUNAINGIAY UNIINIABUTIAD FVIFVIAUTTTULAS M TWAIU

ADNVUIVIMBIMAZINUTT TN

PUIINGIRIUNAD



a a o
INPIUNUD
A
139

M3 wdVuraIneIalsts daniaunsigy

Yo a Y o 3 1 £ =2 @
lasumsnnsanTmivfudiuniisvesmsanmaunangas
UsganAadmeansurintdaig (ausssutaznswau)

JUN 17 WQEAAN WA 2556

uNaNuINg lnses

ya o
WYY

J =
DI1V1TYVUY 1TTUSA,
Ed.D.

a a 4
U525 1UNTTUMTTOLINGIUNUS

] o an a
A¥omaninnisd lawe a3 lad, UNAMVUUNT WANWAUS,Ph.D.

a a 4

Ph.D. ATTUMITADUINGTHNUT

a a J
NITUNITADUINYIUNUSD

4 a o o
MANIIIoUIT9 Wlnanses, 509MaA319158 lanu #3911, Ph.D.
WA, 2.0, 905 151and féuems
AR ADVUIVIM B AL INUTT TN

UNAINGIAY VH1ING1DIUTIAA PYHIINGIRINNAD



naanssudszmea

a A J dyo I ' Yy ' A 1 Y o
'31/]fﬂuwu‘ﬁﬂ‘]ﬂ_luﬁﬁlﬁﬂqaj\iﬁ\illﬂﬂ’!ﬂﬂfJ”I?JGIfij!WaﬂﬁlﬂlﬂuﬂﬂaﬂaTﬂpjﬂlﬂ WY

Y

=

Aaa 4 a o 4 1
ﬂlﬂﬂi?ﬂﬂlﬂﬂWﬁSf’]‘ﬂl Wﬂ.ﬂi.IﬁWﬁ ?’fi]’lﬁﬂ UayE AT.YUUNIS ’Nﬂ']Wﬁuﬁ 'E)Tﬁniflﬁﬂiﬂ']sn
a a 4 = ¢ AN Yq Yo ) Y Aa < 1 Aav
INYTUNUD ﬁ’JiJhlﬂﬂQ AT.NYI ’q’ﬁiﬂ!ﬂ’]“}fu VlulﬂGlWﬂ'lLLugu'll!a3"11@15]@!,141!@]'NG] UYDINIIIVY
1 lasnaen

o a a oA
VONITTUVDUNISAMU AT.BUY aiimzﬁ °1J58ﬁ1uﬂiiﬂﬂ15ﬁﬂﬂ’3ﬂ81uwu1iﬁﬂiqil‘l'l

o Yy a ] o Aa a 9 Yo o 4
pugviwaz IndoaamulumsiImetdnus Induseauysol

4 o = @ a Y v Aa
VONITIUVBUWISAMU AUWUIIA YITITA AUDINIT NIUUNAYU AWUDIIN

q U

a o [ @

an 4 v s A ] [ a 4 =
AU AUATIAL WUEANA Aagnnd Junw guazioy Twido amsasuns Insnes

i
o v A Aq ¥ ' A vy o
AUTUINIYIU ﬁiJf;Tf}ﬁ ﬂﬂl‘ﬂﬁuﬁl quﬂﬁﬁWi“&]a ‘VI{11’?ﬂ'NﬂJi?ﬁJN@LLﬁ%iﬂﬂlﬂi&ﬁiHﬂ?ﬁﬂW

q g

a a

o =
QWﬂWUWHﬁTﬂﬂaglﬂﬂﬂ
an o 4 Aq Yo ) Y ! A

VDUBUAD AUATANHI RADITITU ‘ﬂslﬁﬂmuzumazslw ﬂ'J’liJGK'JEILWa’fJGlUﬂ'Iﬁ
Aa d Aa a 4 0o < 1 o w a A Y =} A
WUN INNUNUTIUTUIIAN m@ﬂﬂﬂ!ﬂ’laﬂGlﬂllaxﬂ@]ﬁﬂ’]W‘ﬂﬂﬂﬁlﬁiJﬂiﬂ VINAUUAH W‘I@QY‘J‘
~ A 4 Y Ao a <} 9
INYIN ﬂl@ﬂﬂmmﬂﬂiﬂm%ﬂ I@N'VI’E’N wmuaﬂmmmmnclumimmrm"lﬂmumega
<3| 1
Wuoden

