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Acute abdominal pain is a major problem which affect patients suffering physically,
psychologically and socially and require assessment, diagnosis and treatment to reduce abdominal
pain. The purposes of this study were to investigate and compare needs and need responses of
patients with acute abdominal pain . The sample was 60 of acute abdominal pain patients who
did not receive an operation, admitted to Fang hospital, Chiang Mai province. Data were
collected during August 2006 to November 2006. The instrument used for data collection were
needs and need responses interview forms, composed of the patient’s demographic data forms,
patient’s diagnosis and treatment forms, needs and need responses interview forms which were
developed by the researcher and advisory committee and modified from patient’s need interview
form in the emergency room by Soparat Prompuk (2005) based on the concepts of human needs
by Yura and Walsh (1983) including reviewed literature.The content validity of the instrument
was assessed by experts, the validities of needs and need responses interview forms were 0.94 and
0.94 respectively.The reliability was measured by using Cronbach’s alpha coefficients. The
reliabilities of needs and need responses interview forms were 0.97 and 0.97, respectively. Data

were analysed by using frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and paired t- test.

The results of this study revealed that:

1. Total needs,' in acute abdominal pain patients were at a high level. The closeness
needs was the highest followed by freedom needs and survival needs, respectively.

2. Total need responses in acute abdominal pain were at a high level. The closeness
needs was the highest followed by freedom needs and survival needs, respectively.

3. There was no difference between needs and need responses in acute abdominal
pain patients.

The results of this study could be used as the baseline data for nursing personnel to

plan quality nursing care for increasing need responses of patients.





