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ABSTRACT

The objective of this qualitative study on “The Phon: Ceremonia
Instrument used for Competition in Phattalung Province” was to investigate the history
and roles of The Phon in the study area, beliefs, rituals related to it, its physical
characteristics, sound quality, psychological effects, and competition styles. The data
were collected from related documents, the fields, informal in-depth interviews, and
participatory observations. The results of the study were as follows.

Historically, Phon has been used from the past without certain evidence of
its origin. However, it was found that it has been past down to the present descendents.
The Phon is a percussion instrument in the category Avanaddh (membranous
percussion instrument) according to the Indian musical culture. Regarding the role of
the Phon, its sound tells the mealtimes for Buddhist monks (the regular time is 07.00
am. and 11.00 am.). In the past, Phone was used to tell the time when the sun could
not be seen for a long time. Moreover, it was also used to tell the meeting time or
gathering time; to remind the group to prepare ceremonies such as the Buddha float-
pulling ceremony, alog-pulling ceremony, and to tell the competion time.

Beliefs and rituals that had been past down began from the making of
Phon to the competition of the Phon playing. The Phon's physical characteristics and
sound quality depend on the size, how it is made and the wisdom of each maker.
Psychologically, the sound of The Phon affects peple's feeling; they feel happy when
hearing it and want to make merit during the Buddha float-pulling ceremony.

The competition styles can be divided into four categories according to its
size. In the competition, the defeated team of competitors of each pair has to be out of
the competition. The winning team of each pair is then matched with another winning
team, and the winning team of the last pair is the winner. Regarding the style of The
Phon playing, it was found that the rhythm pattern consisted of the bass Phon that is
played as the main sound interrupted by the sound of the high-pitched drum played
mainly in 4/4 time with the average speed of M.M.= 133
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