] =S =) 1 a = =S =

YONTIVVOUNTZAM AMLNIG Inses mnogd luses uazaanguf Inses
= Y ] I o w o A a o 0o < =
‘Vlnl‘l/imiﬁu‘umﬂgm!,amﬂummalﬂclumimwlEJ”luwu‘ﬁmTﬂEJ@aamumlﬁﬂmiﬁﬂm

uazgamevounu luaNuNIUzgATIMEYBIALIDY NN WLazoANY aui 1R

9
aw

o
nusiiduseganslldaed

=
wsna lwses



TUNAINGIFY WHIINRINHAD Fnendinug /4

msswAvunalwedaliads Sandauasilgu

DANCE AS VOTIVE OFFERING TO LUANG PHO WAT RAI-KHING , NAKORN PATHOM PROVINCE

usna lwses 5137492 LCCUM

ALY, (FAUTITULAZNTWMUT)

Az TUMs IS e Ineniinus: Tawa A31ad . PhD. vuums WMWAUS , Ph.D. (CREATIVITY PSYCHOLOGY)

UNAALD

a a ¢ A o 9 " o 1a @ o IS Y = adaou A
MerinusITes Miswduuralnedalste sendaunsdsy ifuauisenldszibeuititess

Ao I A g o A X ° N g Y
AUNIN N?ﬂq‘].]ﬁ%ﬁ@ﬂﬁﬂ“kl13$1J1Jﬂ313JL“]ff)ﬁﬂ@Qﬂﬂﬁ?\iWﬂ'Jﬂlli"lN ﬁﬂ‘HWE‘IJL!U'UﬂiS'U'J‘Llﬂﬁi%!,agﬂu@li‘ﬂ16151‘1Jﬂ15

uduuradanedalsde tazfnudmsziunuimuinvesazasswduuralmedalsve  dwa'live suneen

£l
@ v A

Wi adaunsilgy Tasdnudunt Ansed andeyannenasuazdoyaniaguiy wamsitelail
Vo a d ANY o a o o = A 1
varaeda lsTailunszynsgnidesnewazdovandnmszvensiun Tanu¥edn walawe
o 1A ) A ad A P o £ o Y a
Fa'lsdsennsaasiahguisdluGenmsuadinaia anutasads msavilsasou sazanugele Feihldne
A ' ' a ° 4 o
Won3sueen Jaun mans 1w ludvens mMsusea MImNIZIATE MITAIZIATIZT MIVULIULAZMIUATY
o T W a a a < 1 % = o
msswfvunalsnedalstunannanuisunseanuanluiudiudivemszguiagalnsd
E4 I T
Memadneacialsde Fawdsmnmuusunm snthurezauznssumsiadedaudasazassiluanuiodoins
a a =S = 1 Y = o o =2 Y o Yy 9 "W '
HEAIANNYNRAIA HazszandaudIManszgUIagainnsd mendedaIdiezasunlduduuralaiedals

@

a & g ' 1a o o ¥ o o o v v o yia &
Fagadlunszynsgilgialsts fgiuazashuduunaodudydnvailumsuduunalviodalide Fanszuiums
o a o H = g & ' =
Sudvudl 3 dupeu fie duaoui 1 msymag Wumsuaasanumisuagisdesmans 1aun agazasuazazauas
Taoldnuinng 51 iiou aen'ldwiands naziduia 6 1 MsyrvziFURBUNAMaaszIIM 30 UIR Tag
o < o Aad o = | o Aan = qs}/ ~
winthauzazaseiludintymagzazas wanihsauassaudiisymn  agauas duaoui 2 msussaslng
< § 4 ' A o

159 flumsussasInu Isadomasagmadienstinmd wiedszma  Idaunsiwiazaslndeiiuswda uay
& < o ¥ I o P < v 4 ° A d A ado gy 9
Tupoun 3 maswduu iumssuwasiuazinauss Tasduaasszsunnmssrlunai 1 fAe nanuniudIM

2 "o yia A 9 g @ ) 2 v o ¥ Y1 o AA = o I3
penraranodalide Fududremaiagnai Wunihaswazisudy mssidemsldmsindetanmsdnmszesn

v i ' 3
waranedalsiadaen lud mamiuiudn 2 A vaznduiniien 1 udraunasan Juaaaziisasgnaindiauniss
Y 1 Y Y
aem liduazduns
unumnthivesazasswduuvalrmedalsie  dwalits suneawwiu dwmiauasisy
3 A Y A o ¥ " o yaa an 9 A o Y

poniilu 4 Yszidu Ao 1) unumuihivesmsswAuurnalaiedalsteluitnisy 2) unumwihiivesmsswduu
waraneda lsvalumsadieanutiuia 3) unumuihivesmssuduunalaweda lsdslumsduneatausssy 4)
UnMYeImsiuduualwedaliveneguau

o

fdnny: mswduu / vadraedalsls Awmdauasilyy

b

199 1




TUNAINGIFY WHIINRINHAD Tnensinug / 9

DANCE AS VOTIVE OFFERING TO LUANG PHO WAT RAI-KHING, NAKORN PATHOM
PROVINCE

MORAKOT PRAISRI 5137492 LCCU/M
M. A. (CULTURE AND DEVELOPMENT)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: SOLOT SIRISAI, Ph.D. KANOPPORN WONGGARASIN ,
Ph.D. (CREATIVITY PSYCHOLOGY)

