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ABSTRACT

This quasi-quantitative and qualitative research is aimed at studying the
transition of visually impaired students from high school level to university level,
problems regarding studying in a university setting, and Disability Support Services
(DSS) for 22 visually impaired students in Thailand.

The sample group comprised visually impaired students, personnel and
directors of Disability Support Service centers. The analysis was based on
questionnaires and interviews.

Descriptive statistics were applied to the study on the quantitative part.
Methods of data categorization, decoding, and explanation were utilized on the
qualitative part.

The results showed that 59.1 percent of the students had taken pre-college
preparatory programs while the rest, 40.9 percent, had not. Both groups were found to
have different problems. Students who took pre-college preparatory programs had
difficulty in two areas: accessing the environment and social adjustment. Those who
did not take pre-college preparatory programs had difficulty in 3 areas: accessing the
environment, academic support, and social adjustment. Disability Support centers
offered four types of services to visually impaired students namely, 1.Training on
additional skills concerning adaptation to college life, 2. Providing educational
materials, 3. Equipment/assistive Technology services and 4. Other academic services.
Out of all students involved in the study, 36.4 percent had received services from the
support service centers of their institutions while the remaining 63.6 percent had not.
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