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Abstract TE 158297

The objectives of this study are to survey and collect
information on demands of long -stay foreigners in Chiang Mai
province. Data were collected from documents and survey from
foreigners who stayed in Chiang Mai. Purposive sampling was
employed in data collection. Sources of data were mainly from retired
foreigners and foreigners who stay in Chiang Mai with specific
missions. Tools of data collection were in-depth interview guideline,
observation, photographing, and questionnaires which were posted to
the addresses of foreigners in Chiang Mai. Four hundred and eighty
three quastionnaires were sent back to researchers and data were
computerized by SPSS for Window program and statistics used in the
study were frequency, percentage, and means.

Research Resuits

Most of retired foreigners and other types of foreigners in
Chiang Mai were males and their average ages were between 61 - 70
years old. Most of them obtained bachelor degree and higher and
they could speak Thai moderately.
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Before becoming the long - stay foreigners, most of them used
to visit Chiang Mai several times during 1998 to 2002 and generally
stayed in Chiang Mai for 3 months either in raining season or winter
season.

The reasons which pushed them to leave their own countries
were high cost of living, mission of working aboard, and staying with
their Thai spouses. The major motivating reason to stay in Chiang Mai
was a low cost of living of this province. What they disliked most were
traffic disorder, and pollution in the community.

Most of foreigners in Chiang Mai preferred to stay in a single
house and some preferred to live in condominium. First priority for
selection of accommodation was tranquility of house’s surrounding.
However, most of them had no problem during their stay.

Regarcing to their daily lives, most of them traveled by their
own cars, cooked themselves and spent their leisure time by reading.
When they got sick, they preferred to go to private hospitals for
medication. Amounts of money they spent for cost of living were
different betwaen two groups. For a retired foreigner normally needed
23,583 Baht a month while other types of foreigners spent
approximately 18,122 Baht a month. However these amounts of cost
of living did not include expense for food.

On satisfaction survey, most of them were satisfied with their
lives in Chiang Mai. They were happy with safety of their lives,
erjoying natural beauty of the land, health medication, bank services,
accommodations, and golf club service.

Related to opinion survey on types of long 'stay, most of them
disagreed on the idea to provide special area for foreigrers to have
long stay activity. Most of them preferred to stay with local people.
Regarding to facility they needed for long stay activity in Chiang Mai,
they wanted to have food shops nearby the.r houses.

For types of accommodations they liked for longstay
program, most of them preferred to stay in a single house and what
they needed to have in their houses werc telephone, hot shower,
refrigerator, air conditioner, anc cable television. Cost of rent should
not be over 10,000 Baht per month.

According to the demand of long stay foreigners. If possible
they wanted to have the right of awnership of their land and houses,

to be given over one y=ar visa, and lastly o be treated as Thai people
on the prices of commodities and services.