ABSTRACT

“Dance as Votive Offering to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing, Nakorn Pathom” is this
qualitative research. The objectives are to study the belief, the style, and the procedures of dance and
music used as a votive offering, and to analyze the roles of dance as a votive offering to Luang Pho Wat
Rai-khing, Rai-khing Sub-district, Sam Phran District, Nakorn Pathom Province. The research is done
by studying and analyzing data from related document and field data. The results are as follows:

Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing is the Buddha image that is highly revered and people usually
come to honor him and ask for his blessing. It is believed that Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing can create a
miracle in avoiding harm, ensuring safety, and fulfilling one’s wishes and happiness. Therefore, there
are many ceremonies and activities to worship him, including paying homage, asking for his blessing,
donating, making of small Buddha images, removing one’s bad fortune, making a vow, and a votive
offering.

The origin of dance as a votive offering to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing is from the personal
favor or interest of Phra Ubaleekhunupamajan, the abbot and the founder of Wat Rai-khing. After his
death, villagers and the temple’s committee held a dance at his funeral to express their sympathy and
gratefulness to him. Later, the dance was also used as a votive offering to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing,
the Buddha image of the temple. At present, the dance has become the symbol of the votive offering to
Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing. The procedures of the dance were divided into 3 steps. The first step is
honoring the teachers to pay respect to the teachers of the 2 arts, which are dance and music. The
offerings are betel nuts, incense sticks, candles, flower garlands, and the offering of money (6 baht).
The honoring will precede the dance by 30 minutes. The leader of the dance team will perform the
honoring of the teacher of the dance, while the leader of the music band will perform the honoring the
teacher of the music. The second step is playing the overture music with a Sathukan Song, the song for
inviting good spirits, by Piphat ensemble, to announce the start of the dance. The third step is the dance,
which consists of a slow dance and a fast dance. The dancer will start dancing in the first direction,
which is the direction facing Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing, by sitting on one’s knees, face straight, and
using the Wai dance to pay homage to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing. Then the dancer will turn to the other
two directions and back to the first direction again with the ending of the music. The dancer will sit on
Their knees and end the dance with a Wai and Krab.

The roles of dance as a votive offering to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing, Rai-khing Sub-
district, Sam Phran District, Nakorn Pathom Province can be divided into 4 aspects; 1) the role of the
dance as a ceremony; 2) the role of the dance as an entertainment; 3) the role of the dance as a cultural
inheritance; 4) the role of the dance as the dance of community.

KEY WORDS: DANCE AS VOTIVE OFFERING / LUANG PHO WAT RAI-KHING /
NAKORNPATHOM PROVINCE
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DANCE AS VOTIVE OFFERING TO LUANG PHO WAT RAI-KHING, NAKORN
PATHOM PROVINCE

MORAKOT PRAISRI 5137492 LCCU/M

M. A. (CULTURE AND DEVELOPMENT)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: SOLOT SIRISAI , Ph.D. KANOPPORN
WONGGARASIN , Ph.D. (CREATIVITY PSYCHOLOGY)

EXTENDED SUMMARY

Introduction

Wat Rai-khing is an important ancient site and enshrines a Buddha image
that is revered by people in the community and nearby areas for more than 150 years.
The Buddha image that is enshrined at Wat Rai-khing was called by people in the
community as Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing (www.itti-patihan.com). Luang Pho Wat
Rai-khing is a Buddha image with the attitude of subduing Mara. The measurement
from one knee to another is about 4 cubits 2 digits, and 4 cubits 16 digits in height.
The Buddha image was placed on a five-story base. According to the history of Luang
Pho Wat Rai-khing (History of the Temple and Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing, 2009: 4),
Somdej Buddhacharn (Phuk) was from Nakhon Chai Si. He founded Wat Rai-khing in
1851 and installed a giant Buddha image from Wat Sala Poon, Ayutthaya. The Buddha
image’s transportation was done through the river by a bamboo raft called “Phae Luk
Buab.” When the Buddha image reached Wat Rai-khing, it is placed in the ubosot on
the 15™ night of the waxing moon of the 5™ month, which was Songkran Day, and a
great number of people assembled at the installation place. At that time, there was a
supernatural event that showed the power of the Buddha image; during the installation,
the sunny sky was suddenly covered with dark rain cloud, and there was the storm and
rain. People assembled there rejoiced. All of them made a wish and asked for the
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blessing from the Buddha image to make the land become peaceful and clear of
suffering, like the rain that fell to the ground to moisture and prosper the land
(Khaosod, 2008). After this event, the Buddha image was called by the name of the
temple as Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing. From the miracle that people in the community
have witnessed that day, they hold the festival to pay homage to Luang Pho Wat Rai-
khing every year in Songkran Days.

