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ABSTRACT
Te 141174

The study on Needs in Participation of the Local People in Tounsm Development -
A Casc of Wiang Ta Kan. Tambon Ban Klang, Amphoe San Pa Tong, Changwat Chiang Mai,
was aimed at studying the attitude of local people towards tourisin development and to see
whether they needed to participate in tourism development,

One hundred eighty six parucipants of the target group of this study were sclected
through systematic random samphing. Data was collected by closc-ended questionnare and
analyzed by the statistical means of descriptive distribution (frequency, percemage, mean and
cross tabulation).

The findings of the study can be summanzed as foilows.

The studied group wanted to participate in actlivitics concerning tourism development
because they had « positive attitude iowards tourism business. These people wardzd to participate
by following the ruics and standard sec by authoriti=s, and most of all by joining the workforce.
However. they did not want to take part in identfying problems, sctting plans, rules or standard

fo - tourism. Morceover, they did not want to work with gevernment officials, nor take part in the

village fund or benefits. They also preferred avoiding being in committees or warking groups, or
evaluating projects in order to find measures to improve tounsm activitics,

Some suggestions from this study are as follows. The government authoritics whose
l'csp(msihilit_\’ is to promote tounism industry should convinee the peaple to realize the Importance
of developing Viang Tha Kaan's tourist places so that 1t benefits tourism industry. This can be
achicved by inviting the authonties whe have had success in developing tourist places to educate
and make the people in Viang Tha Kaan realize the umpontance of making Viang Tha Kaan
a tounist place. These authoritics can also give training on how to manage tourist aliractions, how
to raisc fund for community from tourist activities, for instance, working as local guides or
offering home stay for tourists. Siice they are the ones wha know the place the most, the lacal
people should participate from the bottom up so that they can help idenufy problems and their
causcs. The govemment section can assist by providing guidance, giving theoretical knm\."icdgc
angd advice. and by helping with decision making that will pave way to problem-solving activities
in responsc to the local needs, which will ereate the sense of belonging which in turn will lead to
participation in the planned activities. With chances to conduct activities and the realization about
bencfits from such activities, the local people may become more motivated and willing to get

more involved in tourism-oriented activitics.





