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Abstract

AIDS pandemic affects all sectors in the society, particularly older persons who may
infected by taking care for HIV/AIDS patients or those who have to take care of sick child or
AIDS orphan grandchild. HIV/AIDS infection or care-giving’s tasks occurred while older persons
affected by HIV/AIDS have declined on their physical, psychological, and economic status.

This descriptive research aims at describing the needs and responses to needs of older
persons who are affected with HIV/AIDS in Chiang Mai Province, Thailand. The needs and
responses to needs of HIV/AIDS affected older persons were divided into 4 aspects 1) knowledge
and information, 2) economic, 3) resources, and 4) emotional and social. The subjects of this
descriptive research study were 135 older persons affected by HIV/AIDS aged 50 and over from
four districts in Chiang Mai province-Doi Saket, Doi Lor, Mae On, and Aum Pur Muang. Needs
and Responses to Needs of HIV/AIDS Affected Older Persons Questionnaire was used for
collecting data. The content validity index of the questionnaire was .85 and the cronbach alpha
coefficient was .90. Independent pair t-test and descriptive statistics were used to analyze data.

Findings revealed that 82.2% of needs of older persons affected by HIV/ AIDS reported
a high level of all four aspects of needs, while 12.6% received responses to reported needs at high
level. Needs and responses to needs of older persons affected by HIV/ AIDS in all four aspects
were statistically significant different at p <.001.

The results can be used for organizations and involving sectors to response to the needs

of older persons who are affected by HIV/AIDS.