Apart from the miracle of Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing that happened in
1851, his miracle has an influence over the ones who respected him, as they ask for his
protection from dangers, for example, Chamrat Kladjinda, whose experience has been
recorded in the book about the history of the temple and Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing.
She has miraculously escaped death after being stuck by thunder because she wore a
miniature of Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing around her neck (History of the Temple and
Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing, 2009: 58). Another one is the case of Boonhai Phonkhong-
in (History of the Temple and Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing, 2009: 34). It is said that
Boonhai has escaped a fire from neighboring sugar cane’s field. He concentrated his
mind on the image of Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing and wished for the wind to change
direction so that the fire did not reach his house. And with that, he has survived from
the fire. With the miracle and the people’s faith of Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing, there are
various ways of votive offering to him, as follows:

1. The offering of kites — People believed that Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing
preferred kiting, so Kites are used as the offering. Rationally, it is possible that the
offering of kites is from the belief and preference of people who respect Luang Pho
Wat Rai-khing. It is believed that the votive offering that is unique will satisfy Luang
Pho Wat Rai-khing. Furthermore, kiting is most likely to be the activity of people
living in the vicinity of Wat Rai-khing, as a recreation to relax from their work.
Considering the location of Wat Rai-khing, the area is originally a rice field which was
suitable for kiting. And kiting is also one of the favorite sports of Thai people. So the
people who come to make a vow with Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing prefer to offer
something they like, in this case, “kites.”

2. The offering of squibs — It comes from the festival to pay homage to
Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing that is held annually in April. Before the festival, 6

fireworks will be set off as a signal to start the festival, and to let people know about
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the festival (www.itti-patihan.com). The fireworks are the origin of the belief of
people who come to make a vow with Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing; it is believed that he
loved squibs as they created a loud sound, and it is meant to signify the miracle of
Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing that is widespread and heard across the land.

3. The offering of dance — Dance as a votive offering has an origin in the
festival to pay homage to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing in the fifth lunar month.
Phornthep Patthawee (interviewed on 10 August, 2009, 10.30 AM), the lay ministry
of Wat Rai-khing said that, “The offering of dance at Wat Rai-khing started from the
festival to pay homage to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing in the middle of the fifth lunar
month. The elderly told us that, when the abbot of Wat Rai-khing was still alive, he
loved to watch the dance. When he passed away, there were dances and various
entertainment held in his funeral. From then on, people and the temple’s committee
have agreed that there should be a festival to pay homage to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing
annually in the middle of the fifth lunar month. This is to let people who have faith in
Luang Pho to come pay homage, ask for his blessing, and make a vow. People,
temple’s committee, and the ones who are going to make a votive offering will
provide the dances every year.” From the remark of the lay ministry of Wat Rai-khing,
it can be assumed that the abbot of Wat Rai-khing, whose name is Phra
Ubaleekhunupamajan. People respected in the behavior of the abbot, related him to the
miracle of Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing which is the material thing, and called him with
the same name as Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing.

From the statement above, it might be concluded that the offering of dance
is from personal preference or interest of human, in this case, of Luang Pho Wat Rai-
khing who was the abbot, and not from the preference of the one which is the material
thing. Moreover, Phornthep stated about the style of dance as a votive offering which
the temple provide to people who respect Luang Pho, whether the material one or
human one. The style emphasizes on “Thawai Mue” dance, or the dance to ask for the
angels’ blessing.

From all of the statements said above, it presented the belief and faith of
people in the community and people in general who respect and adhere to the faith to
Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing, both the material one and human one. Therefore, it is a

motivation of the researcher to study the belief and faith of people to Luang Pho Wat
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Rai-khing, styles of preferable offering, and the procedures of making a votive
offering. It might benefit people who have faith in Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing.

Objectives

1. To study the belief in Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing, Rai-khing Sub-district,
Sam Phran District, Nakorn Pathom Province.

2. To study the procedures of dance and music used in a votive offering to
Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing, Rai-khing Sub-district, Sam Phran District, Nakorn
Pathom Province.

3. To study and analyze the roles of dance as a votive offering to Luang
Pho Wat Rai-khing, Rai-khing Sub-district, Sam Phran District, Nakorn Pathom

Province.

