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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study Master’s Degree Theses' features in the
Public Administration Programme, Faculty of the Social Sciences and Humanities, Mahidol
University, consisting of three variables of theses' features: 1) The publication, 2) The contents, and
3) The research method. The sample for this research were 171 theses of the Master’s Degree in the
Public Administration Programme, Faculty of the Social Sciences and Humanities, Mahidol
University. Data were gathered by employing a research features recording form. Frequency and
percentage were also used to analyze the data in this research.

The results of this research were as follows :

1. The features of theses in publications were 1) most theses were finished in 2009,
2) most of the researchers spent 13-24 months doing research, 3) most of theses were 101-200 pages,
4) most theses did not include an appendix, and 5) most of the theses were Thai.

2. The features of the theses contents were 1) most of the objectives were to study
relationships, 2) most of the contents in Public Administration were the principles of management
and administration, 3) most of the concepts and theories were the concepts of public administration,
4) most hypotheses were uncertain, 5) most had two to four hypotheses, 6) most of the theses were
written by officials and public officers, 7) most were from the Subdistrict Administrative
Organization, 8) most information was collected from Bangkok, 9) most had six to ten independent
variables, 10) most had one to five dependent variables, and 11) most had twenty-six to fifty
reference sources.

3. The features of the theses’ research methods were 1) most of the research studies
were quantitative research, 2) most sample populations were 301-400 persons, 3) most samples were
people, 4) most of the studies used a questionnaire, 5) most of the research tools were assessed as
reliable and valid, 6) most did not specify the number of experts for the assessment of the research
tools, and 7) most of the data analysis used descriptive statistics.
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