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ABSTRACT

This independent research on the readiness in English Language preparation of the
students in the Faculty of Engineering and Agro Industry of Maejo University when entering into
the ASEAN Economic Community has two objectives, which are (1) to study the preparation for
readiness in English skills of the students of the Faculty of Engineering and Agro Industry of
Maejo University, and (2) to study the readiness of the students of the Faculty of Engineering and
Agro Industry of Maejo University to cope with the consequences of the cooperation after
entering into the ASEAN Economic Community.

The sample groups used in this study consisted of 300 undergraduate students from
five departments and four years from the Faculty of Engineering and Agro Industry of Maejo
University.

The results of the study can be summarized as follows:

For the preparedness of using English skills of the students of the Faculty of
Engineering and Agro Industry of Maejo University, it was found that most of the entire
preparedness was at a low level with an average of 2.39. Their highest level of readiness was
listening, where the average was 2.61. Following were speaking skills with the average of 2.52,
the test of English skills with the average of 2.37, communication skills with the average of 2.36,
reading skills with the average of 2.30, and writing skills with the average of 2.19.

For the readiness level in English language of the students of the Faculty of

Engineering and Agro Industry of Maejo University when entering into the ASEAN Economic



Community, it was found that most of the students had a low-level of readiness with an average
of 2.36. Their highest level of readiness was listening and reading, followed by the level of
readiness in speaking, communicating, and writing, respectively.

The research will suggest in two aspects: (1) a suggestion for applying the result of the
research, which included the establishment of an international zone in the university in order to
create a communicating atmosphere and promote the students to communicate in English, along
with research from international media, promotion of a third language, especially from among the
ASEAN languages and the Chinese language, provide opportunities for the students to take
special courses in the ASEAN languages for free or at discounted fees, as well as providing free
electives in foreign languages; increase the strength of studying English in the main courses, and
emphasize that English language is a must-know language rather than a must-take; establish more
linguistic units and make sure that the language centers in the three campuses have the same
capabilities and qualifications by having the students complete exit exams; (2) a suggestion for
the next research that it should be a study of factors that would enhance the preparation of

readiness in various aspects of English skills for entering into the ASEAN Economic Community.



