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THE STUDY OF MASTER’S DEGREE THESES' FEATURES IN PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
PROGRAMME, FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES, MAHIDOL
UNIVERSITY.

CHANPEN THAIMANIT 5136308 SHPA/M

M.A.(PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: THITARREE SIRISIRSORNCHAI, Ph.D., SOMBOON
SIRISUNHIRUN, Ph.D., KAMONPORN SORNSEE, D.P.A.

ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study Master’s Degree Theses' features in the
Public Administration Programme, Faculty of the Social Sciences and Humanities, Mahidol
University, consisting of three variables of theses' features: 1) The publication, 2) The contents, and
3) The research method. The sample for this research were 171 theses of the Master’s Degree in the
Public Administration Programme, Faculty of the Social Sciences and Humanities, Mahidol
University. Data were gathered by employing a research features recording form. Frequency and
percentage were also used to analyze the data in this research.

The results of this research were as follows :

1. The features of theses in publications were 1) most theses were finished in 2009,
2) most of the researchers spent 13-24 months doing research, 3) most of theses were 101-200 pages,
4) most theses did not include an appendix, and 5) most of the theses were Thai.

2. The features of the theses contents were 1) most of the objectives were to study
relationships, 2) most of the contents in Public Administration were the principles of management
and administration, 3) most of the concepts and theories were the concepts of public administration,
4) most hypotheses were uncertain, 5) most had two to four hypotheses, 6) most of the theses were
written by officials and public officers, 7) most were from the Subdistrict Administrative
Organization, 8) most information was collected from Bangkok, 9) most had six to ten independent
variables, 10) most had one to five dependent variables, and 11) most had twenty-six to fifty
reference sources.

3. The features of the theses’ research methods were 1) most of the research studies
were quantitative research, 2) most sample populations were 301-400 persons, 3) most samples were
people, 4) most of the studies used a questionnaire, 5) most of the research tools were assessed as
reliable and valid, 6) most did not specify the number of experts for the assessment of the research
tools, and 7) most of the data analysis used descriptive statistics.

KEY WORDS : MASTER DEGREE THESES' FEATURES / PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
PROGRAMME / SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES FACULTY /
MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY
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THE STUDY OF MASTER’S DEGREE THESES' FEATURES IN PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION PROGRAMME, FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES AND
HUMANITIES, MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY.
CHANPEN THAIMANIT 5136308 SHPA/M

M.A.(PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: THITARREE SIRISIRSORNCHAI, Ph.D.,
SOMBOON SIRISUNHIRUN, Ph.D., KAMONPORN SORNSEE, D.P.A.

EXTENDED SUMMARY

1. Introduction

The development of theroy in Public Administration are long and various.
It is involved with every sciences. Public Administration Programme attend to create
the knowledge of many contents in Public Administration, to develop the knowledge
in Public Administration. Especially, the development of theory in Public
Administration help the Master Degree students in the study and thesis researches are
also important for them.

Thesis are important for Master Degree to indicate the attitudes and
educational knowledge of students in each of programme and also show the effient
and ability in the thesis process. The types of thesis process of Master Degree in
Public Administration, Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, Mahidol
University are showed in various features - the publication, the contents and the
research method and data were gathered by employing a research features recording
form in Public Administration is not often showed in present.

As the the researcher is the Master Degree student in Public
Administration, Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, Mahidol University,

attend to study of Master Degree theses' features in Public Administration Programme,
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Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, Mahidol University. This research shows
the features of theses in the research of Master Degree students in Public
Administration, Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, Mahidol University,
indicates the type of theses, body of knowledge and content clearly and to know the
scope of research, status and the direction of research in Public Administration to
develop the education.

2. Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study Master’s Degree Theses'
features in the Public Administration Programme, Faculty of the Social Sciences and
Humanities, Mahidol University, consisting of three variables of theses' features: 1)
The publication, 2) The contents, and 3) The research method. The sample for this
research were 171 theses of the Master’s Degree in the Public Administration
Programme, Faculty of the Social Sciences and Humanities, Mahidol University. Data
were gathered by employing a research features recording form. Frequency and
percentage were also used to analyze the data in this research.

The results of this research were as follows :

1. The features of theses in publications were 1) most theses were finished
in 2009, ) most of the researchers spent 13-24 months doing research, 3) most of
theses were 101-200 pages, 4) most theses did not include an appendix, and 5) most of
the theses were Thai.