Research Methods

“Dance as Votive Offering to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing, Nakorn Pathom
Province” is a qualitative research. The data was collected from literature review of
related documents, researches, books, journal, internet, and audio-visual media. In-
depth interview and observation were used to collect a specific data about culture,
belief, and faith to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing. The interview took about 60 minute,
and if more data was needed, the researcher made an appointment to do additional
interview. The sample groups in this research were selected using purposive sampling.
There are altogether 2 groups:

1. Key Informants — The key informants are the leaders and members of
the dance teams. The dance teams which perform the votive offering dance to Luang
Pho Wat Rai-khing are hired by the temple. The style of performance is supervised
and controlled according to the agreement of Wat Rai-khing. There are 7 dance teams
which will take turn performing according to the arrangement. A team will consist of a
leader, members, and musicians. The details of all the dance teams are as follows: Bud
Mae Thong Juae Team, Krathum Baen District, Samut Sakhon Province; Dao-
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Atchima Team, Krathum Baen District, Samut Sakhon Province; Chalong Silp Team,
Nakorn Pathom Province; Lamom Wai Run Team, Phetchaburi Province; Rotcharin
Team, Bang Yai District, Nonthaburi Province; and Tassanee Nattasilp Team, Lat
Phrao District, Bangkok.

2. General informants — The general informants are people who have
knowledge about the history of the votive offering to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing and
the guideline for deciding and controlling the quality of the dance. The informants
who can give a clear and reliable information are the staff of Wat Rai-khing
Foundation; Phornthep Phornthawee, the lay ministry of Wat Rai-khing; Narong
Yurasawat, the supervisor of dance teams; and people who respect Luang Pho Wat
Rai-khing or ones who come to pay homage or give an offering.

Then the data from the interview and literature review were analyzed to

create a summary with descriptive analysis.

Results
From the study of “Dance as Votive Offering to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing,

Nakorn Pathom Province,” the results can be found, as follows:

Belief in Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing, Rai-khing Sub-district, Sam
Phran District, Nakorn Pathom Province

The researcher has studied related documents and researched and collected
field data. Then the data was analyzed and presented in the aspect of belief in Luang
Pho Wat Rai-khing, Rai-khing Sub-district, Sam Phran District, Nakorn Pathom
Province. The details are as follows:

Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing is the Buddha image that a great number of
people come to pay homage and respect for a long time. It can be said that he is the
Buddha image of Rai-khing Sub-district, Sam Phran District, Nakorn Pathom
Province. There is a history about the belief in Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing which can be
concluded below:

Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing is the sacred Buddha image of the people in

Nakorn Pathom Province for a long time. There is 3 presumptions about the origin of
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Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing. The first presumption is when Somdej Buddhacharn
(Phuk), people of Nakhon Chai Si, came to survey the temples in Sam Phran District.
He came into the ubosot of Wat Rai-khing. After he paid homage to the Buddha
image, he had an opinion that the Buddha image was too small and told the abbot and
people to bring another one from Wat Sala Poon Worawihan, Ayutthaya. The Buddha
image was transported through the river by bamboo raft and installed in the ubosot in
the 15™ night of the waxing moon on the 5™ month, which was a Songkran Day. The
second presumption is that, Wat Rai-khing was built in the year of pig, 2394 B.E.,
corresponded to the last year in the reign of Rama |1l and the early year in the reign of
Rama IV. Somdej Buddhacharn (Phuk) was the people of Nakhon Chai Si, and at that
time he was in the rank of clerical title of “Phra Dhammarajanuwat” who administered
Wat Sala Poon Worawihan, Ayutthaya. He came back to build a temple in his
hometown at Rai-khing Sub-district. When the ubosot was finished, he was going to
bring an important Buddha image from Ayutthaya to install in there. But the
construction was not yet finished when he passed away. Phra Dhammarajanuwat
(Acha Chonshoto) his grandson continued the rest of the construction and the
maintenance of the temple throughout his lifetime. The third presumption is the tale
about the 5 floating Buddha images, and Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing was one of them.
The story has been related in the previous chapter. It can be seen that each
presumption presented the same story about the origin of Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing,
that “he was not a monk who was the abbot of Wat Rai-khing, but the Buddha image.”

The researcher found that the belief in Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing can
created miracle in the protection from danger, the fulfillment of one’s wish and
happiness, and they are the origin of the ceremonies related to Luang Pho Wat Rai-
khing, as follows:

1) Asking for his blessing — People have faith in Luang Pho Wat Rai-
khing, so they continue to come and pay homage and asking for his blessing.

2) Donation — Donation is a merit making by putting money into donation
boxes provided in various places around the temple to support the facilities’ expenses,
maintenance, and for specific purposes such as the construction of pavilions and
chapels. Moreover, there are also a number of poor people living at Wat Rai-khing, so

the donation is also for their support.
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3) Miniature Buddha image — The temple collects bits of plaster from Luang
Pho Wat Rai-khing and grind them to make the first edition of miniature of Luang Pho
Wat Rai-khing, both for wearing around one’s neck and for collecting. Some people
who wore it witnessed the miracle and survived from danger. The story was
widespread.

