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ABSTRACT

This study investigated the level of individual participation in taking care
of the forest, the related factors affecting, the care of forest and problems of
participation related to forest management in Sam Lan national park, Saraburi Provice.
Questionnaires were used to collect data from 240 respondents living in Huai Haeng
sub-district, Kaengkhoi district and Nong Pla Lai sub-district, Muang District Saraburi
province. Data was collected from local leaders, 8 key respondents and 5 key local
administrators respondent by way of in-depth interviews. Statistical applications used
for analysis were percentage, means, standard deviation, one-way ANOVA, and
regression analysis whereas the in-depth interview were presented using a descriptive
approach.

Findings showed there was a middle level of individual participation
(65%) in forest management. Age, land utilization, perception, knowledge and opinion
affected participation (statistically signification at the 0.001 level), Gender, marital
status, family status, advanced education, occupation, social position, time span for
living in community, value and being a community member also affected
participation (statistically signification at the 0.01 level). Income, land possession,
number estate and living distance from the park affected participation (statistically
signification at the 0.05 level).

Problems and limitations associated with individual participation in forest
management were that people were predisposed by their occupation and family
responsibilites. The respondents had not been introduced to guidelines, nor was there
a sufficiet method of coordination. The recommendations from this research are that
agencies should provide training and acknowledge for community leaders and
teachers. In addition, they should conduct more public relation activities via
community radio. Government agency officials and community leaders should meet to
discuss solutions, to promote the participation of the community, and to provide
training to forestry officers. The forest offices should communicate better about the
forest resources management issue in order to promote a better understanding among
the local communities.
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