2. The features of the theses contents were 1) most of the objectives were
to study relationships, 2) most of the contents in Public Administration were the
principles of management and administration, 3) most of the concepts and theories
were the concepts of public administration, 4) most hypotheses were uncertain, 5)
most had two to four hypotheses, 6) most of the theses were written by officials and
public officers, 7) most were from the Subdistrict Administrative Organization, 8)
most information was collected from Bangkok, 9) most had six to ten independent
variables, 10) most had one to five dependent variables, and 11) most had twenty-six

to fifty reference sources.
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3. The features of the theses’ research methods were 1) most of the
research studies were quantitative research, 2) most sample populations were 301-400
persons, 3) most samples were people, 4) most of the studies used a questionnaire,
5) most of the research tools were assessed as reliable and valid, 6) most did not
specify the number of experts for the assessment of the research tools, and 7) most of
the data analysis used descriptive statistics.

3. Objective

To study Master's Degree Theses' features in the Public Administration

Programme the Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, Mahidol University.

4. Scope of Research

Scope in population for doing the researches

The 171 theses of the Master's Degree in the Public Administration
Programme, Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, Mahidol University in 2001-
2011 were selected for this research. Researcher chose only theses in Public
Administration which were finished in 2001-2011 and published in Mahidol
University, library and knowledge center.

Scope of content of the researches

To study the 171 theses of Master's Degree in the Public Administration
Programme were finished in 2001-2011, research studied the features of the researches
were divided as the divider of the features in the research of Nongluck Viratchai
(1999), consist of 3 variables; as follow

1. The variables of the features of theses in the publication were 1) the
finished year of research 2) the duration to do the researches 3) the number of pages of
theses 4) the number of pages were not include an appendix of theses 5) the language
in the researches

2. The variables of the features of the theses contents were 1) the
objectives of the researches 2) the contents in the Public Administration 3) the
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concepts and theories in the researches 4) the kinds of hypotheses 5) the numbers of
hypotheses 6) the status of population samples 7) the sources of population samples 8)
the areas were collected the information for doing the researches 9) the independent
variables 10) the dependent variables 11) the reference sources

3. The variables of the features of the theses' research methods were 1) the
kinds of the researches 2) the quantity of the population samples 3) how to choose the
samples for doing the researches 4) the kinds of the research tools 5) the assessment of
the research tools 6) the number of experts for the assessment of the research tools 7)

the data analysis

Scope of the duration for doing the researches

The duration for collecting the information, to do the researches was
October 2012 - April 2013. (Start to collect the information after to be approved from
Research Ethics Committee)

5. Research Methodology

To study of Master Degree Theses' features in Public Administration,
Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, Mahidol University was the documentary
research of the 171 theses of the Master's Degree in the Public Administration
Programme, Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, Mahidol University.

The research tool in this research was the data were gathered by employing
a research features recording form, consisted of 3 features, as follows; part one was the
features of theses in the publication - the finished year of theses, duration for doing the
researches, the number of pages and the number of pages did not include an appendix,
part two was the features of theses contents - the objectives of the researches, the
contents in Public Administration, the concepts and theories in the researches, the
kinds of the hypotheses, the number of the hypotheses, the status of the population
samples, the resources of the population samples, the areas were used to collect the
information in the researches, the number of the independent variables, the number of
the dependent variables and the number of the reference resources and part three was

the features of the theses' research method - the kinds of the researches, the quantity of
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the population samples, how to choose the samples for doing the researches, the kinds
of the research tools, the assessment of the research tools, the number of experts for
the assessment of the research tools and the data analysis. This research, researcher
used the Content Validity, to assess the research tools, to give the experts in analysis
of the features of theses analyzed the complete data were gathered by employing a
research features recording forms, to give the four of the experts in Public
Administration searched the Index of Congruence - 10C and to give the both of the

experts checked the Index of Congruence - 10C.

6. Results and Discussion

The results of this research - The study of the Master's Degree theses'
features in the Public Administration Programme, Faculty of Social Sciences and
Humanities, Mahidol University. Researcher concluded the results of this research
which was involed in each of the variables, to answer the objectives of this research,

as follows

1. The features of theses in publication

From each of the features of theses in publication showed that 1) most
theses were finished in 2009, 2) most of the researchers spent 13-24 months doing
research, 3) most of theses were 101-200 pages, 4) most theses did not include an

appendix, and 5) most of the theses were Thai.

2. The features of the theses contents

From each of the features of the theses contents showed that 1) most of the
objectives were to study relationships, 2) most of the contents in Public
Administration were the principles of management and administration, 3) most of the
concepts and theories were the concepts of Public Administration, 4) most hypotheses
were uncertain, 5) most had two to four hypotheses, 6) most of the theses were written
by officials and public officers, 7) most were from the Subdistrict Administrative

Organization, 8) most information was collected from Bangkok, 9) most had six to ten
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independent variables, 10) most had one to five dependent variables, and 11) most had

twenty-six to fifty reference sources.