4) Removing one’s bad fortune — Most people do the ritual to remove their
bad fortune by drinking holy water and bringing it to bath at home. The sick people
will be given the holy water to drink and bath with it in order to be relieved from their
sickness. Apart from holy water, the oil filling is also done to prolong one’s life,
according to some people’s belief.

5) Making a vow and votive offering — Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing is known
and respected in his miracle to fulfill the wish of the ones making a vow. The things
people make a vow are such as to be relieved from sickness, to win the prize, to get
back the lost property, and to be safe from many thing. The offering is mostly kites,

boil eggs, squibs, and dance.

Dance as Votive Offering to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing, Rai-khing

Sub-district, Sam Phran District, Nakorn Pathom Province

Dance as votive offering to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing is different from the
dance performed in the other temples, as the committee of Wai Rai-khing Foundation
clearly determines the schedule of the performance; the performance will be 15
minutes for each round with 15 minutes break between 9.00 AM to 4.00 PM. There

are altogether 12 rounds. The procedures are as follows:

The First Step: Honoring the Teacher

Honoring the teacher is the activity to show respects and gratitude to the
teacher, who refers to Bharata Muni or “Pho Kae,” and also to show respects to the
teachers who teach performance and musical knowledge to the members. Apart from
showing gratitude, it is to ask for their blessing and protection to make the

performance run smoothly and be famous, and also to ask for forgiveness for the
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teachers if they do something improper during the dance. The ceremony will be done
at the backstage. The offering is 2 sets of betel nuts, 3 incense sticks, a candle, flower
garlands, and the offering money of 6 baht, each set for honoring dance teacher and
music teacher. The ceremony starts about 8.00 AM and the leaders of both dance team
and music band lead the ceremony simultaneously. After the ceremony is done, flower
garlands, incense sticks, and candles are stuck to Taphon or the two-faced drum.

The Second Step: the Overture
Piphat ensemble will perform a song before the dance, or perform the

overture with Sathukan Song to signal the beginning of the dance.

The Third Step: Dance as Votive Offering to Luang Pho Wat Rai-
khing

The dancer will perform a fast and a slow dance. For the fast dance, songs
in various languages and the other upbeat songs will be inserted for entertainment.

The procedures of the offering dance will start with the dance in the first
direction, which is the direction facing Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing. In every step, the
dance will be started by sitting on one’s knees, face straight, and starting dancing
using the Wai dance to pay homage to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing. Then the dancers
will change the dancing style to get up, but still facing the same direction. The male
dancer who is at the end on the line on the right side of the stage (the same side as
Piphat ensemble) will decide the change of direction and dance style. The dancers
then turn to the second direction, which is to the right side of the stage (facing Piphat
ensemble). The dancers in the back row and at the sides will observe the leaders on
each end of the line when there is a change of direction or dance style. When finish
with the dance in the second direction, the leader on the right side of the stage will
change the dance style and turn to the third direction, which is the left side of the stage
(facing away from Piphat ensemble). When finish with the dance in the third
direction, the leader on the left side of the stage will change the dance style and turn
back to the first direction and end with the ending dance, in which the dancers will sit
on one’s knees and end the dance with Wai and Krab. This is the procedures of the

dance in one round (15 minutes).
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Roles of Dance as Votive Offering to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing, Rai-

khing Sub-district, Sam Phran District, Nakorn Pathom Province

After the analysis of the roles of the dance as votive offering to Luang Pho
Wat Rai-khing, Rai-khing Sub-district, Sam Phran District, Nakorn Pathom Province,
they can be divided into 4 aspects, as follows:

1) The role of the dance as a ceremony

Dance as votive offering to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing is used in
ceremonies related to the way of life, belief, tradition, culture, and custom of people in
Rai-khing Sub-district, Rai-khing District, Nakorn Pathom Province, and people in the
nearby area. The details will be explained according to the steps of the ceremony, as
follows:

Fulfilling a vow

The belief of people in Rai-khing Sub-district and people in the other areas
about making a vow to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing can be described in 2 objectives.
The first one is about the specific belief of local people about making a vow to find
lost things. The second one is about the belief of people in Rai-khing Sub-district and
people in the other areas about making a vow to be relieved from sickness, to escape
danger, to have good fortune, and to have one’s wish granted. The offering dance has a
very important role in fulfilling a vow to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing only in the second
objective. (Narong Yurasawat, interviewed on 30 March, 2013)

Making an offering

Apart from the belief of people in Rai-khing Sub-district and people in the
other areas about making and fulfilling a vow to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing in the hope
to find lost things, to be relieved from sickness, to escape danger, to have good
fortune, and to have one’s wish granted, some people who have faith in Luang Pho
Wat Rai-khing who come to pay homage to him and also offer the dance as an
offering.

