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Many major surgical patients are anxious while waiting to go to the operating room in
spite of good preparation with information and reassurance. Recognition of needs and need
responses of patients in awaiting time for major surgery is important. The objectives of this
descriptive study were to investigate and compare needs and need responses of patients in
awaiting time for major surgery. The sample was 50 elective surgical patients in awaiting time for
major surgery at operating room, Fort Kawila hospital, Chiang Mai province. Data were collected
during December 2006 to April 2007. The instruments use for data collection were need and need
responses interview forms, composed of the patient’s demographic data form, patient’s diagnosis
and treatment form, need and need responses interview forms which were developed by
researcher and advisory committee and modified based on the concepts of human needs by
Kraegel, Mousseau, Goldsmith, & Arora (1974) including reviewed literature. The content
validity of instrument was assessed by experts, the validities of needs and need responses
interﬁew forms were 0.80 and 0.80, respectively. The reliability was measured by using

Cronbach’s alpha coefficient. The reliabilities of needs and need responses interview forms were

0.82 and 0.78, respectively. Data were analysed by using frequency, percentage, mean, standard
deviation, and paired t-test.

Findings were as follows:

1. Total needs of patients in awaiting time for major surgery were at a moderate
level. Environmental needs were the highest needed, followed by physiological and socio-
physiological needs.

2. Total need responses of patients in awaiting time for major surgery were at a
moderate level. The physiological, socio-physiological and environmental need responses were
also at a moderate level.

3. There was a statistically significant difference between needs and need responses
of patients in awaiting time for major surgery including total needs and the dimension of needs
and need responses namely socio-physiological and environmental needs at the level of .001
However, there was no difference in physiological needs.

The findings of this study could be used as reference data for nurses to prepare a
practical nursing care plan for patients in awaiting time for major surgery. Moreover, the patient

care team could response directly to the patient needs.