3. The features of the theses research methods

From each of the features of the theses research methods showed that
1) most of the researches studies were quantitative research, 2) most sample
populations were 301-400 persons, 3) most samples were people, 4) most of the
studies used a questionnaire, 5) most of the research tools were assessed as reliable
and valid, 6) most did not specify the number of experts for the assessment of the

research tools, and  7) most of the data analysis used descriptive statistics.

The results of this research were discussed, as follows;

1. Public Management

From overview of the results of this research in the Master's Degree
Theses' features in the Public Administration Programme, Faculty of Social Sciences
and Humanities, Mahidol University as the concepts and the theories for doing this
research and related with the results of the important features showed that for Public
Management, most theses were finished in 2009, most of the researchers spent 13-24
months doing research, most of theses and most theses did not include an appendix

were 101-200 pages , and most of the theses were Thai.

2. Public Policy

From overview of the results of this research in the Master's Degree
Theses' features in the Public Administration Programme, Faculty of Social Sciences
and Humanities, Mahidol University as the concepts and the theories for doing this
research and related with the results of the important features showed that for Public
Policy most theses were finished in 2001, 2003 and 2008, most of the researchers
spent 13-24 months doing research, most of theses and most theses did not include an
appendix were 101-200 pages , and most of the theses were Thai.

From the result of this research in the theses' features, researcher can
discuss that the theses' features in both of Public Management and Public Policy are

same in the features but they were only different in the duration for doing the
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researches. So, from the overview of this research shows that the concepts and theories
of the theses are the same pattern of theses, so the pattern in all of theses are same.
From the researches in the present refer the theses contents of the researches in the
past, it makes the theses, to be same in both of the pattern and the contents - literature
review and thesis writing pattern. The pattern and the theses contents in the past and
present are same, that is good to do the researches in the future and to be the best
pattern of theses for next researches and to be good for the professors, to check the
correction of the theses of their students.

From the results of this research - The study of Master Degree Theses'
features in Public Administration Programme, Faculty of Social Sciences and
Humanities, Mahidol University, the features of the theses contents in Public
Administration show that the contents are various and involved with the philisophy in
Public Management. Although the theses contents in Public Management are showed
in the most of the theses but the theses contents in moral and ethic in Management and
the philosophies of knowledge development are less to show in the theses. So, it
should make the knowledges in Public Policy, Public Management and moral to
develop the knowledges in Public Administration and every sciences fairly and use
them to do the researches or theses in Public Administration in the future and theses
contents are same way as the philosophy and objectives of the programme.

7. Recommendations

From this research - The Study of the Master's Degree Theses' Features in
the Public Administration Programme, Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities,
Mahidol University. Researcher gives the opinions and suggestions for the next
researches in the Public Administration Programme of Mahidol University, as follows;

1. The suggestions for using the results of this research.
1.1 The Public Adminisration Programme, Mahidol University
should support to study the research methodology courses for Graduate Degree.
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1.2 The Public Administration Programme, Mahidol
University should support the students to do the theses contents about the moral, ethic
and good governance for works.

1.3 The Public Adminisration Programme, Mahidol University
should support the students to do the theses contents about the Public Policy.

1.4 1t should support the Graduate students to do the researches
about the Public Administration knowledges to analyze the possibility and interesting
to use the Public Administation knowledges for works.

1.5 From the results of this research in the Public
Administration show that there are 44 of theses contents for the professors and
students to use the result of this research to do their researches to develop the
education in the Public Administration and plan the education policies in the Public

Administration of Thailand.

2. The suggestion for doing the next researches

2.1 The next researches, researchers should study about the
Public Policy for more because the complete and various informations in the Public
Policy are benefit for them, to do the next researches about the Public Policy.

2.2 It should study the choosing the titles of the theses of
Master' Degree in Public Administration Programme, to analyze the interesting of
students for doing the theses.

2.3 It should study the comparative of the features of the theses
in Public Administration, especially, the management in the organization which is
successful for searching the strength and the best management.

2.4 It should study the development of the Public
Administration Programmes in Thaialland, especially the Public Administration
Programme, Mahidol University because researches will know the development in
Public Administration in the future of Thailand.

2.5 It should analyze the Public Administration Programmes of
every universities in Thailand for searching the knowledges and development in
Public Administration and use to do the researches and compare the development with

the Public Administration Programme in foreign country.
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