2) The role of the dance as an entertainment

Apart from being an offering in fulfilling a vow to Luang Pho Wat Rai-
khing as has been said above, the dance has a role in creating entertainment to the ones
who fulfill a vow, temple’s committee, people who come to pay homage to Luang Pho
Wat Rai-khing, and the passerby. The offering dance is grateful in style and is done in
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unison. Musicians in Piphat ensemble are skilled and can perform various kinds of
beautiful music. The feeling of dancers and musicians is considered to be one of a
charm of the dance that presents the aesthetic to the audiences.

3) The role of the dance as a cultural inheritance

The offering dance at Wat Rai-khing has an origin from Lakhon Chatri
play, the ancient dance that consists of the art of dancing, music, costumes, and
properties. The art of offering dance is unique and clearing different from plays in the
royal court. From the interview of the owners of the dance teams in Wat Rai-khing
about the inheritance of dance, it is found that most of them inherited the dance teams
from their ancestors, at least for 2 generations. There is only one team that is powerful
and very big that they can split into 2 sub-teams. The characteristic of the inheritance
of knowledge about the offering dance in all the 7 dance teams signifies the role of the
inheritance of the art of dance by inheriting dance stlye and Piphat ensemble used in
the offering dance.

4) The role of the dance as the dance of community

Social

Dance as votive offering to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing is the presentation
of a complete and successful vow, so the reputation and faith of Luang Pho Wat Rai-
khing is widespread. Dance as votive offering then has a role in greatly supporting
Thai society into a positive direction, and maintaining the social tradition using belief
and ceremony relating to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing. This helps reduce the selfishness
in the society and promote the support of each other in many occasions, so the
community will be strong, united, and become a good place for living.

Economical

From the study of the role of the dance as the dance of community in
economical aspect, it is found that Wat Rai-khing is well-known throughout the
country since the ancient time because of the sacred power of Luang Pho Wat Rai-
khing and the belief and ceremony relating to him. Consequently, many people
continue to come to the temple every day and makes Nakorn Pathom Province become
a famous tourist attraction. From various ceremonies relating to Luang Pho Wat Rai-
khing, there is an economic flow in many ways, especially in the offering dance, and it

encourage people to work and distribute income. And as a great number of people
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have faith in Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing, the temple gets a high amount of donation
money. Therefore, Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing Foundation was founded to manage this
donation money for the administration in various things, to be a reserve fund in
renovation and development of construction, and to support government organizations.

It is found that the nationwide reputation of Wat Rai-khing gives the more
steady income to the dance teams because the committee of Wat Rai-khing Foundation
hires them as full-time, which is different from the dance teams in other temples that
the income is directly from ones who want to fulfill a vow and they cannot estimate
the overall income. When the dance teams have permanent income, it is a chance for
youths who are dancers to make a living, get higher education, or afford necessary
things for their living. It also makes them proud about themselves and positively
affects their attitude in work and self-dependency in the future. Moreover, Wat Rai-
khing becomes the place for promoting the dance teams to ones who are interested in
hiring them to fulfilling a vow in various places. From the interview of the owners of
the dance teams, everyone has been contacted to do the performance in various places
and gets more income.

Belief

In the present, dance becomes the symbol for a votive offering to Luang
Pho Wat Rai-khing. A great number of people made a vow to Luang Pho Wat Rai-
khing and their wish were granted, and this belief was greatly ensured. So multiple

numbers of people come to believe and have faith in Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing.

Discussion

In the analysis of “Dance as Votive Offering to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing,
Nakorn Pathom Province,” the researcher wants to present the belief of Luang Pho
Wat Rai-khing, the offering dance, and the roles of the dance. The results can be

discussed as follows:
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Belief in Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing

The belief of people in the vicinity of Wat Rai-khing and in the other areas
about the sacred power of Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing is considered to a religious belief
of animatisms. This corresponds to the study of Ngampit Satsanguan (2000) that is a
collection of anthropological theory, in which the religious belief is divided into 2
categories: animism and animatisms. The animatisms is the belief in supernatural
power that possesses inhuman traits and characteristic. In the case of Luang Pho Wat
Rai-khing, he is a Buddha image that represented Lord Buddha. His origin is ancient
and cannot be traced back to the valid evidences. His origin that is found today is all
the legend that was recorded by Phra Ubaleekhunupamajan (Panya Inthapanyo), and
it was published in the book and website about the history of Wat Rai-khing. Apart
from the belief about the origin of Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing, there is also a belief
about the image and ceremonies relating to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing, including
asking for his blessing, donation, removing one’s bad luck, and making a vow. These
ceremonies clearly reflect the belief in supernatural power with inhuman trait and

characteristic, or the animatisms.

Factors of the Belief in Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing

As Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing is the Buddha image that many people come
to pay homage for a long time, so it can be said that he is the Buddha image of Rai-
khing Sub-district, Sam Phran District, Nakorn Pathom Province. There are many
beliefs about Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing, and the factors that create the beliefs are as

follows:

The First Factor: Receiving Information from Many Sources

Information about the sacred power of Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing in
published media, websites, and oral literature, is all the advertisement in the power
beyond scientific explanation. The example is about the 3 legends about the origin of
Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing. There are also other 4 Buddha images that related to the
legends, which are 1) Luang Pho Sothon of Wat Sothon Worawihan, 2) Luang Pho To
Wat Bang Plee of Wat Bang Plee, 3) Luang Pho Wat Ban Laem of Wat Ban Laem,
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Samut Songkhram Province, and 4) Luang Pho Wat Khao Takhrao, Wat Khao
Takhrao, Petchaburi Province. These Buddha images are all famous in creating
miracle just like Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing. This story can persuade the readers and
listeners to believe and comply with the belief in Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing in the

present.

Miracle of Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing in the media

Wat Rai-khing has published the book of “History of Luang Pho Wat Rai-
khing” to present the history and miracle of Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing in various
aspects. The presentation is about the ones who had direct experience of the sacred
power of Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing. People who are interested in the book can come
get ones at Wat Rai-khing with no expense. Moreover, the temple also developed

website for announcing events held in the temple.

The Second Factor: Direct Experience

Belief from the direct experience is created from one’s personal
experience, whether the experience maybe from a co-incidence, a natural
phenomenon, or a man-made events, which can be true or false. From the interview of
the respected ones who came to pay homage and fulfill their vow to Luang Pho Wat
Rai-khing about their belief, most of them talked about the reasons for them to come
fulfilling their vow, for example, they were relieved from sickness, they received good

luck in their work, they can enter the universities, or they won the lottery.

The Third Factor: Traditional Activities

The belief from traditional activities inherited from the former generations
is created from ceremonies and tradition that became culture and social norms and
easily embedded into people’s belief. In the case of Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing, the
present generation don’t even know the reasons behind these traditions, for example,
the belief of fulfilling the vow to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing with the dance. The ones
doing it gave a reason that there were ones who made a vow with the offering of dance
and their wishes were granted, so they also did it with no rational information to why

has to be the offering of dance. Moreover, most of the people who come to pay
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homage to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing will bring their families, and this will slowly
create faith and belief in the mind of families” members without noticing.

The Existence of the Belief in the Offering Dance

Belief related with the background of Thai norms, tradition, and culture
that were accumulated for a long time. People in the society are surrounded by belief,
ceremonies, and tradition. The belief in Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing has a background in
a religious belief. Faith is a tool to adhere people’s mind to believe in what they have
faith in, and this is the unseen procedure to connect human and sacred beings. Many
stories about the sacred power have been passed down and make people respect and
believe that it can help them by granting their wish, relieving them from sorrow and
sickness, or giving them fortunes. When human receive what they want, they will be
confident and inspired to create work as an offering. This clearly reflects the social
structure. Belief and religion are a tool for making people become good and refrain
from wrong doing. It is the religious teaching aims to make human living together
peacefully. When the society is peaceful, there will be a creation of art. Art represents
beauty and goodness. When human want to give their respect to the sacred being, they
will choose what they see best to be the offering.

Dance is an art that represents beauty and has a role in continuously
serving society for a long time. When the art of dance is used as an offering to repay
the sacred being, it becomes a part of a ceremony related to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing.
The ones who want to fulfill their wish usually make a vow that, if their wish is
fulfilled, they will give the dance as a votive offering. When the dance is necessary in
the ceremony, the offering dance will still maintain its roles and importance in the
society.

Dance is a tool in a religious ceremony which people believe to be
preferred by Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing more than any other performance or things.
When the faith of people multiplies, the votive offering is also multiplied, resulting in
the creation of new dance teams. More and more people in the new generation learn to
dance with the belief that the dance can create the income and become their

occupation. As long as Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing is still respected in the society, and
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as long as human still believe in sacred power, still want the good things in their lives,
still want to be relieved from sorrow, still want fortunes or anything to make their lives
prosperous, the offering dance will still has its roles in the society.

Generally, culture is improved, developed, and changed from the one that
one generation has created, in order to suit the need and conform to the new
generation. But dance as votive offering to Luang Pho Wat Rai-khing is still practiced
without change. Even though there are some changes in details and procedures, the
dance is still the culture that affects spiritual value and is static with no further change.
And it will be inherited to the next generation as a part of the ceremony that reflects
the creation of art in many social activities and the acceptance of that society as a

whole.
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